SCS SB 501 -- OFFI CE OF COWREHENSI VE CH LD MENTAL HEALTH
SPONSOR: G bbons (St ef ani ck)

COWM TTEE ACTION:  Voted "do pass by consent” by the Conmttee on
Children and Famlies by a vote of 11 to O.

This substitute establishes the Ofice of Conprehensive Child
Mental Health within the Departnent of Mental Health to inplenent
a conprehensive child nental health service systemplan. The
office will provide oversight, support, training, and

coordi nation with other departnments participating in the

devel opnent and i npl enentation of the plan.

The Conprehensive Child Mental Health dinical Advisory Counci

is also established and will include at |east 10 nenbers fromthe
followi ng areas: pediatric nedicine, child psychiatry, child
psychol ogy, social work, clinical counseling, school

psychol ogi st, research, financing, and evaluation. Menbers of
the council will share information, identify funding and research
opportunities, and advi se the departnent on how to provide a
conprehensive child nmental health system

FI SCAL NOTE: No inpact on state funds in FY 2006, FY 2007, and
FY 2008.

PROPONENTS: Supporters say that the bill will provide a forma
structure and direction to child nental health agencies as
outlined in last year’s SB 1003.

Testifying for the bill were Senator G bbons; and Departnent of
Ment al Heal t h.

OPPONENTS: There was no opposition voiced to the commttee.
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