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AN ACT

To amend chapters 208 and 210, RSMo, by adding thereto three new sections relating to child
care.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Chapters 208 and 210, RSMo, are amended by adding thereto three new
sections, to be known as sections 208.046, 210.028, and 210.205, to read as follows:

208.046. 1. Thechildren'sdivision shall promulgaterulesto becomeeffective July
1, 2008, to modify the income eligibility criteria for receipt of child care subsidy benefits
for any person employed and caring for children asfollows:

(1) For incomesof lessthan one hundred fifty percent of thefederal poverty level
for the applicable family size, recipients shall receive full child care subsidy benefits;

(2) For incomes of one hundred fifty percent to two hundred twenty-five per cent
of thefederal poverty level for theapplicablefamily size, recipientsshall receivechild care
subsidy benefitsreduced proportionately based on incomein excess of one hundred fifty
percent of thefederal poverty level for the applicable family size;

EXPLANATION — Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill isnot enacted and is intended
to be omitted from the law. Matter in bold-face typein the above bill is proposed language.
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(3) For incomesin excessof two hundr ed twenty-five per cent of thefederal poverty
level for applicable family size, personsshall beineligible for child care subsidy benefits.

2. Nothingin this section shall be construed as prohibiting the imposition of a fee
to child care subsidy benefit recipients based on grossincome and family unit size and
based on achild caredliding feescaleestablished by thedivison. Thediding scalefeemay
bewaived for children with special needs as established by the division.

210.028. 1. The department of social services shall establish by rule a market
related payment rate for all child care providers. Payment rates shall be sufficient to
ensureequal accessfor eligiblefamiliesto child car e servicescompar abletothoseprovided
to children whose familiesare not eligibleto receive assistance under any federal or state
child care programs.

2. All licensed child care providers shall be reimbursed at the seventy-fifth
per centile of the market rate survey conducted by the department of social servicesevery
other year.

3. Anyruleor portion of arule, asthat term isdefined in section 536.010, RSM o,
that iscreated under the authority delegated in this section shall become effective only if
it complies with and is subject to all of the provisions of chapter 536, RSMo, and, if
applicable, section 536.028, RSMo. Thissection and chapter 536, RSM o, ar enonseverable
and if any of the power svested with the gener al assembly pur suant to chapter 536, RSM o,
toreview, to delay the effective date, or to disapprove and annul a rule are subsequently
held unconstitutional, then the grant of rulemaking authority and any rule proposed or
adopted after August 28, 2007, shall beinvalid and void.

210.205. 1. By September 1, 2007, thedepar tment of social servicesin collabor ation
with thedepartments of health and senior services, elementary and secondary education,
and mental health shall develop a quality rating system for licensed child care facilities,
early childhood, and befor e- and after-school programsoperated inthisstate. Suchratings
shall be built upon Missouri's current system of licensing and regulation. The base level
of the rating system shall be licensing, and the highest level of the rating system shall
include accreditation by a state or nationally recognized accrediting agency. The
department of social services shall utilize the model from the existing Missouri quality
rating system pilotsdeveloped by the University of Missouri Center for Family Policy and
Resear ch, or any successor organization, to establish this system.

2. Thequality rating system shall:

(1) Provideinformation for consumers and parents to evaluate and select high
quality programs,
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(2) Create an accountability system for policymakers and those who fund early
childhood and before- and after-school programs,

(3) Guide providers through a system of ever increasing levels of quality with
specific outcomes.

3. By July 1, 2014, one hundred percent of all licensed child carefacilities shall be
rated using the quality rating system established under this section. The coordinating
board for early childhood, established under section 210.102, shall develop a plan for a
tiered system of reimbur sement for child caresubsidiesbased on thequality rating system
established under thissection. The plan shall be submitted to the general assembly with
recommendationsfor implementation of thereimbur sement system, to begin July 1, 20009.

4. Thereis hereby created in the state treasury the " Early Childhood Program
Quality Improvement Grant Fund", which shall consist of all gifts, donations, transfers,
moneys appropriated by the general assembly, and bequests to the fund. The state
treasurer shall be custodian of the fund and shall approve disbur sements from the fund
in accor dance with sections 30.170 and 30.180, RSMo. Upon appropriation, money in the
fund shall beused solely for theadministration of thissection to providegrantsdirectly to
licensed providers seeking assistance for quality improvements to undergo evaluation
under the quality rating system established under this section or to community-based
or ganizationsassisting provider swith such improvements. Thefund shall beadministered
by the department of social services. Notwithstanding the provisions of section 33.080,
RSMo, tothecontrary, any moneysremaining in thefund at theend of thebiennium shall
not revert to the credit of the general revenue fund. The state treasurer shall invest
moneys in the fund in the same manner as other funds are invested. Any interest and
moneys ear ned on such investments shall be credited to the fund.

5. The departments of social services in collaboration with the departments of
health and senior services and elementary and secondary education shall be responsible
for:

(1) Collecting and distributing resour ce materialsto educate the public and child
careand early childhood providersabout the quality rating system established under this
section;

(2) Developingand distributing educational materials, including but not limited to
brochures and other media as part of a comprehensive public relations campaign about
the useful and informational system of assessing the quality of child care and early
childhood programsin Missouri; and

(3) Postingtheratingsof thequality rating system on thelnternet in afor mat easily
under stood and accessible by the public by January 1, 2009.
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6. The department of social services shall promulgate rules to implement the
provisions of thissection. Any ruleor portion of arule, asthat term isdefined in section
536.010, RSMo, that iscreated under the authority delegated in this section shall become
effective only if it complies with and is subject to all of the provisions of chapter 536,
RSMo, and, if applicable, section 536.028, RSM 0. T hissection and chapter 536, RSMo, are
nonseverable and if any of the powers vested with the general assembly pursuant to
chapter 536, RSMo, toreview, todelay theeffectivedate, or todisapproveand annul arule
are subsequently held unconstitutional, then the grant of rulemaking authority and any
rule proposed or adopted after August 28, 2007, shall beinvalid and void.

7. Pursuant to section 23.253, RSM o, of the Missouri sunset act:

(1) The provisions of the new program authorized under this section shall
automatically sunset six year safter theeffectivedate of thissection unlessreauthorized by
an act of the general assembly; and

(2) If such program is reauthorized, the program authorized under this section
shall automatically sunset six years after the effective date of the reauthorization of this
section; and

(3) Thissection shall ter minateon September fir st of thecalendar year immediately
following the calendar year in which the program authorized under this section issunset.
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