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SECOND REGULAR SESSION
HOUSE COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR

HOUSE BILL NO. 1275

93RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Reported from the Special Committee on Student Achievement and Finance February 15, 2006 with recommendation that House
Committee Substitute for House Bill No. 1275 Do Pass. Referred to the Committee on Rules pursuant to Rule 25(26)(f).

STEPHEN S. DAVIS, Chief Clerk
4219L.02C

AN ACT

To amend chapter 161, RSMo, by adding thereto one new section relating to the establishment
of avirtual school.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Chapter 161, RSMo, is amended by adding thereto one new section, to be
known as section 161.670, to read as follows:

161.670. 1. Notwithstanding any other law, prior to July 1, 2007, the state board
of education shall establish a virtual school to serve school-age students residing in the
state. The virtual school shall offer instruction in a virtual setting using technology,
intranet, and/or I nter net methodsof communication. Any student under theageof twenty-
onein grades kindergarten through twelve who resides in this state shall be eligible to
enroll in the virtual school regardless of the student's physical location.

2. For purposesof calculation and distribution of state school aid, pupilsenrolled
in avirtual school shall beincluded, at the choice of the pupil's parent or guardian, in the
pupil enrollment of the school district in which the pupil physically resides. Thevirtual
school shall report to the district of residencethefollowing infor mation about each pupil
served by the virtual school: name, address, eligibility for free or reduced-price lunch,
limited English proficiency status, special education needs, and the number of coursesin
which the pupil isenrolled. Thevirtual school shall promptly notify theresident district
when a pupil discontinuesenrollment. A " full-time equivalent student” isa student who
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has successfully completed the instructional equivalent of six credits per regular term.
Each virtual course shall count asone class and shall generate that portion of a full-time
equivalent that a compar able cour se offered by the school district would generate. In no
case shall morethan thefull-timeequivalency of aregular term of attendancefor asingle
student beused to claim stateaid. Full-time equivalent student credit completed shall be
reported to the department of elementary and secondary education in the manner
prescribed by the department. Nothing in this section shall prohibit students from
enrolling in additional coursesunder a separ ate agreement that includestermsfor paying
tuition or cour se fees.

3. When a school district has one or more resident pupils enrolled in a virtual
school program authorized by thissection whose parent or guar dian haschosen toinclude
such pupil in the district's enrollment, the department of elementary and secondary
education shall disbursean amount corresponding tofifteen per cent of thestateaid under
sections 163.031 and 163.043, RSM o, attributable to such pupil to the resident district.
Subject toan annual appropriation by thegeneral assembly, thedepartment shall disburse
an amount corresponding to eighty-five percent of the state adequacy tar get attributable
to such pupil to the virtual school.

4. Except as specified in this section and as may be specified by rule of the state
board of education, the virtual school shall comply with all state laws and regulations
applicabletoschool districts,including but not limited totheMissouri school improvement
program (MSIP), adequate yearly progress (AYP), annual performance report (APR),
teacher certification, and curriculum standards. Anyruleor portion of arule, asthat term
isdefined in section 536.010, RSM o, that is created under the authority delegated in this
section shall become effectiveonly if it complieswith and issubject to all of the provisions
of chapter 536, RSM o, and, if applicable, section 536.028, RSM o. Thissection and chapter
536, RSM o, are nonseverable and if any of the power s vested with the general assembly
pursuant to chapter 536, RSM o, toreview, to delay theeffectivedate, or to disapproveand
annul a rule are subsequently held unconstitutional, then the grant of rulemaking
authority and any rule proposed or adopted after August 28, 2006, shall be invalid and
void.
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