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AN ACT

To amend chapter 304, RSMo, by adding thereto one new section relating to school bus safety
belts.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Chapter 304, RSMo, is amended by adding thereto one new section, to be
known as section 304.052, to read as follows:

304.052. 1. Asusedinthissection, " school bus' meansacommer cial motor vehicle,
either publicly or privately owned, used to transport preprimary, primary, or secondary
school studentsfrom hometo school, from school tohome, or toand from school-sponsor ed
eventsfor educational purposes. Theterm " school bus' shall not include any:

(1) Busoperated by a public utility, municipal corporation, or common carrier
authorized toconduct local or inter statetransportation of passenger swhen such busisnot
traveling a specific school busroute but is:

(8 On a regularly scheduled route for the transportation of fare-paying
passengers; or

(b) Furnishingcharter servicefor thetransportation of per sonsenrolled asstudents
on field tripsor other special tripsor in connection with other special events;

(2) Passenger cars, multipurpose passenger vehicles, and trucks as defined in 49
CFR part 571, asamended.

EXPLANATION — Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill isnot enacted and is intended
to be omitted from the law. Matter in bold-face typein the above bill is proposed language.
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2. Each seat on each school busthat ispurchased new on or after January 1, 2007,
or that ispurchased with amanufacturedateafter January 1, 2007, shall beequipped with
lap-shoulder safety belts on each passenger seat or with any other restraint system
approved by the federal government, sufficient to allow each student who is being
transported to use a separ ate safety belt or restraint system. These safety belts shall meet
thestandardsrequired for lap and shoulder belt protection syssemsunder 49 CFR 571.208,
asamended.

3. Each passenger on a school busthat is equipped with safety belts or restraint
system shall betransported only in designated seating positionsand shall wear a properly
adjusted and fastened safety belt at all timeswhilethebusisin operation. The state, the
county, a school district, school bus operator under contract with a school district, or an
agent or employeeof aschool district or operator, includingateacher or volunteer serving
asachaperone, isnot liablein an action for personal injury by a school bus passenger or
other party solely because the injured party was not wearing a safety belt, misused the
safety belt, or for an injury caused solely by another passenger'suseor nonuse of a safety
belt or restraint system in a dangerous or unsafe manner.

4. Inimplementingtheprovisionsof thissection, each school district shall prioritize
the allocation of buses equipped with safety belts or restraint systems to ensure that
elementary schoolswithin thedistrict receivefirst priority. A school district may enter into
agreements to provide transportation under this section only if the point of origin or
termination of thetrip iswithin thedistrict's boundaries.
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