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3558S. 06F
SENATE SUBSTI TUTE
FOR
SENATE COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE
FOR
HOUSE COMM TTEE SUBSTI TUTE
FOR
HOUSE BI LL NO 1026
AN ACT
To repeal section 578.501, RSMo, and to enact in lieu
t hereof two new sections relating to protest activities

near funeral services, with penalty provisions, an
energency clause, and a contingent effective date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF M SSOURI,
AS FOLLOWNG

Section A Section 578.501, RSMo, is repealed and two new
sections enacted in lieu thereof, to be known as sections 578.501
and 578.502, to read as follows:

578.501. 1. This section shall be known as "Spc. Edward
Lee Myers' Law'.

2. It shall be unlawful for any person to engage in
pi cketing or other protest activities in front of or about any
[ church, cenetery, or funeral establishnment, as defined by

section 333.011, RSMo,] location at which a funeral is held,

wi thin one hour prior to the comrencenent of any funeral, and
until one hour follow ng the cessation of any funeral. Each day
on which a violation occurs shall constitute a separate offense.
Violation of this section is a class B m sdeneanor, unless

commtted by a person who has previously pled guilty to or been
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found guilty of a violation of this section, in which case the
violation is a class A m sdeneanor.

3. For the purposes of this section, "funeral"” neans the
cerenoni es, processions and nenorial services held in connection
with the burial or cremation of the dead.

578. 502. 1. This section shall be known as "Spc. Edward

Lee Myers Law'.

2. It shall be unlawful for any person to engage in

pi cketing or other protest activities within three hundred feet

of or about any location at which a funeral is held, within one

hour prior to the commencenent of any funeral, and until one hour

followi ng the cessation of any funeral. Each day on which a

viol ation occurs shall constitute a separate offense. Violation

of this sectionis a class B m sdeneanor, unless commtted by a

person who has previously pled quilty to or been found gquilty of

a violation of this section, in which case the violationis a

cl ass A ni sdemeanor.

3. For purposes of this section, "funeral" neans the

cerenpni es, processions, and nenorial services held in connection

with the burial or cremation of the dead.

Section B. Because immedi ate action is necessary to protect
the enotional well-being of persons paying respects to the
deceased, section 578.501 of this act is deemed necessary for the
i mredi ate preservation of the public health, welfare, peace and
safety, and is hereby declared to be an energency act within the
meani ng of the constitution, and section 578.501 of this act
shall be in full force and effect upon its passage and approval.

Section C. The enactnent of section 578.502 shall becone



effective only on the date the provisions of section 578.501 are
finally declared void or unconstitutional by a court of conpetent
jurisdiction and upon notification by the attorney general to the

revi sor of statutes.



