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SECOND REGULAR SESSION

HOUSE BILL NO. 1675

93RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY

INTRODUCED BY REPRESENTATIVES HARRIS (23) (Sponsor) AND STORCH (Co-sponsor).
Read 1st time February 6, 2006 and copies ordered printed.

STEPHEN S. DAVIS, Chief Clerk
4871L.021

AN ACT

To amend chapter 173, RSMo, by adding thereto one new section relating to the twenty-first
century Missouri scholars program.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Chapter 173, RSMo, is amended by adding thereto one new section, to be
known as section 173.191, to read as follows:

173.191. 1. There is hereby established the " Twenty-first Century Missouri
ScholarsProgram” to beadministered by the department of higher education. A student
who meetsthefollowing criteriaiseligible for the program:

(1) Is aresident of Missouri and a citizen of the United States or a lawful
permanent resident;

(2) Isastudent enrolled in gradeseven or eight in aschool district or private school
in Missouri, and agreesin writing, on a document also signed by the student's parent or
guardian, that the student will:

(a) Graduatefrom apublicor privatehigh school in Missouri with acurriculathat
meets the admission criteria of a community college or a public institution of higher
education;

(b) Achieve a cumulative grade point aver age on graduation of at least two point
zero on afour point grading scale, or its equivalent if another grading scaleis used, for
coursestaken by the student in grades nine through twelve;

(c) Not illegally use controlled substances;

EXPLANATION — Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill isnot enacted and is intended
to be omitted from the law. Matter in bold-face typein the above bill is proposed language.
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(d) Not usetobacco products,

(e) Not operate a motor vehicle whileintoxicated;

(f) Not beadjudicated asa delinquent, not becomearunaway child, or not become
atruant;

(3) Isachild receiving foster careservicespaid for by thestate or funded in whole
or in part under Titlel'V-E of thefederal Social Security Act, or isachild eligiblefor free
or reduced pricemealsunder thefederal National School L unch Act and thefederal Child
Nutrition Act of 1966;

(4) Appliesin atimely manner for admission to a public community college or a
publicinstitution of higher education in the state of Missouri;

(5) Appliesin atimely manner for any federal and statestudent financial assistance
available to the student to attend a public community college, or public institution of
higher education in the state Missouri;

(6) Files a new application, and parents confidential statement as applicable,
annually on thebasisof which theapplicant'seligibility for arenewed scholar ship shall be
evaluated and determined.

2. (1) Thereis hereby created in the state treasury the " Twenty-first Century
Missouri Scholars Fund" as a separate fund under the control of the commissioner of
higher education. The fund shall consist of moneys appropriated and made availableto
the commissioner of higher education for scholarships under this section. The state
treasurer shall be custodian of the fund and shall disburse moneys from the fund in
accor dance with sections 30.170 and 30.180, RSMo. Upon appropriation, moneysin the
fund shall be used solely for scholarshipsfor students meeting all of the requirements of
this section, including meeting the requirements of subdivision (2) of subsection 1 of this
section. Scholarshipsawarded under thissection shall not exceed theresident tuition rate
and mandatory fees for the program of enroliment established for public institutions of
higher education in this state.

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of section 33.080, RSMo, to the contrary, any
moneysremaining in the fund at the end of the biennium shall not revert to the credit of
the general revenue fund.

(3) Thestatetreasurer shall invest moneysin thefund in the samemanner asother
fundsareinvested. Any interest and moneysear ned on such investmentsshall be credited
to thefund.

3. If the commissioner finds that a student receiving a scholarship under the
program discontinues attendance befor e the end of any academic period or hasviolated
theagreement signed under subsection 1 of thissection, but thediscontinuanceor violation
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of theagreement occur safter scholar ship moneyshavebeen paid for theacademic period,
theentireamount of any refund duethe student, up to the amount of any payments made
by the state, shall be remitted by the postsecondary institution to the commissioner.

4. A qualified resident student in good standing at a public community college or
publicinstitution of higher education in this state may receive scholar shipsfor not more
than eight semesters of undergraduate study or the trimester or quarter equivalent if
attending an institution on a full-time basis, or for not more than sixteen semesters of
undergraduate study or the trimester or quarter equivalent if attending on a part-time
basis. A qualified resident student may defer acceptance of scholar shipsawarded under
thissection for up totwo year sfollowing the student'sgraduation from high school sothat
the student may pursue military or other obligations.

5. Each public community college or publicinstitution of higher education which
enrolls a student receiving a scholar ship in accordance with this section shall develop a
specific mentoring program to assist the scholar ship recipients through particularized
academic and social counseling.

6. Thecommissioner of higher education may promulgate rulesto implement the
provisions of thissection. Any ruleor portion of arule, asthat term isdefined in section
536.010, RSMo, that iscreated under the authority delegated in this section shall become
effective only if it complies with and is subject to all of the provisions of chapter 536,
RSMo, and, if applicable, section 536.028, RSM o. Thissection and chapter 536,RSMo, are
nonseverable and if any of the powers vested with the general assembly pursuant to
chapter 536, RSMo, toreview, todelay theeffectivedate, or todisapproveand annul arule
are subsequently held unconstitutional, then the grant of rulemaking authority and any
rule proposed or adopted after August 28, 2006, shall be invalid and void.

v



