© 00N O~ WN

B R
N B O

FIRST REGULAR SESSION

HOUSE BILL NO. 940

94TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

INTRODUCED BY REPRESENTATIVES ROBB (Sponsor), BAKER (123), PORTWOOQD,
SCHARNHORST, POLLOCK, CUNNINGHAM (86), MUSCHANY, KRATKY, DAUS, MEINERS, FISHER,
SCHIEFFER, HOLSMAN, HUBBARD, BAKER (25), SILVEY, ZIMMERMAN,

STREAM AND VILLA (Co-sponsors).

Read 1st time February 21, 2007 and copies ordered printed.

D. ADAM CRUMBLISS, Chief Clerk
2245011

AN ACT

To amend chapter 168, RSMo, by adding thereto one new section relating to the establishment
of the teach for Missouri act.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Chapter 168, RSMo, is amended by adding thereto one new section, to be
known as section 168.700, to read as follows:

168.700. 1. Thisact shall beknown, and may becited, asthe" Teach for Missouri
Act".

2. Asused in this section, the following terms shall mean:

(1) "Department”, the Missouri department of elementary and secondary
education;

(2) "Eligibleapplicant": a high school senior who:

() IsaUnited Statescitizen;

(b) Hasacumulativegradepoint averagerankingin thetop ten percentilein their
graduating class and scores in the top twenty percentile on either the ACT or SAT
assessment; or hasa cumulative grade point averagerankingin thetop twenty percentile
in their graduating class and scores in the top ten percentile of the ACT or SAT
assessment;

EXPLANATION — Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill isnot enacted and is intended
to be omitted from the law. Matter in bold-face typein the above bill is proposed language.
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(c) Upon graduation from high school, attends a Missouri higher education
institution and attainsateaching certificateand either abachelorsor graduatedegreewith
a cumulative grade point average of at least 3.0 on a 4 point scale or equivalent;

(d) Signs an agreement with the department in which the applicant agrees to
engagein qualified employment upon graduation from a higher education institution for
fiveyears, and

(e) Upon graduation from the higher education institution, engages in qualified
employment;

(3) "Qualified employment” , employment as ateacher, assuch term isdefined in
section 168.104, in a school located in a school district that is classified as" provisionally
accredited” or " unaccredited” by the department at thetimethe eligible applicant signs
their first contract to teach in such district. Applicantsshall only teach subject areas at
schools within such school districtswherethe scoresin the subject areas at the school on
the statewide assessment as provided in section 160.518, RSM o, are lower than the state
average. Preference shall be given to a public school located in such school district, the
population of which includesa higher than average" at-risk student population”, assuch
term shall be defined by the department.

3. Within thelimitsof amountsappropriated therefor, thedepartment shall, upon
proper verification to the department by an eligible applicant and the school district in
which the applicant is engaged in qualified employment, enter into a one-year contract
with eligible applicantsto repay theinterest and principal on the educational loansof the
applicants as provided in subsection 4 of this section. The department may enter into
subsequent one-year contracts with eligible applicants, not to total more than five such
contracts. The fifth one-year contract shall provide for a stipend to such applicants as
provided in subsection 4 of this section. If the school district becomes accredited at any
time during which the eigible applicant isteaching at a school under a contract entered
into pursuant tothissection, nothingin thissection shall precludethedepartment and the
eligible applicant from entering into subsequent contracts to teach within the school
district. An €ligible applicant who does not enter into a contract with the department
under the provisions of this subsection shall not be eligible for repayment of educational
loans or a stipend under the provisions of subsection 4 of this section.

4. At the conclusion of each of the first four academic years that an eligible
applicant engages in qualified employment, one-fourth of the eligible applicant's
educational loans, not to exceed fivethousand dollar sper year, shall berepaid under terms
provided in the contract. At the conclusion of the fifth academic year that an eligible
applicant engagesin qualified employment, a stipend in an amount equal to onethousand
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dollarsshall begranted to the eligible applicant. The maximum of five thousand dollars
per year and the stipend of one thousand dollars shall be adjusted annually by the same
percentage asthe increase in the general price level as measured by the Consumer Price
Indexfor All Urban Consumer sfor theUnited States, or itssuccessor index, asdefined and
officially recorded by the United States Department of L abor or itssuccessor agency. The
amount of any repayment of educational loans under this subsection shall not exceed the
actual cost of tuition and required feesfor thedigibleapplicant at theinstitution of higher
education from which the eligible applicant graduated.

5. Thedepartment shall create and maintain a" Teach for Missouri" coordinator
position, the main responsibility of which shall be the identification, recruitment, and
selection of potential students meeting the requirements of paragraph (b) of subdivision
(2) of subsection 2 of thissection. I n selecting potential students, the coordinator shall give
preferenceto applicantsthat represent avariety of racial backgroundsin order to ensure
adiverse group of eligible applicants.

6. Thedepartment shall promulgaterulesto enforcethe provisionsof thissection,
including, but not belimited to: applicant eligibility, selection criteria, and the content of
loan repayment contracts. If thenumber of applicantsexceedsthenumber of scholar ships
or revenues available, priority shall beto those applicants with the most recent contract
date.

7. Any ruleor portion of arule, asthat term isdefined in section 536.010, RSM o,
that iscreated under the authority delegated in this section shall become effective only if
it complies with and is subject to all of the provisions of chapter 536, RSMo, and, if
applicable, section 536.028, RSMo. Thissection and chapter 536, RSM o, ar enonseverable
and if any of the power svested with the gener al assembly pursuant to chapter 536, RSMo,
toreview, to delay the effective date, or to disapprove and annul a rule are subsequently
held unconstitutional, then the grant of rulemaking authority and any rule proposed or
adopted after August 28, 2007, shall beinvalid and void.

8. Thereishereby created in the state treasury the " Teach for Missouri Fund".
The statetreasurer shall be custodian of the fund and shall approve disbur sementsfrom
thefund in accordancewith sections 30.170 and 30.180, RSMo. Privatedonations, federal
grants, and other funds provided for theimplementation of this section shall be placed in
theteach for Missouri fund. Upon appropriation, money in the fund shall be used solely
for therepayment of loansand the payment of stipendsunder theprovisionsof thissection.
Notwithstanding the provisions of section 33.080, RSMo, to the contrary, any moneys
remaining in the fund at the end of the biennium shall not revert to the credit of the
general revenue fund. The state treasurer shall invest moneysin the fund in the same
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manner asother fundsareinvested. Any interest and moneysearned on such investments
shall be credited to the fund.

9. Thegeneral assembly shall appropriate an amount necessary to properly fund
this section, not to exceed one million dollars in any fiscal year. The maximum of one
million dollarsin any fiscal year shall be adjusted annually by the same per centage asthe
increasein thegeneral pricelevel asmeasured by the Consumer Pricelndex for All Urban
Consumersfor theUnited States, or itssuccessor index, asdefined and officially recorded
by the United States Department of Labor or its successor agency.
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