SB 518 -- ASSI STI VE TECHNOLOGY TRUST FUND
SPONSOR:  Kennedy (Cooper, 155)

COW TTEE ACTION:. Voted "do pass by consent” by the Conmittee on
Health Care Policy by a vote of 7 to O.

This bill creates the Assistive Technol ogy Trust Fund, which wll
consi st of federal grants, gifts, donations, bequests from

I ndi vidual s, private organi zations, foundations, or other sources
granted or given for assistive technol ogy devi ces and services
for individuals wth disabilities. Mneys in the fund are to be
used to establish and mai ntain assistive technol ogy progranms and
services provided by Mssouri Assistive Technology. The M ssouri
Assi stive Technol ogy Advisory Council is required to enploy the
necessary staff, enter into grants and contracts with public and
private entities, and adm nister the fund.

FI SCAL NOTE: No inpact on state funds in FY 2006, FY 2007, and
FY 2008.

PROPONENTS: Supporters say that the bill will allow the counci
to apply for grants that it currently cannot apply for. The fund
hel ps provi de financial support for purchasing assistive devices
and nmaki ng vehicle and hone nodifications for individuals with

di sabilities.

Testifying for the bill were Senator Kennedy; and M ssouri
Assi stive Technol ogy Council.

OPPONENTS: There was no opposition voiced to the conmttee.
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