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AN ACT

To amend chapter 173, RSMo, by adding thereto one new section relating to the twenty-first
century scholars program.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Chapter 173, RSMo, is amended by adding thereto one new section, to be
known as section 173.191, to read as follows:

173.191. 1. There is hereby established the " Twenty-first Century Scholars
Program” tobeadministered by the department of higher education. Theprogram shall:

(1) Reduce the number of students who withdraw from high school before
graduation;

(2) Increasethenumber of studentswhoareprepared toenter theworkforceupon
graduation;

(3) Increasethe number of students entering and graduating from institutions of
higher education;

(4) Encourage €ligible students to attend institutions of higher education by
reducing the financial burden on the eligible students and their families;

(5) Decrease drug and alcohol abuse by encouraging higher education pursuits;

EXPLANATION — Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill isnot enacted and is intended
to be omitted from the law. Matter in bold-face typein the above bill is proposed language.
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(6) Increaseindividual economic vitality; and

(7) I'mprovetheoverall quality of lifefor many Missouri residents.

2. A student who meetsthefollowing criteriaiseligiblefor the program:

(1) Isaresident of Missouri;

(2) Isastudent enrolled in grade eight in a public or private school in Missouri;

(3) Isdligiblefor freeor reduced lunchesunder thenational school lunch program;

(4) Agreesin writing, together with the student's custodial parents or guardian,
that the student will:

(a) Graduatefrom apublicor private secondary school in Missouri that meetsthe
admission criteria of an institution of higher education;

(b) Not illegally use controlled substances,

(c) Not commit acrimeor infraction of operatingamotor vehiclewhileintoxicated;

(d) Not beadjudicated asadelinquent, not becomearunaway child, or not become
atruant;

(e) When the digible student isa senior in high school, timely apply:

a. Toan institution of higher education for admission; and

b. For any federal and state student financial assistance available to the eligible
student to attend an institution of higher education; and

(5) Achieveacumulativegrade point average upon graduation of at least two point
zero on a four-point scale, or its equivalent if another grading scale is used, for courses
taken during gradesnine, ten, eleven, and twelve.

3. (1) Thereishereby created in the state treasury the " Twenty-first Century
Scholars Fund" as a separate fund under the control of the commissioner of higher
education. The fund shall consist of moneys appropriated and made available to the
commissioner of higher education for scholarshipsunder thissection. Thestatetreasurer
shall becustodian of thefund and shall disbur se moneysfrom thefund in accor dancewith
sections 30.170 and 30.180, RSMo. Upon appropriation, moneysin thefund shall be used
solely for scholar shipsfor studentsmeetingall of ther equirementsof thissection, including
meeting the requirements of subdivision (2) of subsection 1 of this section. Scholarships
awar ded under this section shall not exceed the resident tuition rate and mandatory fees
for theprogram of enrollment established for publicinstitutionsof higher educationinthis
state.

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of section 33.080, RSMo, to the contrary, any
moneysremaining in the fund at the end of the biennium shall not revert to the credit of
the general revenue fund.
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(3) Thestatetreasurer shall invest moneysin thefund in the same manner asother
fundsareinvested. Any interest and moneysear ned on such investmentsshall becredited
to thefund.

4. (1) Moneysin thefund created in subsection 3 of this section shall be used to
provideannual tuition scholar ship applicantswho qualify under thissection in an amount
equal to the lowest of the following amounts:

(a) If thescholarship applicant attendsa stateinstitution of higher education that
satisfies the requirements of subdivision (3) of this subsection and:

a. Receives no other financial assistance specifically designated for tuition and
other regularly assessed fees, a full tuition scholarship to the state institution of higher
education;

b. Receivesother financial assistance specifically designated for tuition and other
regularly assessed fees, the balance required to attend the state institution of higher
education not to exceed the amount described in subparagraph a. of this paragraph;

(b) If the scholarship applicant attends a private institution of higher education
that satisfiestherequirements of subdivision (3) of this subsection and:

a. Receives no other financial assistance specifically designated for tuition and
other regularly assessed fees, an aver age of thefull tuition scholar ship amountsof all state
institutions of higher education;

b. Receivesother financial assistance specifically designated for tuition and other
regularly assessed fees, the balancerequired to attend theinstitution of higher education
not to exceed the amount described in subparagraph a. of this paragraph;

(c) If the scholarship applicant attends a postsecondary educational institution
other than a four-year institution of higher education that satisfies the requirements of
subdivision (3) of this subsection and:

a. Receives no other financial assistance specifically designated for tuition and
other regularly assessed fees, the actual tuition and regularly assessed fees of the
institution; or

b. Receivesother financial assistance specifically designated for tuition and other
regularly assessed fees, the balance required to attend the institution not to exceed the
amount described in subparagraph a. of this paragraph.

(2) Each tuition scholarship awarded under thissection shall berenewable under
subsection 5 of this section for a total scholarship award that does not exceed the
equivalent of eight semesters.

(3 An institution of higher education attended by an applicant described in
subdivision (1) of this subsection shall satisfy the following requirements:
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(a) Beaccredited by an agency that isrecognized by the Secretary of the United
States Department of Education;

(b) Operate an organized program of postsecondary education leading to an
associate or baccalaureate degree on a campus located in Missouri;

(c) Beapproved by the commissioner of higher education under rules adopted by
the department.

5. (1) Toinitially qualify for atuition scholar ship under thissection, a scholar ship
applicant shall:

(8 Enroll asafull-timestudent in an institution of higher education that satisfies
the requirements of this section;

(b) Submit tothecommissioner all of theinformation and evidencerequired by the
commissioner to determine eligibility as a scholar ship applicant; and

() Meet any other minimum criteria established by the commissioner.

(2) Toqualify for atuition scholarship renewal under this section, a scholarship
recipient shall:

(a) Submit to the commissioner arenewal application;

(b) Continueto comply with the requirements set forth in subdivision (1) of this
subsection; and

(c) Continuetobeastudent in good standing at theinstitution of higher education.

6. If an eigible student, scholar ship applicant, or scholar ship recipient violatesan
agreement entered into under this section, such student, applicant, or recipient is
disqualified from further consideration as a scholar ship recipient under this section.

7. Each institution of higher education that participatesin the program under this
section shall develop specific mentoring programs for scholar ship recipients under this
section to assist the recipientsthrough particularized academic and social counseling.

8. Thecommissioner of higher education may promulgate rulesto implement the
provisions of thissection. Any ruleor portion of arule, asthat term isdefined in section
536.010, RSMo, that iscreated under the authority delegated in this section shall become
effective only if it complies with and is subject to all of the provisions of chapter 536,
RSMo, and, if applicable, section 536.028, RSM 0. Thissection and chapter 536, RSMo, are
nonseverable and if any of the powers vested with the general assembly pursuant to
chapter 536, RSMo, toreview, todelay theeffectivedate, or todisapproveand annul arule
are subsequently held unconstitutional, then the grant of rulemaking authority and any
rule proposed or adopted after August 28, 2006, shall be invalid and void.
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