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HOUSE BILL NO. 1757

93RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY

INTRODUCED BY REPRESENTATIVESWASSON (Sponsor), CUNNINGHAM (145),
WELLS AND YAEGER (Co-Sponsors).

Read 1st time February 14, 2006 and copies ordered printed.
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AN ACT
To amend chapter 407, RSMo, by adding thereto one new section relating to wheeled mobility.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Chapter 407, RSMo, is amended by adding thereto one new section, to be
known as section 407.972, to read as follows:

407.972. 1. This section shall be known and may be cited as the " Consumer
Protection Act for Wheeled M obility" .

2. Asused in this section, the following terms shall mean:

(1) " Assistivetechnology supplier” or " ATS", serviceprovidersinvolved inthesale
and service of commer cially available wheeled mobility systems;

(2) " Assistivetechnology practitioner™ or " ATP", therapistsor other allied health
professionalsprimarily involved in evaluating the consumer'sneedsand training in use of
a prescribed wheeled mobility system;

(3) "Consumer", an individual for which a wheeled mobility system, manual or
power wheelchair, or power operated vehicle, has been prescribed by a physician and
required for usefor a period of six monthsor more, to an individual with the following:

(a) Islessthan twenty-one years of age;

(b) Has a medical condition or diagnosis which results from childhood or adult
onset injury or trauma;

EXPLANATION — Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill isnot enacted and is intended
to be omitted from the law. Matter in bold-face typein the above bill is proposed language.
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(c) Hasamedical condition or diagnosis which is progressive or degenerative in
nature;

(d) Hasamedical condition or diagnosis which isneuromuscular in nature;

(e) Requiresadaptive seating or positioning equipment; or

(f) Hasa medical condition or diagnosisthat indicates a need for other assistive
technology, such as speech generating devices or environmental controls;

(4) "Healthcareprofessional", aboard certified licensed medical doctor, physical
therapist (PT), occupational therapist (OT), or another allied healthcar e professional that
performs physical evaluationswithin hisor her scope of practice;

(5) "Physical evaluation", the determination and documentation of the
physiological, functional, and environmental factors that impact the selection of an
appropriate seating and wheeled mability system;

(6) "Qualified rehabilitation technology professional”, an individual who has:

(@) Appropriately obtained the designation of ATS, ATP, or RET, meeting all
requirements thereof, as established by the Rehabilitation Engineering and Assistive
Technology Society of North America (RESNA); and

(b) Met thefollowing requirements:

a. Provided documentation to prove the completion of at least fifteen hours of
continuing education within the twelve monthsimmediately preceding July 1, 2006, and
all other subsequent year sther eafter by Junethirteenth, in thefield of seatingand wheeled
mobility, which may include, but isnot limited to, the following:

(i) Coursesby healthcare professionals;

(ii) Coursesby healthcar e associations;

(ilf) Coursesby a college or university;

(iv) Coursesby manufacturers,

(v) In-servicetraining by manufacturers; or

(vi) Attendance at symposiumsor conferences,

b. Provided proof of at least one-year experiencein thefield of rehabilitation and
technology; and

c. Provided threerecommendations from healthcar e professionalswho can attest
to the skills of the provider in seating and wheeled mobility;

(7) "Rehabilitation engineering technologist” or "RET", a person who applies
engineering principlesto the design, modification, or customization of wheeled mobility
systems,

(8) "Supervise", supervision that includesreview of work and ready availability
for instruction, advice, and assistance;
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(9) "Technology assessment”, the process and documentation of matching the
pathology, history, and prognosis of the patient to the appropriate wheeled mobility
system;

(10) "Wheeled mobility system”, a power or manual system including:

(a) Seated positioning components;

(b) Manual or powered seating options,

(c) Alternativedriving controlsor multiadjustment frames;

(d) Nonstandard performance options,

(e) Other complex or specialized components; and

(f) Prescribed by aphysician and required for useby the patient for aperiod of six
months or more.

3. On or after July 1, 2007, all companies or organizations providing any
prescribed wheeled mobility system or any manual or powered wheelchair or power-
oper ated vehicle shall comply with the provisionsof thissection when providingawheeled
mobility system to a primary consumer.

4. Any consumer seeking to obtain a wheeled mobility system shall obtain a
prescription from alicensed medical doctor. Thelicensed medical doctor shall perform or
order a physical evaluation by a physical therapist, occupational therapist, or another
allied healthcare professional that performsphysical evaluationswithin hisor her scope
of practice that isnot employed by the supplier.

5. All suppliers making available technology assessments on prescribed wheeled
mobility systems shall have a physical location with aworking telephone within the state
or within one hundred and fifty miles of a client's home and shall have a qualified
rehabilitation technology professional on staff with a repair service department on the
premises and open during business hours.

6. Qualified rehabilitation technology professionals shall perform a face-to-face
technology assessment and document, in writing, the recommendations for a wheeled
mobility system that meets the needs of the consumer .

7. On or after July 1, 2009, a one hundred eighty-day grace period shall be
provided to supplier organizations that provide technology assessments on prescribed
wheeled mobility systems if the qualified rehabilitation technology professional on staff
ceasestobeemployed and theor ganization hasnoother qualified rehabilitation technology
professional on staff. Duringthe grace period, the standards set forth in subsection 3 of
this section shall apply.

8. Onor after July 1, 2009, thequalified r ehabilitation technology professional shall
be certified with RESNA with the designation of an ATS, ATP, or RET.



H.B. 1757 4

87 9. A qualified rehabilitation technology professional shall bepresent at or supervise
88 thefinal ddivery, fitting, and follow-up of the wheeled mobility system.
89 10. Thissection shall become effective July 1, 2007.
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