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AN ACT

To repeal section 455.080, RSMo, and to enact in lieu thereof one new section relating to law
enforcement's written notice to abused party.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Section 455.080, RSMo, is repealed and one new section enacted in lieu
thereof, to be known as section 455.080, to read as follows:

455.080. 1. Law enforcement agencies may establish procedures to ensure that
dispatchers and officers at the scene of an alleged incident of abuse or violation of an order of
protection can be informed of any recorded prior incident of abuse involving the abused party
and can verify the effective dates and terms of any recorded order of protection.

2. Thelaw enforcement agency shall apply the same standard for responseto an alleged
incident of abuse or aviolation of any order of protection asapplied to any like offenseinvolving
strangers, except asotherwiseprovided by law. Law enforcement agenciesshall not assignlower
priority to cals involving alleged incidents of abuse or violation of protection orders than is
assigned inresponding to offensesinvolving strangers. Existence of any of thefollowingfactors
shall be interpreted as indicating a need for immediate response:

(1) Thecaler indicatesthat violenceisimminent or in progress; or

(2) A protection order isin effect; or

(3) The caler indicates that incidents of domestic violence have occurred previously
between the parties.

EXPLANATION — Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill isnot enacted and is intended
to be omitted from the law. Matter in bold-face typein the above bill is proposed language.
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3. Law enforcement agencies may establish domestic crisisteams or, if the agency has
fewer than five officers whose responsibility it is to respond to calls of this nature, individual
officers trained in methods of dealing with family and household quarrels. Such teams or
individuals may be supplemented by social workers, ministers or other persons trained in
counseling or crisis intervention. When an alleged incident of family or household abuse is
reported, the agency may dispatch a crisis team or specialy trained officer, if available, to the
scene of the incident.

4. Theofficer at the scene of an alleged incident of abuse shall [inform the abused party]
give written notice, as provided in subsection 5 of this section, to the abused party of
available judicial remedies for relief from adult abuse and of available shelters for victims of
domestic violence.

5. A written noticerequired by subsection 4 of thissection issufficient if it isin the
following form and contains the following infor mation:

(1) Itisacrimefor any person to causeyou any physical injury or harm EVEN IF
THAT PERSON ISA MEMBER OR FORMER MEMBER OF YOUR FAMILY OR
HOUSEHOLD;

(2) Pleasetdl theinvestigating peace officer:

(&) If you or your child, or any other household resident has been injured; or

(b) If you feel you are going to bein danger when the officer leavesor later;

(3 You havetheright to:

(a) Ask thelocal prosecutor or circuit attorney tofilea criminal complaint against
the per son committing family violence; and

(b) Apply to a court for an order to protect you (you should consult a legal aid
office, a prosecuting attorney, or a private attorney). If a family or household member
assaults you and is arrested, you may request that a magistrate's order for emergency
protection be issued. Please inform the investigating officer if you want an order for
emer gency protection. You need not be present when the order isissued. You cannot be
charged afeeby a court in connection with filing, serving, or entering a protective order.
For example, the court can enter an order that:

a. Theabuser not commit further acts of violence;

b. Theabuser not threaten, harass, or contact you at home;

c. Directsthe abuser to leave your household; and

d. Establishestemporary custody of the children or any property;

(49 A VIOLATION OF CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF COURT-ORDERED
PROTECTION (such asa. and b. above) MAY BE A FELONY;
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50 (55 CALL THE FOLLOWING VIOLENCE SHELTERS OR SOCIAL
51 ORGANIZATIONSIF YOU NEED PROTECTION:

52 :

53 6. Law enforcement officials at the scene shall provide or arrange transportation for the

54 abused party to amedical facility for treatment of injuries or to a place of shelter or safety.
v



