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AN ACT
To amend chapter 273, RSMo, by adding thereto one new section relating to pit bull ownership.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Chapter 273, RSMo, is amended by adding thereto one new section, to be
known as section 273.225, to read as follows:

273.225. 1. Asused in thissection, the following ter ms mean:

(1) " Department”, the Missouri department of agriculture;

(2) "Household", any single-family home or apartment building inhabited by one
or moreindividuals,

(3) "Muzzle', arestrainingdevicethat, when fitted over apit bull'ssnout, prevents
the pit bull from biting;

(4) "Owner", any person who acquires or owns a pit bull as a pet or watch dog.
Owner shall not include a veterinarian, an animal control officer, an animal shelter
worker, or adog breeder while such persons possess or acquire pit bullsin the ordinary
cour se of business;

(5) "Pit bull", any canine, whether purebred or exhibiting the dominant
characteristics thereof, of the following breeds. American Staffordshire terrier,
Staffordshire bull terrier, and American pit bull terrier.

2. Beginning January 1, 2007, every owner of a pit bull residing in this state shall
apply for astatepit bull resident owner per mit for each pit bull owned by theowner. Each

EXPLANATION — Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill isnot enacted and is intended
to be omitted from the law. Matter in bold-face typein the above bill is proposed language.
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owner shall not own morethan two pit bulls. Any person whoownsor acquiresa pit bull
shall, within ten days of acquisition, berequired to apply for such permit. The applicant
for a state permit shall submit the following:

(1) A feeof fivehundred dollars;

(2) Proof that the pit bull has been spayed or neutered; and

(3) Any other information required by the department.

3. A pit bull owner shall berequired to:

(1) Obtain a separate state permit for each pit bull owned by the owner; and

(2) Leash and maintain a muzzleon thepit bull at all timeswhilethe pit bull ison
public property or any private property not wholly owned by the owner.

4. Any pit bull owner who violatesthe provisionsof thissection shall be subject to
the following penalties:

(1) For failureto obtain and maintain a state pit bull resident owner permit:

(@ An administrative penalty of one thousand dollars to be collected by the
department;

(b) The pit bull shall be transferred to an animal control authority or animal
shelter for observation for a minimum of ten days and not more than sixty days. The
owner shall be assessed a boarding fee of thirty dollars per day for each day of the
observation period, with such fee being paid to the animal control authority or animal
shelter boarding the pit bull; and

(c) If the sixty-day observation period lapses and the owner does not seek to
reestablish custody and control of the pit bull or the owner failsto fully pay theboarding
fees for the observation period, the owner shall be deemed to have relinquished all
ownership rightsin the pit bull and the care, custody, and control of the pit bull shall
remain with theanimal control authority or animal shelter;

(2) For failureto maintain aleash or muzzle on a pit bull while the pit bull ison
public property or private property not wholly owned by the pit bull owner:

(@) For a first offense, the pit bull shall be transferred to an animal control
authority or animal shelter for aten-day observation period, with theowner being assessed
a thirty-dollar-a-day boarding fee to be paid to the animal control authority or animal
shelter;

(b) For a second offense, the pit bull shall be transferred to an animal control
authority or animal shelter for a thirty-day observation period, with the owner being
assessed a thirty-dollar-a-day boarding fee to be paid to the animal control authority or
animal shelter; and
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(c) For a third offense, the owner shall be deemed to have relinquished all
ownership rightsin the pit bull and the pit bull shall be transferred to an animal control
authority or animal shelter, with a surcharge of eighteen hundred dollarsto beimposed,
payableto the animal control authority or animal shelter;

(3) When apit bull physically attacks a person or another animal:

(@) For afirst offense:

a. Thepit bull shall betransferred toan animal control authority or animal shelter
for athirty-day observation period;

b. Theowner shall be assessed athirty-dollar-a-day boarding feeto be paid tothe
animal control authority or animal shelter;

c. Theowner shall besubject toacivil action for restitution for damagesto person
or animal incurred during the physical attack; and

d. The owner shall be required to attend and bear the cost of ten hours of
evaluation and counseling by alicensed psychologist to assessthe capabilities of theowner
relative to responsible owner ship of a pit bull; and

(b) For a second offense:

a. Theowner shall be deemed to havereinquished all ownership rightsin the pit
bull and the pit bull shall be transferred to the care, custody, and control of an animal
control authority or animal shelter;

b. Theowner shall be assessed a surchar ge of eighteen hundred dollarsto be paid
to the animal control authority or animal shelter; and

c. Theowner shall be subject toacivil action for restitution for damagesto person
or animal incurred during the physical attack.

5. The department may promulgate rules to implement the provisions of this
section. Any rule or portion of arule, asthat term is defined in section 536.010, RSMo,
that iscreated under the authority delegated in this section shall become effective only if
it complies with and is subject to all of the provisions of chapter 536, RSMo, and, if
applicable, section 536.028, RSM o. Thissection and chapter 536, RSM o, arenonsever able
and if any of the power svested with thegener al assembly pur suant to chapter 536, RSMo,
toreview, to delay the effective date, or to disapprove and annul a rule are subsequently
held unconstitutional, then the grant of rulemaking authority and any rule proposed or
adopted after August 28, 2006, shall beinvalid and void.
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