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AN ACT

To repeal section 192.935, RSMo, and to enact in lieu thereof three new sections relating to
vision examinations for school children.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Section 192.935, RSMo, is repealed and three new sections enacted in lieu
thereof, to be known as sections 167.194, 167.195, and 192.935, to read as follows:

167.194. 1. Beginning July 1, 2008, every child enrolling in kindergarten or first
grade in a public elementary school in this state shall receive one comprehensive vision
examination performed by a state licensed optometrist or physician. Evidence of the
examination shall be submitted to the school no later than January first of thefirst year
in which the student isenrolled at the school, provided that the evidence submitted in no
way violatesany provisions of the Health I nsurance Portability and Accountability Act of
1996, 42 U.S.C. 201 et seq.

2. Thestateboard of education, in conjunction with the department of health and
senior services, shall promulgate rules establishing the criteria for meeting the

EXPLANATION — Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill isnot enacted and is intended
to be omitted from the law. Matter in bold-face typein the above bill is proposed language.
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requirements of subsection 1 of this section, which may include, but are not limited to,
forms or other proof of such examination, or other rules as are necessary for the
enforcement of thissection. Theform or other proof of such examination shall includebut
not belimited to identifying theresult of the examinations performed under subsection 4
of this section, the cost for the examination, the examiners qualifications, and method of
payment through either:

(1) Insurance;

(2) Thestate Medicaid program;

(3) Complimentary; or

(4) Other form of payment.

3. Thedepartment of elementary and secondary education, in conjunction with the
department of health and senior services, shall compile and maintain a list of sourcesto
which children who may need vision examinations or children who have been found to
need further examination or vision correction may bereferred for treatment on afreeor
reduced cost basis. The sources may include individuals, and federal, state, local
government, and private programs. The department of elementary and secondary
education shall ensurethat the superintendent of schools, theprincipal of each elementary
school, the school nurse or other person responsible for school health services, and the
parent organization for each district elementary school receivesan updated copy of thelist
each year prior to school opening. Professional and service or ganizations concer ned with
vision health may assist in gathering and disseminating the information, at the direction
of the department of elementary and secondary education.

4. For purposes of this section, the following comprehensive vision examinations
shall include but not be limited to:

(1) Complete case history;

(2) Visual acuity at distance (aided and unaided);

(3) External examination and inter nal examination (ophthalmoscopic examination);

(4) Subjectiverefraction to best visual acuity.

5. Findingsfrom the evidence of examinationsshall be provided tothedepartment
of health and senior servicesand kept by theoptometrist or physician for aperiod of seven
years.

6. Intheevent that a parent or legal guardian of achild subject tothissection shall
submit totheappropriate school administrator awritten request that the child beexcused
from taking avision examination asprovided in thissection, that child shall be so excused.

7. Pursuant to section 23.253, RSM o, of the Missouri sunset act:
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(1) The provisions of the new program authorized under this section shall
automatically sunset on June 30, 2012, unless reauthorized by an act of the general
assembly; and

(2) If such program is reauthorized, the program authorized under this section
shall automatically sunset eight year safter the effective date of thereauthorization of this
section; and

(3) Thissection shall terminateon September first of thecalendar year immediately
following the calendar year in which the program authorized under this section issunset.

167.195. 1. Beginning July 1, 2008, and continuing through the 2011-2012 school
year unlessextended by act of thegeneral assembly, all public school districtsshall conduct
an eye screening for each student once before the completion of first grade and again
before the completion of third grade. The eye screening method utilized shall be one
approved by thechildren'svision commission and shall be perfor med by an appropriately
trained school nurseor other trained and qualified employee of the school district.

2. Results of each eye screening shall be recorded on a form provided by the
department of health and senior services, developed and approved by thechildren'svision
commission.

(1) A copy of the screening results, with all individual identifying information
removed, shall be sent to the state department of health and senior services which shall
compile the data contained in the reports for review and analysis by the commission or
other interested parties.

(2) When a student fails the eye screening, the school district shall send a notice
developed by thecommission tothe parent or guardian notifying them of theresultsof the
eye screening and propose that the student receive a complete eye examination from an
optometrist or physician. Such notice shall have a place for the parent to acknowledge
receipt along with an indication as to whether the student has received a complete eye
examination and the results of examination. Evidence of an examination provided by an
optometrist or physician within the year preceding the school eye screening shall be
sufficient for meetingtherequirementsof thissection. Thenoticecompleted by the parent
or guardian isto bereturned to the school and shall beretained in the student'sfile and
a copy shall be sent to the department of health and senior services.

(3) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, nothing in this section shall violate
any provision of the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996, 42
U.S.C. 201 et seg.

3. The" Children'sVision Commission” ishereby established which shall ceaseto
exist on June 30, 2012, unlessrenewed by act of the general assembly.
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(1) The commission shall be composed of three members appointed by the
governor: oneophthalmologist recommended by the Missouri Society of Eye Physicians
& Surgeons; one optometrist recommended by the Missouri Optometric Association; and
oneschool nurserecommended by theMissouri School NursesAssociation. Each member
of the commission shall serve a sixteen-month term as its chair in rotation, with the
ophthalmologist serving first, followed by the optometrist, and then the school nurse.
Member sof the commission shall servewithout compensation, but may bereimbursed for
reasonable and necessary expenses associated with carrying out their duties.

(2) Duties of the commission shall be asfollows:

(a) Analyzeand adopt oneor mor estandar dized eyescr eeningand eyeexamination
teststo carry out the requirements of thissection to be used in all schools beginning with
the 2008-2009 school year which, in the commission's estimation, have a reasonable
expectation of identifying vision problemsin children;

(b) Develop, in conjunction with the department of health and senior services, a
standardized reporting form which shall beused by all school districtsin carrying out the
requirements of this section;

(c) Design and coordinate appropriate training programs for school district staff
who conduct the screening exams. Such training programs may utilize the volunteer
services of nonprofit professional organizationswhich, in the opinion of the commission,
are qualified to carry out those responsibilities associated with providing the training
required;

(d) Conduct a pilot project to track the results of the eye screenings versus eye
examinations conducted based on the reports submitted by school districts to the
department of health and senior services;

(e) Develop and produce a brochure outlining the benefits of ongoing eye carefor
children and summarizingthesignsand symptomsof vision disorders. Thisbrochureshall
be made available to school districts for distribution, at a minimum, to the families of
studentswho fail the eye screening exam;

(f) By December 31, 2011, the commission shall submit a report to the general
assembly detailing the results and findings of the study, including but not limited to the
total number of eyescreeningsand eyeexaminations, thenumber of studentswhoreceived
a follow-up examination from an optometrist or physician and the results of those
examinations to deter mine the effectiveness of eye examinations ver sus eye screenings.

4. The department of health and senior services shall make a reasonable
accommodation for public review and inspection of the data collected as part of the eye
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screening pilot project provided that no information isrevealed that could identify any
individual student who was screened or examined.

5. In the event that a parent or legal guardian of a child objects to the child's
participation in the eye screening program, the child shall be excused upon receipt by the
appropriate school administrator of awritten request.

6. The department of health and senior services shall provide funding and staff
support to the commission, including but not limited to producing eye screening and
examination formsand brochures, printing, collection of data, and production of thefinal
report.

192.935. 1. There is hereby created in the state treasury the "Blindness Education,
Screening and Treatment Program Fund”. The fund shall consist of moneys donated pursuant
to subsection 7 of section 301.020, RSMo, and subsection 3 of section 302.171, RSMo.
Unexpended balances in the fund at the end of any fiscal year shall not be transferred to the
general revenue fund or any other fund, the provisions of section 33.080, RSMo, to the contrary
notwithstanding.

2. Subject totheavailability of fundsin the blindness education, screening and treatment
program fund, the department shall develop a blindness education, screening and treatment
program to provide blindness prevention education and to provide screening and treatment for
persons who do not have adequate coverage for such services under a health benefit plan.

3. The program shall provide for:

(1) Public education about blindness and other eye conditions,

(2) Screenings and eye examinations to identify conditions that may cause blindness;
[and]

(3) Treatment procedures necessary to prevent blindness; and

(4) Any additional costsfor vision examinationsunder section 167.195, RSM o, that
are not covered by existing public health insurance. Subject to appropriations, moneys
from thefund shall beused to pay for thoseadditional costs, provided that the costsdo not
exceed ninety-nine thousand dollars per year. Payment from the fund for vision
examinationsunder section 167.195, RSM o, shall not exceed the allowable state M edicaid
reimbursement amount for vision examinations.

4. Thedepartment may contract for program devel opment with any department-approved
nonprofit organization dealing with regional and community blindnesseducation, eye donor and
vision treatment services.

5. Thedepartment may adopt rulesto prescribe eligibility requirementsfor the program.
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26 6. Noruleor portion of arule promulgated pursuant to the authority of this section shall
27 become effective unless it has been promulgated pursuant to the provisions of chapter 536,
28 RSMo.
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