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FIRST REGULAR SESSION

HOUSE BILL NO. 858

94TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

INTRODUCED BY REPRESENTATIVE CUNNINGHAM (86).
Read 1st time February 14, 2007 and copies ordered printed.

D. ADAM CRUMBLISS, Chief Clerk
2065L.011

AN ACT

To amend chapter 544, RSM o, by adding thereto three new sectionsrelating to the citizens right
to know act.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Chapter 544, RSMo, isamended by adding thereto three new sections, to be
known as sections 544.700, 544.703, and 544.706, to read as follows:

544.700. 1. Sections 544.700 to 544.706 shall be known and may be cited asthe
" Citizens Right to Know Act of 2007" .

2. Asused in sections 544.700 to 544.706, the following ter ms shall mean:

(2) "Annual report” ,areport prepared by apretrial releaseagency that accur ately
summarizes the effectiveness of such agency's use of public funds;

(2) "Nonsecured release” , any release of a defendant from pretrial custody where
no financial guaranteeisrequired asa condition of such release;

(3) "Pretrial release agency”, any government-funded program whose function
includes making recommendations for the nonsecured release of criminal defendants or
for therelease of criminal defendants on the partial deposit of bail amount;

(4) "Register”, a public record prepared by the pretrial release agency readily
availablein theclerk's office of the courthouse which displaystherequired data;

(5) "Secured release", any release of a defendant from pretrial custody where a
financial guarantee, such ascash or surety bond, isrequired asacondition of such release.

EXPLANATION — Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill isnot enacted and is intended
to be omitted from the law. Matter in bold-face typein the above bill is proposed language.
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544.703. 1. Thepretrial release agency in each county of this state shall prepare
a register displaying information regarding the cases and defendants who are
recommended for release by such agency. Theregister shall belocated in theclerk'soffice
of thecourt in which thepretrial release agency islocated and theregister shall bereadily
availableto the public.

2. The register shall be updated on a weekly basis and shall display accurate
information regarding the following information for each defendant whose nonsecured
release was recommended by the pretrial release agency:

(1) Thecharge against the defendant;

(2) Thenatureof any prior relevant criminal convictions against the defendant;

(3) Court appearancesrequired;

(4) Any missed court dates;

(5) Any bench warrantsissued; and

(6) Any instance of noncompliance.

544.706. 1. Prior totheend of thefirst quarter of each calendar year, every pretrial
release agency in each county of this state shall submit an annual report to the office of
state courtsadministrator for the prior calendar year.

2. Theannual report shall contain, but not belimited to, thefollowinginformation:

(1) Thecomplete operating budget of the pretrial release agency;

(2) Thenumber of personnel employed by the pretrial release agency;

(3) The total number of release recommendations made by the pretrial release
agency;

(4) Thetotal number of casesreviewed by the pretrial release agency;

(5) The total number of cases in which nonsecured release was denied by the
pretrial release agency;

(6) The number of defendants released on nonsecured release after a positive
recommendation by the pretrial release agency;

(7) Theaverageperiod of timethe defendant isincar cerated beforebeingreleased
on recommendation by thepretrial release agency, with the statistics classified asfelonies
and misdemeanors,

(8) Thetotal number of cases where the defendant was released on nonsecured
release after a positiverecommendation by the pretrial release agency and the defendant
had at least one missed court date within one year of the date of release;

(9) Thetotal number of cases where a defendant was released on a nonsecured
releaseafter apositiverecommendation by thepretrial releaseagency and abench warrant
was issued by the court on the defendant’'sfailure to appear on a nonsecured release;
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(10) Thetotal number of cases where a defendant was released on a nonsecured
releaseafter apositiverecommendation by thepretrial releaseagency and abench warrant
wasissued by the court but remained unserved after one year; and

(11) Thetotal number of cases where a defendant wasreleased on a nonsecured
release after a positiverecommendation by thepretrial release agency and awarrant was
issued for thedefendant after hisor her releasefor additional criminal chargeswithin one
year.

3. The annual report shall also contain an accounting of the percentage of the
pretrial release agency's budget which is allocated to steering defendants eligible for
secured release toward obtaining their own release through nongover nment-sponsor ed
programs.
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