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AN ACT

To amend chapter 537, RSMo, by adding thereto one new section relating to the wrongful injury
or death of a companion animal.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Chapter 537, RSMo, is amended by adding thereto one new section, to be
known as section 537.102, to read as follows:

537.102. 1. Asused in thissection, theterm " companion animal” shall mean any
cat or dog, and any other domesticated animal normally maintained in or near the
household of the owner or person who caresfor such domesticated animal.

2. A person whowith nojustifiablepurposeintentionally, recklessly, or negligently,
by act or omission, kills or causes the death of a companion animal shall be liable in
damagesfor thefair monetary valueof thedeceased companion animal tohisor her owner,
includingdamagesfor thelossof thereasonably expected society, companionship, comfort,
protection, and servicesof thedeceased companion animal tohisor her owner; reasonable
burial expenses of the deceased companion animal; court costsand reasonable attorney's
fees, and other reasonable damages resulting from the intentional, reckless, or negligent
act or omission.

3. A personwhowith nojustifiablepurposeintentionally, recklessly, or negligently,
by act or omission, causesinjury to acompanion animal shall beliablein damagesfor the
current and anticipated future expenses of veterinary and other special medical care
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required; thelossof reasonably expected society, companionship, comfort, protection, and
services of the injured companion animal to hisor her owner; pain, suffering, emotional
distress, and consequential damages sustained by the companion animal's owner; pain,
suffering and loss of faculties sustained by the companion animal; court costs and
reasonable attor ney'sfees, and other reasonable damagesresulting from theintentional,
reckless, or negligent act or omission.

4. A personwhowith nojustifiablepurposeintentionally, recklessly, or negligently,
by act or omission, causes the injury or death of a companion animal shall be liable in
punitive damages of not lessthan two thousand five hundred dollars.

5. Damages under this section for injuries sustained by a companion animal's
owner shall berecovered in an action in tort, commenced within threeyearsfrom thedate
of injury or death or from thedatewhen the owner knew, or in the exer cise of reasonable
diligence should have known, of the factual basisfor a cause of action, subject to further
extension on account of any suspension of the statute of limitations dueto infancy, death,
or other cause as provided by law.

6. Damages under thissection for injuriessustained by a companion animal shall
berecovered in an action in tort brought by a guardian ad litem or next friend appointed
by the court and commenced within three years from the date of injury or from the date
when theguardian ad litem or next friend knew, or in the exer cise of reasonablediligence
should have known, of thefactual basisfor a cause of action, subject to further extension
on account of any suspension of the statute of limitations dueto infancy, death, or other
causeasprovided by law. Damages so recover ed shall be payableintoatrust for thecare
of the companion animal, which trust shall be enforceable for the life of the companion
animal by a person appointed by the court. Any remainder of trust fundsexisting at the
death of the companion animal shall be distributed to a nonpr ofit or ganization dedicated
to the protection of companion animals.

7. Restraining ordersand other injunctiverelief for the wrongful injury or death
of acompanion animal may beissued by a court of competent jurisdiction asappropriate.

8. Theremedies provided in this section are in addition to any other remedies
allowed by law.
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