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12451..02C

AN ACT

To repeal sections 210.566 and 210.861, RSMo, and to enact in lieu thereof two new sections
relating to the community children's services fund and the foster parents' bill of rights.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Sections 210.566 and 210.861, RSMo, are repeaed and two new sections
enacted in lieu thereof, to be known as sections 210.566 and 210.861, to read as follows:

210.566. 1. (1) The children's division [of family services] and its contractors,
recognizingthat foster parentsarenot clientsbut rather arecolleaguesin thechild welfare
team, shall treat foster parents[with courtesy, respect and consideration] in amanner consistent
with theNational Association of Social Workers' ethical standar dsof conduct asdescribed
in its Social Workers Ethical Responsibilitiesto Colleagues. Foster parents shall treat the
children in their care, the child's birth family and members of the child welfare team [with
courtesy, respect and consideration] in amanner consistent with their ethical responsibilities
as professional team members.

(2) Thechildren'sdivision and itscontractor sshall providewritten notification of
therightsenumerated in thissection at thetimeof initial licensureand at thetime of each
licensure renewal following theinitial licensure period.

2. (1) The children's division [of family services] and its contractors shall provide
foster parentswithregularly scheduled opportunitiesfor preservicetraining, [preservice] and

EXPLANATION — Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill isnot enacted and is intended
to be omitted from the law. Matter in bold-face typein the above bill is proposed language.
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regularly scheduled opportunities for pertinent inservice[, and support] training, as
determined by the Missouri State Youth Advisory Board.

(2) Thechildren'sdivision[of family services] and its contractorsshall [share] provide
to foster parents and potential adoptive parents, prior to placement, al pertinent
information [about the child and the child's family], including but not limited to[, the case plan
with the foster parents to assist in determining if a child would be a proper placement. The
division of family services and its contractors shall inform the foster parents of issues relative
to the child that may jeopardize the health or safety of the foster family] full disclosure of all
medical, psychological, and psychiatric conditionsof thechild, aswell asinfor mation from
previous placementsthat would indicatethat the child or children may havea propensity
to cause violence to any member of the foster family home. The foster parents must be
provided with any information regarding the child or the child'sfamily, inclusive of the
case plan, family history of mental or physical illness, sexual abuse or perpetration,
criminal background, fire-setting or other destructive behavior, substance abuse, or any
other information which is pertinent to the care and needs of the child and to protect the
foster or adoptivefamily. Knowingly providing false or misleading information to foster
parentsin order to secure placement shall be denoted in the caseworker's personnel file
and shall be kept on record by the division.

(3) The children's division [of family services| and its contractors shall arrange
preplacement visits, except in emergencies.

(4) The foster parents may ask questions about the child's case plan, encourage a
placement or refuse a placement without reprisal from the caseworker or agency. After a
placement, the children's division [of family services] and its contractors shall update the
foster parents as new information about the child is gathered.

(5) Foster parentsshall beinformedin atimely manner by thechildren'sdivision and
its contractors of [upcoming] all team meetings and staffings concerning their licensure
statusor children placed in their homes, and shall be allowed to participate, consistent with
section 210.761.

(6) The children's division [of family services] and its contractors shall establish
reasonably accessible respite care for children in foster care for short periods of time, jointly
determined by foster parents and the child's caseworker pursuant to section 210.545. Foster
parents shall follow all procedures defined by the children'sdivision and its contractors
for requesting and using respite care.

[(2)] (7) Foster parentsshall treat all information received from the children'sdivision
[of family services] and its contractor s about the child and the child's family as confidential.
I nformation necessary for the medical or psychiatric careof the child may be provided to
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theappropriatepractitioners. Foster parentsmay shareinfor mation necessary with school
personnel in order to secureasafeand appropriate education for thechild. Additionally,
foster parents[may] shall shareinformation they may |earn about the child and the child'sfamily,
and concernsthat arisein thecareof thechild, with the caseworker and other members of the
childwelfareteam. Recognizing that placement changesaredifficult for children, foster parents
shall seek all necessary information, and participate in preplacement visits whenever possible,
before deciding whether to accept a child for placement. [Foster parents shall follow all
procedures defined by the division of family services for requesting and using respite care.]

3. (1) Foster parents shall make decisions about the daily living concerns of the child,
and shall be permitted to continue the practice of their own family values and routines while
respecting the child's cultural heritage. All discipline shall be consistent with state laws and
regulations. Thechildren'sdivision [of family services] shall allow foster parentsto help plan
visitation between the child and the child'ssiblingsor biological family. Visitationsshould be
scheduled at atimethat meetsthe needs of the child, the biological family members, and
the foster family whenever possible. Recognizing that visitation with family membersis
an important right of children in foster care, foster parents shall be flexible and
cooper ative with regard to family visits.

(2) Foster parents shall provide carethat isrespectful of the child's cultural identity and
needs. Recognizing that cultural competence can be learned, the children's division and
their contractors shall provide foster parents with training that specifically addresses
cultural needsof children, including but not limited to, infor mation on skin and hair care,
information on any specific religious or cultural practicesof the child'sbiological family,
and referralsto community resour ces for ongoing education and support.

(3) Foster parents shall recognize that the purpose of disciplineisto teach and direct the
behavior of the child, and ensure that it is administered in a humane and sensitive manner.
[Recognizing that visitation with family membersis an important right, foster parents shall be
flexibleand cooperativeinregardtofamily visits.] Foster parentsshall usedisciplinemethods
which are consistent with children’'sdivision policy.

4. (1) Consistent with state laws and regulations, the [state may] children’'s division
and itscontractor sshall provide, upon request by thefoster parents, information about achild's
progress after the child leaves foster care.

(2) Except in emergencies, foster parents shall be given two weeks advance notice
[consistent with division policy,] and awritten statement of thereasonsbeforeachildisremoved
from their care. When requesting removal of a child from their home, foster parentsshall
give two weeks advance notice, consistent with division policy, to the child's caseworker,
except in emergency situations.
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(3) Recognizingthecritical nature of attachment for children, if achild reentersthe
foster care system and isnot placed in arelative home, the child's former foster parents shall
be [considered as a placement option] given first consideration for placement of the child.

(4) If achild becomesfreefor adoptionwhileinfoster care, thechild'sfoster family shall
be given preferential consideration as adoptive parents consistent with section 453.070, RSMo.

[(2)] (5) [Confidentiality rightsof the child and thechild's parentsshall be respected and
maintained. Foster parentsshall inform the child's caseworker of their interest if achild reenters
the system.] If afoster child becomesfreefor adoption and the foster parents desire to adopt the
child, they shall inform the caseworker [in a timely manner] within sixty days of the
caseworker'sinitial query. If they do not chooseto pursue adoption, foster parents shall make
every effort to support and encourage the child's placement in apermanent home, including but
not limited to providing information on the history and care needs of the child and
accommodatingtransitional visitation. [When regquesting removal of achildfromtheir home,
foster parents shall give reasonable advance notice, consistent with division policy, to thechild's
caseworker, except in emergency situations.]

5. (1) Foster parents shall beinformed by the court [in atimely manner] no later than
two weeks prior of al court hearings pertaining to a child in their care, and informed of their
right to attend and participate, consistent with section 211.464, RSMo.

[(2) Foster parents shall share any concerns regarding the case plan for a child in their
carewith the child's caseworker, aswell as other members of the child welfareteam, in atimely
manner.]

6. Thechildren'sdivision and their contractors shall provide accessto afair and
impartial grievanceprocessto addr esslicensur e, case management decisions, and delivery
of serviceissues. Foster parentsshall havetimely accessto the child placement agency'sappeals
process, and shall be free from acts of retaliation when exercising the right to appeal .

7. Thechildren's division and their contractors shall provide training to foster
parents on the policies and procedures governing the licensure of foster homes, the
provision of foster care, and the adoption process. Foster parents shall, upon request, be
provided with written documentation of the policies of the children's division and their
contractors [know and follow the policies of the division of family services, including the
appeals procedure]. Per licensure requirements, foster parents shall comply with the
policies of the child placement agency.

8. For purposes of this section, "foster parent” means aresource family providing care
of children in state custody.

210.861. 1. Prior to establishment of atax prescribed by section 210.860 or section
67.1775, RSMo, the gover ning body of the city or county or city not within a county may
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appoint aboard of directorsconsisting of nine members, who shall beresidentsof thecity
or county or city not within a county. When the tax prescribed by section 210.860 or section
67.1775, RSMo, is established, the governing body of the city or county or city not within a
county shall appoint aboard of directors consisting of nine members, who shall be residents of
the city or county or city not within a county, if one has not previously been appointed. All
board members shall be appointed to servefor aterm of three years, except that of thefirst board
appointed, three members shall be appointed for one-year terms, three members for two-year
terms and three members for three-year terms. Board members may be reappointed. In acity
not within a county, or any county of the first classification with a charter form of government
with a population not less than nine hundred thousand inhabitants, or any county of the first
classification with a charter form of government with a population not less than two hundred
thousand inhabitants and not more than six hundred thousand inhabitants, or any noncharter
county of the first classification with a population not less than one hundred seventy thousand
and not more than two hundred thousand inhabitants, or any noncharter county of the first
classification with a population not less than eighty thousand and not more than eighty-three
thousand inhabitants, or any third classification county with a population not less than
twenty-eight thousand and not more than thirty thousand inhabitants, or any county of the third
classification with a population not less than nineteen thousand five hundred and not more than
twenty thousand inhabitants the members of the community mental health board of trustees
appointed pursuant to the provisions of sections 205.975 to 205.990, RSMo, shall be the board
members for the community children's services fund. The directors shall not receive
compensation for their services, but may be reimbursed for their actual and necessary expenses.

2. Theboard shall elect achairman, vice chairman, treasurer, and such other officersas
it deems necessary for its membership. Beforetaking office, the treasurer shall furnish asurety
bond, in an amount to be determined and in aform to be approved by the board, for the faithful
performance of his or her duties and faithful accounting of all moneys that may come into his
or her hands. The treasurer shall enter into the surety bond with a surety company authorized
to do businessin Missouri, and the cost of such bond shall be paid by the board of directors. The
board shall administer and expend all funds generated pursuant to section 210.860 or section
67.1775, RSMo, in amanner consistent with this section.

3. Onceestablished, theboard may, in itsown name, engagein and contract for any
and all types of services, actions, or endeavors, not contrary to the law, necessary to the
successful and efficient prosecution and continuation of the business and purposes for
which it iscreated, including conducting needs assessments, engaging in planning for the
delivery of services, applying for grantsfrom federal, state, or local gover nmentsor other
public or private entities, accepting donations, and expending funds.
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4. The board may contract with public or not-for-profit agencies licensed or certified
where appropriate to provide qualified services and may place conditions on the use of such
funds. Theboard shall reservetheright to audit the expenditure of any and all funds. The board
and any agency with which the board contracts may establish eligibility standardsfor the use of
such funds and the receipt of services. No member of the board shall serve on the governing
body, have any financial interest in, or be employed by any agency which isarecipient of funds
generated pursuant to this section and section 210.860 or section 67.1775, RSMo.

[4.] 5. Revenues collected and deposited in the community children's servicesfund may
be expended for the purchase of the following services:

(1) Upto thirty days of temporary shelter for abused, neglected, runaway, homeless or
emotionally disturbed youth; respite care services; and services to unwed mothers;

(2) Outpatient chemical dependency and psychiatrictreatment programs;, counselingand
related services as a part of transitiona living programs; home-based and community-based
family intervention programs; unmarried parent services; crisisintervention services, inclusive
of telephonehotlines; and prevention programswhich promote healthy lifestylesamong children
and youth and strengthen families;

(3) Individual, group, or family professional counseling and therapy services;
psychological evaluations; and mental health screenings.

[5.] 6. Revenuescollected and deposited inthe community children's servicesfund may
not be expended for inpatient medical, psychiatric, and chemical dependency services, or for
transportation services.
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