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AN ACT

To amend chapter 115, RSMo, by adding thereto one new section relating to instant runoff
voting.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Chapter 115, RSMo, is amended by adding thereto one new section, to be
known as section 115.438, to read as follows:

115.438. 1. Asused in thissection, the following terms mean:

(1) " Continuingballot" , aballot that hasnot been exhausted by theinstant runoff
Vote;

(2) " Continuingcandidate" , acandidatewhohasnot been eliminated by theinstant
runoff vote;

(3) " Exhausted ballot" , aballot upon which all of the choiceshave been eliminated
or upon which no more choices are indicated;

(4) "Instant runoff vote", a procedure of voting as described in this section that
requires a candidate to receive a majority rather than a plurality of the votes cast for a
particular office before the candidate takes office, and that allows voters to elect a
candidate by casting ranked-choice ballots in the event no candidate for a state office
receives a majority of the votes cast for such state office;

(5) " Ranked-choiceballot", a ballot that allows votersto vote for candidates and
torank anumber of choicesin order of preferenceequal tothetotal number of candidates

EXPLANATION — Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill isnot enacted and is intended
to be omitted from the law. Matter in bold-face typein the above bill is proposed language.
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for each office in the event an instant runoff vote is required after the votes are first
counted under this chapter;

(6) " State office", the offices of governor, lieutenant gover nor, secretary of state,
state auditor, statetreasurer, attorney general, state representative, and state senator.

2. All primary and general elections for state offices shall be by ranked-choice
ballots and the instant runoff vote established in this section. No candidate for any state
officeshall benominated or certified under thischapter unlesssuch candidatehasreceived
amajority of the votescast in the election for such state office.

3. Ranked-choice ballots shall be used for all primary and general elections for
state office. If the voting system used cannot feasibly accommodate choices equal to the
total number of candidatesrunning for each state office, then the secretary of state may
limit the number of choices a voter may rank to no fewer than three. The ballot shall in
no way interferewith a voter'sability to cast a write-in votefor a candidate.

4. Votesfor all candidatesfor stateofficeshall becounted and recorded asprovided
in this chapter, and shall be certified in the following manner:

() If acandidatereceivesamajority of thefir st choicesafter thefirst count of votes
under thischapter, that candidate shall be certified asthe winner;

(2) If no candidate receives a majority after the first count, the candidate who
received the fewest first choices shall be eliminated and each vote cast for that candidate
shall be transferred to the next ranked candidate on that voter's ballot. If, after this
transfer of votes, any candidatehasamajority of thevotesfrom thecontinuing ballots, that
candidate shall be certified asthe winner;

(3) If nocandidatereceivesamajority of votesfrom the continuing ballots after a
candidatehasbeen eliminated and such candidate' svoteshavebeen transferred tothenext
ranked candidate, the continuing candidate with the fewest votes from the continuing
ballotsshall beeliminated. All votescast for that candidateshall betransferred tothenext
ranked continuing candidateon each voter'sballot. Thisprocessof eliminating candidates
and transferring of votesto the next ranked continuing candidates shall berepeated until
a candidate receives a majority of the votes from the continuing ballots;

(4) If the total number of votes of the two or more candidates credited with the
lowest number of votesislessthan the number of votescredited to the candidatewith the
next highest number of votes, those candidates with the lowest number of votes shall be
eliminated ssimultaneously and their votes transferred to the next ranked continuing
candidate on each ballot in a single counting oper ation;

(5) A tiebetween two or morecandidatesshall beresolved in accordancewith this
chapter.
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5. No exhausted ballot shall be counted in further stages of the tabulation. If a
ranked-choice ballot gives equal rank to two or more candidates, the ballot shall be
declared exhausted when such multiple rankings are reached. If a voter casts a
ranked-choice ballot but skipsarank, thevoter'svote shall betransferred to that voter's
next ranked choice.

6. All methods of voting and tabulating of votesfor state offices authorized under
this chapter shall accommodate ranked-choice ballotsfor instant runoff votes.

7. All statutesand regulations gover ning voting procedur esand ballotsunder this
chapter shall gover ninstant runoff voting and ranked-choiceballotsasdeter mined by the
secretary of state.

8. Thesecretary of state shall conduct a voter education campaign to familiarize
voter swith the ranked-choice or instant runoff vote system.

9. Thesecretary of stateshall promulgaterulestoimplement the provisionsof this
section. Any ruleor portion of arule, asthat term isdefined in section 536.010, RSMo,
that iscreated under the authority delegated in this section shall become effective only if
it complies with and is subject to all of the provisions of chapter 536, RSMo, and, if
applicable, section 536.028, RSM 0. Thissection and chapter 536, RSM o, arenonseverable
and if any of the powers vested with the general assembly under chapter 536, RSMo, to
review, todelay theeffectivedate, or to disapproveand annul arulearesubsequently held
unconstitutional, then thegrant of rulemakingauthority and any ruleproposed or adopted
after August 28, 2008, shall beinvalid and void.

10. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, this section shall
govern all primary and general electionsfor state office held after January 1, 20009.
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