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SECOND REGULAR SESSION

HOUSE BILL NO. 1360

94TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

INTRODUCED BY REPRESENTATIVES FLOOK (Sponsor), JONES (89), RUESTMAN,
SCHAD AND GRILL (Co-sponsors).

Pre-filed December 5, 2007 and copies ordered printed.

D. ADAM CRUMBLISS, Chief Clerk
3485L.011

AN ACT

To repeal sections 454.850, 454.855, 454.857, 454.860, 454.867, 454.869, 454.871, 454.874,
454.877, 454.880, 454.885, 454.887, 454.890, 454.892, 454.895, 454.897, 454.902,
454.905, 454.907, 454.912, 454.917, 454.920, 454.927, 454.930, 454.932, 454.934,
454.936, 454.943, 454.946, 454.951, 454.956, 454.958, 454.963, 454.971, 454.973,
454.976, 454.983, 454.989, 454.991, and 454.993, RSMo, and to enact in lieu thereof
forty-two new sections relating to the interstate family support act.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Sections 454.850, 454.855, 454.857, 454.860, 454.867, 454.869, 454.871,
454.874, 454.877, 454.880, 454.885, 454.887, 454.890, 454.892, 454.895, 454.897, 454.902,
454.905, 454.907, 454.912, 454.917, 454.920, 454.927, 454.930, 454.932, 454.934, 454.936,
454.943, 454.946, 454.951, 454.956, 454.958, 454.963, 454.971, 454.973, 454.976, 454.983,
454,989, 454.991, and 454.993, RSMo, are repealed and forty-two new sectionsenacted in lieu
thereof, to be known as sections 454.850, 454.855, 454.857, 454.860, 454.867, 454.869,
454.871, 454.874, 454.877, 454.878, 454.879, 454.880, 454.885, 454.887, 454.890, 454.892,
454.895, 454.897, 454.902, 454.905, 454.907, 454.912, 454.917, 454.920, 454.927, 454.930,
454.932, 454.934, 454.936, 454.943, 454.946, 454.951, 454.956, 454.958, 454.963, 454.971,
454.973, 454.976, 454.982, 454.983, 454.989, and 454.991, to read as follows:

454.850. In sections 454.850 to [454.997] 454.999:

EXPLANATION — Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill isnot enacted and is intended
to be omitted from the law. Matter in bold-face typein the above bill is proposed language.
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(1) "Child" means an individual, whether over or under the age of magjority, who is or
isalleged to be owed aduty of support by theindividual's parent or whoisor isalleged to be the
beneficiary of a support order directed to the parent.

(2) "Child support order" means a support order for a child, including a child who has
attained the age of majority under the law of the issuing stete.

(3) "Duty of support" means an obligation imposed or imposable by law to provide
support for a child, spouse, or former spouse, including an unsatisfied obligation to provide
support.

(4) "Home state" meansthe statein which achild lived with a parent or a person acting
as parent for at least six consecutive months immediately preceding the time of filing of a
petition or comparable pleading for support and, if achild islessthan six months old, the state
in which the child lived from birth with any of them. A period of temporary absence of any of
them is counted as part of the six-month or other period.

(5) "Income" includes earnings or other periodic entitlementsto money from any source
and any other property subject to withholding for support under the law of this state.

(6) "Income-withholding order" means an order or other legal process directed to an
obligor's employer or other debtor, as defined by section 452.350, RSMo, or 454.505, to
withhold support from the income of the obligor.

(7) "Initiating state" means a state from which a proceeding is forwarded or in which a
proceedingisfiled for forwarding to aresponding state under the provisions of sections454.850
t0 [454.997 or alaw or procedure substantially similar to sections 454.850 to 454.997, or under
alaw or procedure substantially similar to the uniform reciprocal enforcement of support act, or
the revised uniform reciprocal enforcement of support act] 454.999.

(8) "Initiating tribunal™ means the authorized tribunal in an initiating state.

(9) "lIssuing state" means the state in which atribunal issues a support order or renders
ajudgment determining parentage.

(10) "Issuing tribuna"” means the tribunal that issues a support order or renders a
judgment determining parentage.

(11) "Law" includes decisional and statutory law and rules and regulations having the
force of law.

(12) "Obligee" means:

(i) anindividual to whom aduty of supportisor isalleged to be owed or in whose favor
a support order has been issued or ajudgment determining parentage has been rendered,;

(ii) astateor political subdivision to which the rights under aduty of support or support
order have been assigned or which hasindependent claimsbased on financial assistance provided
to an individua obligee; or
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(ii1) anindividual seeking ajudgment determining parentage of the individual's child.

(13) "Obligor" means an individual, or the estate of a decedent:

(i) who owes or is alleged to owe a duty of support;

(i) who is alleged but has not been adjudicated to be a parent of a child; or

(iif) whoisliable under a support order.

(14) "Person" means an individual, corporation, business trust, estate, trust
partnership, limited liability company, association, joint venture, government,
governmental subdivision, agency, or instrumentality, public corporation, or any other
legal or commercial entity.

(15) "Record" meansinformation that isinscribed on a tangible medium or that
isstored in an electronic or other medium and isretrievablein perceivable form.

(16) "Register" means to record or file a support order or judgment determining
parentage in the tribunal having jurisdiction in such action.

[(15)] (17) "Registeringtribunal" meansatribunal in which asupport order isregistered.

[(16)] (18) "Responding state" means a state in which a proceeding isfiled or to which
aproceeding is forwarded for filing from an initiating state under the provisions of sections
454.850 to [454.997] 454.999 or alaw substantially similar to sections 454.850 to [454.997, or
under alaw or procedure substantially similar to the uniform reciprocal enforcement of support
act, or the revised uniform reciprocal enforcement of support act] 454.999.

[(17)] (19) "Responding tribunal™ means the authorized tribunal in aresponding state.

[(18)] (20) " Spousal-support order" meansasupport order for aspouse or former spouse
of the obligor.

[(19)] (21) "State" means a state of the United States, the District of Columbia, the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, or any territory or insular possession subject to thejurisdiction
of the United States. The term "state" includes:

(i) anIndiantribe; and

(if) aforeign jurisdiction that has enacted alaw or established procedures for issuance
and enforcement of support orders which are substantially similar to the procedures under
sections 454.850 to [454.997 or the procedures under the uniform reciprocal enforcement of
support act or the revised uniform reciprocal enforcement of support act] 454.999.

[(20)] (22) "Support enforcement agency” means a public official or agency authorized
to seek:

(i) enforcement of support orders or laws relating to the duty of support;

(i) establishment or modification of child support;

(iii) determination of parentage; [or]

(iv) [tolocate] location of obligors or their assets; or
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(v) determination of the controlling child support order.

[(21)] (23) "Support order" means ajudgment, decree, [or] order, or directive, whether
temporary, final, or subject to modification, issued by a tribunal for the benefit of a child, a
spouse, or a former spouse, which provides for monetary support, health care, arrearages, or
reimbursement, and may include related costs and fees, interest, income withholding, attorney's
fees, and other relief.

[(22)] (24) "Tribunal" means a court, administrative agency, or quasi-judicial entity
authorized to establish, enforce, or modify support orders or to determine parentage.

454.855. (a) Remedies provided by sections 454.850 to [454.997] 454.999 are
cumulative and do not affect the availability of remedies under other law, including the
recognition of asupport order of aforeign country or political subdivision on the bases of
comity.

(b) Sections 454.850 to 454.999 do not:

(1) providetheexclusivemethod of establishingor enforcingasupport order under
the laws of this state; or

(2) grant atribunal of thisstatejurisdiction to render judgment or issue an order
relating to child custody or visitation in a proceeding under sections 454.850 to 454.999.

454.857. (a) In aproceeding to establish, or enforce, or modify a support order or to
determine parentage, atribunal of thisstate may exercise personal jurisdiction over anonresident
individual or the individual's guardian or conservator if:

(1) theindividual is personally served with notice within this state;

(2) the individual submits to the jurisdiction of this state by consent, by entering a
general appearance, or by filing aresponsive document having the effect of waiving any contest
to personal jurisdiction;

(3) theindividua resided with the child in this state;

(4) theindividual resided in this state and provided prenatal expenses or support for the
child;

(5) thechild residesin this state asaresult of the acts or directives of the individual;

(6) theindividual engaged in sexual intercoursein thisstate and the child may have been
conceived by that act of intercourse;

(7) theindividual asserted parentage in the putative father registry maintained in this
state by the department of health and senior services; or

(8) thereisany other basis consistent with the constitutions of this state and the United
States for the exercise of personal jurisdiction.

(b) Thebasesof personal jurisdiction set forthin subsection (a) or in any other laws
of thisstate shall not be used to acquire personal jurisdiction for atribunal of thestateto
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modify a child support order of another state unlessthe requirements of section 454.973
or 454.978 are met.

454.860. [A tribunal of this state exercising personal jurisdiction over a nonresident
under section 454.857 may apply section 454.917 to receive evidence from another state, and
section 454.922 to obtain discovery through atribunal of another state. In all other respects,
sections 454.880 to 454.983 do not apply and the tribuna shall apply the procedural and
substantive law of thisstate, including the rules on choice of law other than those established by
sections 454.850 to 454.997] Personal jurisdiction acquired by a tribunal of thisstatein a
proceeding under sections 454.850 to 454.999 or other laws of this state relating to a
support order continues as long as a tribunal of this state has continuing, exclusive
jurisdiction to modify itsorder or continuing jurisdiction to enforceitsorder asprovided
by sections 454.867, 454.869, and 454.870.

454.867. () A tribunal of thisstate [issuing] that hasissued asupport order consistent
with the law of this state has and shall exer cise continuing, exclusive jurisdiction [over g to
modify its child support order if the order isthe controlling order and:

(1) [aslong as] at the time of the filing of a request for modification this state
[remaing] is the residence of the obligor, the individual obligee, or the child for whose benefit
the support order isissued; or

(2) [until eachindividual party hasfiled written consent with thetribunal of thisstatefor
atribunal of another state to modify the order and assume continuing, exclusive jurisdiction]
even if thisstateisnot theresidence of the obligor, theindividual obligee, or the child for
whose benefit the support order isissued, the partiesconsent in arecord or in open court
that the tribunal of this state may continue to exercise jurisdiction to modify itsorder.

(b) A tribunal of thisstate[issuing] that hasissued achild support order consistent with
the law of this state may not exercise[its] continuing, exclusive jurisdiction to modify the order
if [the order has been modified by atribunal of another state pursuant to sections 454.850 to
454,997 or alaw substantially similar to sections 454.850 to 454.997] :

(2) all of the partieswho areindividualsfile consent in arecord with thetribunal
of this state that a tribunal of another state that hasjurisdiction over at least one of the
parties who is an individual or that is located in the state of residence of the child may
modify the order and assume continuing, exclusive jurisdiction; or

(2) itsorder isnot the controlling order.

(c) If a[child support order of this state is modified by a tribunal of another state
pursuant to sections 454.850 to 454.997 or a law substantially similar to sections 454.850 to
454.997, a tribunal of this state loses its continuing, exclusive jurisdiction with regard to
prospective enforcement of the order issued in this state, and may only:
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(1) enforcethe order that was modified asto amounts accruing before the modification;

(2) enforce nonmodifiable aspects of that order; and

(3) provideother appropriaterelief for violations of that order which occurred beforethe
effective date of the modification.

(d) A tribunal of this state shall recognize the continuing, exclusive jurisdiction of a
tribunal of another state which hasissued a child support order pursuant to sections 454.850 to
454,997 or alaw substantially similar to sections454.850t0 454.997] tribunal of another state
hasissued a child support order under sections 454.850 to 454.999 or a law substantially
similar to sections 454.850 to 454.999 which modifies a child support order of atribunal
of thisstate, tribunals of thisstate shall recognize the continuing, exclusivejurisdiction of
thetribunal of the other state.

(d) A tribunal of this statethat lacks continuing, exclusive jurisdiction to modify
achild support order may serveasan initiating tribunal to request a tribunal of another
state to modify a support order issued in that state.

(e) A temporary support order issued ex parte or pending resolution of ajurisdictional
conflict does not create continuing, exclusive jurisdiction in the issuing tribunal .

[(f) A tribunal of this state issuing a support order consistent with the law of this state
has continuing, exclusive jurisdiction over a spousal support order throughout the existence of
the support obligation. A tribunal of this state may not modify a spousal support order issued
by atribunal of another state having continuing, exclusive jurisdiction over that order under the
law of that state.]

454.869. (a) A tribunal of thisstate that hasissued a child support order consistent
with the laws of this state may serve as an initiating tribunal to request atribunal of another
state to enforce [or modify a support order issued in that stete] :

(1) theorder if theorder isthe controlling order and has not been modified by a
tribunal of another statethat assumed jurisdiction under sections 454.850 to 454.999; or

(2) amoney judgment for arrears of support and interest on the order accrued
before a determination that an order of another stateisthe controlling order.

(b) A tribunal of this state having continuing[, exclusive] jurisdiction over a support
order may act asaresponding tribunal to enforce [or modify] the order. [If aparty subject to the
continuing, exclusive jurisdiction of the tribunal no longer resides in the issuing state, in
subsequent proceedingsthetribunal may apply section 454.917 toreceive evidencefrom another
state and section 454.922 to obtain discovery through atribunal of another state.

(c) A tribunal of this state which lacks continuing, exclusive jurisdiction over a spousal
support order may not serve as a responding tribunal to modify a spousal support order of
another state.]



H.B. 1360 7

454.871. (a) If aproceedingisbrought under sections454.850 to 454.997, and only one
tribunal has issued a child support order, the order of that tribunal is controlling and must be
recognized.

(b) If aproceeding is brought under sections 454.850 to 454.997, and two or more child
support orders have beenissued by tribunal s of this state or another state with regard to the same
obligor and same child, atribunal of this state having jurisdiction over both the obligor and
individual obligee shall apply the following rulesin determining which order [to recognize for
purposes of continuing, exclusive jurisdiction] controls:

(2) If only one of the tribunals would have continuing, exclusive jurisdiction under
sections 454.850 to [454.997] 454.999, the order of that tribunal is controlling and must be
recognized.

(2) If morethan oneof thetribunal swould have continuing, exclusivejurisdiction under
sections 454.850 to [454.997] 454.999, an order issued by atribunal in the current home state
of the child [must be recognized] controls, but if an order has not been issued in the current
home state of the child, the order most recently issued [is controlling and must be recognized]
controls.

(3) If none of thetribunals would have continuing exclusive jurisdiction under sections
454.850t0[454.997] 454.999, thetribunal of thisstate[havingjurisdiction over theparties] must
issue a child support order, which [is controlling and must be recognized] controls.

(c) If two or more child support orders have been issued for the same obligor and same
child [and if the obligor or theindividual obligeeresidesin this state], upon request of a party
[may request] who isan individual or a support enforcement agency atribunal of this state
[to] having per sonal jurisdiction over both theaobligor and theobligeewhoisan individual
shall determine which order controls [and must be recognized] under subsection (b) of this
section. Thereguest [must be accompanied by acertified copy of every support order in effect.
Every party whose rights may be affected by a determination of the controlling order must be
given notice of the request for that determination] may be filed with a registration for
enforcement or registration for modification under sections454.850t0454.999, or may be
filed as a separate proceeding.

(d) A request todeterminewhich isthecontrolling order must be accompanied by
a copy of every child support order in effect and the applicablerecord of payments. The
requesting party shall givenoticeof therequest to each party whoserightsmay beaffected
by the deter mination.

(e) The tribunal that issued the order that must be recognized as controlling under
subsection (a), (b) or (c) of this section [is the tribunal that] has continuing[, exclusive]
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jurisdiction [in accordance with section 454.867] to the extent provided in section 454.867 or
454.869.

[(e)] () A tribunal of thisstate which determines by order the identity of the controlling
child support order under subsection (b)(2) [or] , (b)(2), or (b)(3) of thissection or [which] that
issues anew controlling child support order under subsection (b)(3) shall include in that order:

(1) the basis upon which the tribunal made its determination;

(2) theamount of prospective support, if any; and

(3) thetotal amount of consolidated arrearsand accrued interest, if any, under all
of the orders after all payments made ar e credited as provided by section 454.877.

[()] (g) Withinthirty daysafter issuance of the order determining [theidentity of] which
is the controlling order, the party obtaining that order shall file a certified copy of it [with] in
each tribunal that had issued or registered an earlier order of child support. [Failure of the party
obtaining the order tofile] A party or support enfor cement agency obtaining theorder that
failsto file acertified copy as required subjects that party to appropriate sanctions by atribunal
in which the issue of failure to file arises, but that failure has no effect on the validity or
enforceability of the controlling order.

(h) An order that hasbeen determined to bethe controlling order, or ajudgment
for consolidated arrears of support and interest, if any, under this section shall be
recognized in proceedings under sections 454.850 to 454.999.

454.874. Inrespondingto [multiple] registrationsor petitionsfor enforcement of two or
more child support ordersin effect at the sametime with regard to the same obligor and different
individual obligees, at least one of which wasissued by atribunal of another state, atribunal of
this state shall enforce those orders in the same manner as if the [multiple] orders had been
issued by atribunal of this state.

454.877. [Amounts collected and credited for a particular period pursuant to a support
order issued by atribunal of another state must be credited against the amounts accruing or
accrued for the same period under asupport order issued by thetribunal of thisstate] A tribunal
of thisstateshall credit amountscollected for a particular period under any child support
order against theamounts owed for the same period under any other child support order
for support of the same child issued by a tribunal of thisstate or another state.

454.878. A tribunal of thisstateexer cising per sonal jurisdiction over anonresident
in a proceeding under sections 454.850 to 454.999, under other laws of this staterelating
to a support order, or recognizing a support order of a foreign country or political
subdivision on the basis of comity may receive evidence from another state under section
454.917, communicate with atribunal of another state under section 454.920, and obtain
discovery through atribunal of another stateunder section 454.922. In all other respects,
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sections 454.880 to 454.999 do not apply and thetribunal shall apply the procedural and
substantive law of this state.

454.879. (a) A tribunal of thisstateissuing a spousal order consistent with thelaws
of this state has continuing, exclusive jurisdiction to modify the spousal support order
throughout the existence of the support obligation.

(b) A tribunal of this state may not modify a spousal support order issued by a
tribunal of another state having continuing, exclusive jurisdiction over that order under
the laws of that state.

(c) Atribunal of thisstatethat hascontinuing, exclusivejurisdiction over aspousal
support order may serve as:

(1) an initiating tribunal to request a tribunal of another state to enforce the
spousal support order issued in this state; or

(2) aresponding tribunal to enforce or modify its own spousal support order.

454.880. (a) Except as otherwise provided in sections 454.850 to [454.997] 454.999,
thisarticle applies to all proceedings under sections 454.850 to [454.997] 454.999.

(b) [Sections 454.850 to 454.997, provide for the following proceedings:

(1) establishment of an order for spousal support or child support pursuant to section
454.930;

(2) enforcement of a support order and income withholding order of another state
without registration pursuant to sections 454.932 to 454.946;

(3) registration of an order for spousal support or child support of another state for
enforcement pursuant to sections 454.948 to 454.981;

(4) modification of an order for child support or spousal support issued by atribunal of
this state pursuant to sections 454.862 to 454.869;

(5) registration of an order for child support of another state for modification pursuant
to sections 454.948 to 454.981,

(6) determination of parentage pursuant to section 454.983; and

(7) assertion of jurisdiction over nonresidents pursuant to sections 454.857 to 454.860.

(©)] An individua petitioner or a support enforcement agency may commence a
proceeding authorized under sections 454.850 to [454.997] 454.999, by filing a petition in an
initiating tribunal for forwarding to aresponding tribunal or by filing a petition or acomparable
pleading directly in atribunal of another state which has or can obtain personal jurisdiction over
the respondent.

454.885. Except as otherwise provided by sections 454.850 to 454.997, a responding
tribunal of this state shall:
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(1) [shall] apply the procedural and substantive law[, including the rules on choice of
law,] generally applicable to similar proceedings originating in this state and may exercise all
powers and provide all remedies available in those proceedings; and

(2) [shall] determinethe duty of support and the amount payablein accordance with the
law and support guidelines of this state.

454.887. (a) Upon thefiling of apetition authorized by sections 454.850 to 454.997, an
initiating tribunal of this state shall forward [three copies of] the petition and its accompanying
documents:

(1) to the responding tribunal or appropriate support enforcement agency in the
responding state; or

(2) if theidentity of the responding tribunal isunknown, to the state information agency
of the responding state with arequest that they be forwarded to the appropriate tribunal and that
receipt be acknowledged.

(b) If [aresponding state has not enacted the uniform interstate family support act or a
law or procedure substantially similar to theuniforminterstate family support act] requested by
the responding tribunal, a tribunal of this state [may] shall issue a certificate or other
documentsand makefindingsrequired by thelaw of theresponding state. If the responding state
isaforeign [jurisdiction] country or political subdivision, upon request, the tribunal [may]
shall specify the amount of support sought [and provide] , convert that amount into the
equivalent amount in the foreign currency under applicable official or market exchange
rate as publicly reported, and provide any other documents necessary to satisfy the
requirements of the responding state.

454.890. (d) When aresponding tribunal of this state receives apetition or comparable
pleading from an initiating tribunal or directly pursuant to subsection (c) of section 454.880, it
shall cause the petition or pleading to be filed and notify the petitioner where and when it was
filed.

(b) A responding tribunal of this state, to the extent [otherwise authorized by] not
prohibited by other law, may do one or more of the following:

(1) issueor enforce asupport order, modify achild support order, [or render ajudgment
to] determinethe controlling child support order, or determine parentage;

(2) order an obligor to comply with a support order, specifying the amount and the
manner of compliance;

(3) order income withholding;

(4) determine the amount of any arrearages, and specify a method of payment;

(5) enforce orders by civil or criminal contempt, or both;

(6) set aside property for satisfaction of the support order;
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(7) placeliensand order execution on the obligor's property;

(8) order an obligor to keep the tribunal informed of the obligor's current residential
address, tel ephone number, empl oyer, address of employment, and tel ephone number at theplace
of employment;

(9) issue abench warrant for an obligor who has failed after proper notice to appear at
a hearing ordered by the tribunal and enter the bench warrant in any local and state computer
systems for criminal warrants,

(10) order the obligor to seek appropriate employment by specified methods;

(11) award reasonable attorney's fees and other fees and costs; and

(12) grant any other available remedy.

(c) A respondingtribunal of thisstate shall include asupport order issued under sections
454.850to [454.997] 454.999, or in the documents accompanying the order, the cal culationson
which the support order is based.

(d) A responding tribunal of this state may not condition the payment of a support order
issued under sections454.850t0 [454.997] 454.999, upon compliance by aparty with provisions
for visitation.

(e) If aresponding tribunal of this state issues an order under sections 454.850 to
[454.997] 454.999, thetribunal shall send acopy of the order to the petitioner and the respondent
and to theinitiating tribunal, if any.

(f) If requested to enforce a support order, arrears, or judgment, or modify a
support order stated in aforeign currency, arespondingtribunal of thisstateshall convert
the amount stated in the foreign currency to the equivalent amount in dollars under the
applicable official or market exchangerate as publicly reported.

454.892. If apetition or comparable pleading isreceived by aninappropriate tribunal of
this state, [it] the tribunal shall forward the pleading and accompanying documents to an
appropriatetribunal inthisstate or another state and notify the petitioner by first classmail where
and when the pleading was sent.

454.895. (a) A support enforcement agency of this state, upon request, shall provide
servicesto a petitioner in a proceeding under sections 454.850 to 454.997.

(b) A support enforcement agency of thisstatethat isproviding servicesto the petitioner
[as appropriate] shall:

(1) takeall steps necessary to enable an appropriate tribunal in thisstate or another state
to obtain jurisdiction over the respondent;

(2) request an appropriate tribunal to set a date, time, and place for a hearing;

(3) makeareasonableeffort to obtain all relevant information, including information as
to income and property of the parties,
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(4) within two days, exclusive of Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays, after receipt
of a written notice from an initiating, responding, or registering tribunal, send a copy of the
notice to the petitioner;

(5) within two days, exclusive of Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays, after receipt
of awritten communication from the respondent or the respondent's attorney, send acopy of the
communication to the petitioner; and

(6) notify the petitioner if jurisdiction over the respondent cannot be obtained.

(c) A support enforcement agency of thisstatethat requestsregistration of a child
support order in this state for enforcement or for modification shall make reasonable
efforts:

(1) toensurethat theorder to beregistered isthe controlling order; or

(2) if two or more child support orders exist and the identity of the controlling
order hasnot been determined, to ensurethat arequest for such adetermination ismade
in atribunal having jurisdiction to do so.

(d) A support enforcement agency of this state that requests registration and
enforcement of a support order, arrears, or judgment stated in a foreign currency shall
convert theamountsstated in theforeign currency into the equivalent amountsin dollars
under the applicable official or market exchangerate as publicly reported.

(e) A support enforcement agency of this state shall issue or request a tribunal of
this state to issue a child support order and an income withholding order that redirect
payment of current support, arrears, and interest if requested to do so by a support
enforcement agency of another state under section 454.927.

H Sections 454.850 to [454.997] 454.999, do not create or negate arelationship of
attorney and client or other fiduciary relationship between a support enforcement agency or the
attorney for the agency and the individual being assisted by the agency.

454.897. (a) If the attorney general determines that the support enforcement agency is
neglecting or refusing to provide services to an individual, the attorney general may order the
agency to perform its duties under sections 454.850 to [454.997] 454.999 or may provide those
services directly to the individual.

(b) The attorney general may determine that a foreign country or political
subdivision hasestablished areciprocal arrangement for child support with thisstateand
take appropriate action for notification of the determination.

454.902. (a) Thedivision of child support enforcement is the state information agency
under sections 454.850 to [454.997] 454.999.

(b) The state information agency shall:
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(1) compileand maintain acurrent list, including addresses, of the tribunalsin this state
which have jurisdiction under sections 454.850 to [454.997] 454.999, and any support
enforcement agencies in this state and transmit a copy to the state information agency of every
other state;

(2) maintain aregister of names and addresses of tribunals and support enforcement
agencies received from other states,

(3) forward to the appropriate tribunal in the [place] county in this state in which the
[individual] obligee who is an individual or the obligor resides, or in which the obligor's
property isbelievedto belocated, all documents concerning aproceeding under sections454.850
to [454.997] 454.999, received from an initiating tribunal or the state information agency of the
initiating state; and

(4) obtain information concerning the location of the obligor and the obligor's property
within this state not exempt from execution, by such means as postal verification and federal or
state locator services, examination of telephone directories, requests for the obligor's address
from employers, and examination of governmental records, including, to the extent not
prohibited by other law, thoserelating to real property, vital statistics, |aw enforcement, taxation,
motor vehicles, driver'slicenses, and Social Security.

54.905. (a) In aproceeding under sections 454.850 to 454.999, a petitioner seeking
to establish[or modify] asupport order or to determine parentage[in aproceeding under sections
454.850 to 454.997, must verify the] must file a petition. Unless otherwise ordered under
section 454.907, the petition or accompanying documents must provide, so far as known, the
name, residential address, and Social Security numbers of the obligor and the obligee or the
parent and alleged par ent, and the name, sex, residential address, Social Security number, and
date of birth of each child for [whom] whose benefit support is sought or whose parentageis
tobedetermined. Unlessfiled at thetime of registration, the petition must be accompanied
by a[certified] copy of any support order [in effect] known to have been issued in another
state. The petition may include any other information that may assist in locating or identifying
the respondent.

(b) The petition must specify the relief sought. The petition and accompanying
documents must conform substantially with the requirements imposed by the forms mandated
by federal law for use in cases filed by a support enforcement agency.

454.907. [Upon afinding, which may be made ex parte, that the health, safety, or liberty
of aparty or child would be unreasonably put at risk by the disclosure of identifying information,
or if an existing order so provides, atribunal shall order that the address of the child or party or
other identifying information not be disclosed in a pleading or other document filed in a
proceeding under sections454.850t0454.997.] If aparty allegesin an affidavit or apleading
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under oath that the health, safety, or liberty of a party or child would be jeopardized by
disclosureof specificidentifyinginfor mation, that infor mation must be sealed and may not
bedisclosed totheother party or thepublic. After ahearinginwhich atribunal takesinto
consideration the health, safety, or liberty of the party or child, the tribunal may order
disclosure of information that the tribunal determinesto bein the interest of justice.

454.912. (a) Participation by a petitioner in a proceeding under sections 454.850 to
454,999 before aresponding tribunal, whether in person, by private attorney, or through services
provided by the support enforcement agency, does not confer persona jurisdiction over the
petitioner in another proceeding.

(b) A petitioner is not amenable to service of civil process while physically present in
this state to participate in a proceeding under sections 454.850 to [454.997] 454.999.

(c) Theimmunity granted by this section does not extend to civil litigation based on acts
unrelated to a proceeding under sections 454.850 to [454.997] 454.999, committed by a party
while present in this state to participate in the proceeding.

454.917. (a) The physical presence of [the petitioner] a nonresident party whoisan
individual in a [responding] tribunal of this state is not required for the establishment,
enforcement, or modification of a support order or the rendition of a judgment determining
parentage.

(b) [A verified petition,] an affidavit, document substantially complying with federally
mandated forms, and adocument incorporated by referencein any of them, which would not be
excluded under the hearsay ruleif givenin person, isadmissiblein evidenceif given under [oath]
penalty of perjury by aparty or witness residing in another state.

(c) A copy of therecord of child support payments certified asatrue copy of the original
by the custodian of the record may be forwarded to aresponding tribunal. The copy isevidence
of facts asserted in it, and is admissible to show whether payments were made.

(d) Copiesof billsfor testing for parentage, and for prenatal and postnatal health care
of the mother and child, furnished to the adverse party at least ten days before trial, are
admissible in evidence to prove the amount of the charges billed and that the charges were
reasonable, necessary, and customary.

(e) Documentary evidence transmitted from another state to a tribunal of this state by
telephone, telecopier, or other means that do not provide an original [writing] record may not
be excluded from evidence on an objection based on the means of transmission.

(f) Inaproceeding under sections 454.850 to [454.997] 454.999, atribunal of this state
[may] shall permit a party or witness residing in another state to be deposed or to testify by
telephone, audiovisual means, or other el ectronic meansat adesignated tribunal or other location
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inthat state. A tribunal of this state shall cooperate with tribunal s of other statesin designating
an appropriate location for the deposition or testimony.

(g) If aparty called to testify at acivil hearing refuses to answer on the ground that the
testimony may be self-incriminating, the trier of fact may draw an adverse inference from the
refusal.

(h) A privilege against disclosure of communications between spouses does not apply
in a proceeding under sections 454.850 to [454.997] 454.999.

(i) Thedefenseof immunity based on therelationship of husband and wife or parent and
child does not apply in a proceeding under sections 454.850 to [454.997] 454.999.

(1) A voluntary acknowledgment of pater nity, certified asatruecopy,isadmissible
to establish parentage of a child.

454.920. A tribunal of this state may communicate with atribunal of another state [in
writing] or foreign country or political subdivision in a record, or by telephone or other
means, to obtain information concerning the laws [of that state], the legal effect of ajudgment,
decree, or order of that tribunal, and the status of a proceeding in the other state or foreign
country or political subdivision. A tribunal of this state may furnish similar information by
similar means to atribunal of another state or foreign country or political subdivision.

454.927. (a) A support enforcement agency or tribunal of this state shall disburse
promptly any amountsreceived pursuant to asupport order, asdirected by the order. Theagency
or tribunal shall furnish to arequesting party or tribunal of another state a certified statement by
the custodian of the record of the amounts and dates of all payments received.

(b) If theobligor, the obligee who is an individual, and the child do not residein
thisstate, upon request from the support enfor cement agency of thisstateor another state,
the support enfor cement agency of thisstate or atribunal of this state shall:

(1) direct that thesupport payment be madeto the support enfor cement agency in
the state in which the abligee is receiving services; and

(2) issueand send totheabligor'semployer aconformingincomewithholding or der
or an administrative notice of change of payeereflecting the redirected payments.

(c) The support enforcement agency of this state receiving redirected payments
from another stateunder alaw similar to subsection (b) shall furnish toarequesting party
or tribunal of the other state a certified statement by the custodian of the record of the
amount and dates of payments received.

454.930. (&) If a support order entitled to recognition under sections 454.850 to
[454.997] 454.999, has not been issued, aresponding tribunal of this state may issue a support
order if:

(1) theindividual seeking the order residesin another state; or
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(2) the support enforcement agency seeking the order islocated in another state.

(b) Thetribunal may issue atemporary child support order if the tribunal determines
that such an order isappropriate and theindividual ordered to pay is.

(1) [the respondent has signed a verified statement acknowledging parentage;

(2) the respondent has been determined by or pursuant to law to be the parent; or

(3) thereisother clear and convincing evidence that the respondent isthe child's parent]
a presumed father of the child;

(2) petitioning to have his paternity adjudicated;

(3) identified asthefather of the child through genetic testing;

(4) an alleged father who has declined to submit to genetic testing;

(5) shown by clear and convincing evidenceto be the father of the child;

(6) an acknowledged father as provided by applicable state law;

(7) the mother of thechild; or

(8 an individual who has been ordered to pay child support in a previous
proceeding and the order has not been reversed or vacated.

(c) Upon finding, after notice and opportunity to be heard, that an obligor owes a duty
of support, the tribunal shall issue a support order directed to the obligor and may issue other
orders pursuant to section 454.890.

454.932. Anincome withholding order issued in another state may be sent by or on
behalf of the obligee or by the support enfor cement agency to the person [or entity] defined
asthe obligor's employer under section 452.350, RSMo, or section 454.505 without first filing
a petition or comparable pleading or registering the order with atribunal of this state.

454.934. (a) Uponreceipt of theorder, the obligor'semployer shall immediately provide
acopy of the order to the obligor.

(b) The employer shall treat an income withholding order issued in another state which
appearsregular on itsface asif it had been issued by atribunal of this state.

(c) Except as provided in subsection (d) of this section and section 454.936, the
employer shall withhold and distribute the funds as directed in the withholding order by
complying with the terms of the order, as applicable, that specify:

(1) theduration and the amount of periodic payments of current child support, stated as
asum certain;

(2) the person [or agency] designated to receive payments and the address to which the
payments are to be forwarded,

(3) medical support, whether in the form of periodic cash payment, stated as a sum
certain, or ordering the obligor to provide health insurance coverage for the child under apolicy
available through the obligor's employment;
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(4) theamount of periodic payments of feesand costsfor asupport enforcement agency,
the issuing tribunal, and the obligee's attorney, stated as sums certain; and

(5) the amount of periodic payments of arrears and interest on arrears, stated as sums
certain.

(d) The employer shall comply with the law of the state of the obligor's principal place
of employment for withholding from income with respect to:

(1) the employer's fee for processing an income withholding order;

(2) the maximum amount permitted to be withheld from the obligor's income;

(3) thetime periods within which the employer must implement the withholding order
and forward the child support payment.

454.936. If the obligor's employer receives [multiple] two or mor e orders to withhold
support from the earnings of the same obligor, the employer shall be deemed to have satisfied
the terms of the [multiple] orders if the employer complied with the law of the state of the
obligor'sprincipal placeof employment to establish the prioritiesfor withholding and allocating
income withheld for [multiple] two or mor e child support orders.

454.943. (a) An obligor may contest the validity or enforcement of an income
withholding order issued in another state and received directly by an employer in this state by
registeringtheorder in atribunal of thisstateand filinga contest tothat order asprovided
in section 454.956 or otherwise contesting the order in the same manner asif the order had
been issued by atribunal of this state. [Section 454.956 appliesto the contest.]

(b) The obligor shall give notice of the contest to:

(1) asupport enforcement agency providing services to the obligee;

(2) each employer which hasdirectly received anincome withholding order relating to
the obligor; and

(3) the person [or agency] designated to receive payments in the income withholding
order, or if no person or agency is designated, to the obligee.

454.946. (a) A party or support enfor cement agency seekingto enforceasupport order
or an income withholding order, or both, issued by a tribunal of another state may send the
documents required for registering the order to a support enforcement agency of this state.

(b) Upon receipt of the documents, the support enforcement agency, without initially
seeking to register the order, shall consider and, if appropriate, use any administrative procedure
authorized by the law of this state to enforce a support order or an income withholding order, or
both. If the obligor does not contest administrative enforcement, the order need not be
registered. If the obligor contests the validity or administrative enforcement of the order, the
support enforcement agency shall register the order pursuant to sections 454.850 to [454.997]
454.999.
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454.951. (@) A support order or income withholding order of another state may be
registered in this state by sending the following documents and information to the appropriate
tribunal in this state:

(1) aletter of transmittal to the tribunal requesting registration and enforcement;

(2) two copies, including one certified copy, of al ordersto beregistered, including any
modification of an order;

(3) asworn statement by the party seeking registration or a certified statement by the
custodian of the records showing the amount of any arrearage;

(4) the name of the obligor and, if known:

(i) the obligor's address and Social Security number;

(ii) the name and address of the obligor's employer and any other source of income of
the obligor; and

(iii) adescriptionand thelocation of property of the obligor in this state not exempt from
execution; and

(5) thename and address of the obligee and, if applicable, the agency or person to whom
support payments are to be remitted.

(b) Onreceipt of arequest for registration, the registering tribunal shall cause the order
to be filed as a foreign judgment, together with one copy of the documents and information,
regardless of their form.

(c) A petition or comparabl e pleading seeking aremedy that must be affirmatively sought
under other law of this state may be filed at the same time asthe request for registration or | ater.
The pleading must specify the grounds for the remedy sought.

(d) If twoor moreordersarein effect, the person requesting registration shall:

(1) furnishtothetribunal acopy of every support order asserted to bein effect in
addition to the documents specified in this section;

(2) specify theorder alleged to bethe controlling order, if any; and

(3) specify theamount of consolidated arrears, if any.

(e) A request for a determination of which isthe controlling order may be filed
separately or with a request for registration and enforcement or for registration and
modification. The person requesting registration shall give notice of the request to each
party whose rights may be affected by the determination.

454.956. (a) Except asotherwise provided in subsection (d), the law of the issuing
state governs:

(1) the nature, extent, amount, and duration of current payments [and other obligations
of support and the] under aregistered support order;
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(2) the computation and payment of arrearages and accrual of interest on the
arrear ages under the order; and

(3) the existence and satisfaction of other obligations under the support order.

(b) In aproceeding for [arrearages] arrears under a registered support order, the
statute of limitation [under the laws] of this state or of the issuing state, whichever is longer,
applies.

(c) A respondingtribunal of thisstate shall apply the proceduresand remedies of
this state to enforce current support and collect arrears and interests due on a support
order of another stateregistered in this state.

(d) After atribunal of thisstateor another statedeter mineswhich isthecontrolling
order and issues an order consolidating arrears, if any, a tribunal of this state shall
prospectively apply the law of the stateissuing the controlling order, including itslaw on
interest on arrears, on current and future support and on consolidated arrears.

454.958. (a) When asupport order or income withholding order issued in another state
isregistered, the registering tribunal shall notify the nonregistering party. The notice must be
accompanied by a copy of the registered order and the documents and relevant information
accompanying the order.

(b) The notice must inform the nonregistering party:

(1) that aregistered order isenforceable as of the date of registration in the same manner
as an order issued by atribunal of this state;

(2) that ahearing to contest the validity or enforcement of the registered order must be
requested within twenty days after the date of mailing or personal service of the notice;

(3) that failureto contest the validity or enforcement of the registered order in atimely
manner will result in confirmation of the order and enforcement of the order and the alleged
arrearages and precludes further contest of that order with respect to any matter that could have
been asserted; and

(4) of theamount of any alleged arrearages.

(c) If theregistering party assertsthat two or more ordersarein effect, a notice
must also:

(1) identify thetwo or moreordersand theorder alleged by theregistering person
to bethecontrolling order and the consolidated arrears, if any;

(2) notify the nonregistering party of theright to a determination of which isthe
controlling order;

(3) statethat theproceduresprovided in subsection (b) apply tothedeter mination
of which isthe controlling order; and
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(4) statethat failureto contest the validity or enforcement of the order alleged to
bethecontrollingorder in atimely manner may result in confirmation that theorder isthe
controlling order.

(d) Upon registration of an income withholding order for enforcement, the registering
tribunal shall notify the obligor's employer pursuant to section 452.350, RSMo, or section
454.505.

454.963. (a) A party contesting the validity or enforcement of a registered order or
seeking to vacate the registration has the burden of proving one or more of the following
defenses:

(1) theissuing tribunal lacked personal jurisdiction over the contesting party;

(2) the order was obtained by fraud;

(3) the order has been vacated, suspended, or modified by alater order;

(4) theissuing tribuna has stayed the order pending appedl;

(5) thereisadefense under the law of this state to the remedy sought;

(6) full or partia payment has been made; or

(7) the statute of limitation under section 454.956 precludes enforcement of some or all
of the alleged arrearages; or

(8) thealleged controlling order isnot the controlling order.

(b) If aparty presentsevidence establishing afull or partial defense under subsection (a),
a tribunal may stay enforcement of the registered order, continue the proceeding to permit
production of additional relevant evidence, and issue other appropriate orders. An uncontested
portion of the registered order may be enforced by all remedies available under the law of this
State.

(c) If thecontesting party doesnot establish adefense under subsection (a) to thevalidity
or enforcement of the order, the registering tribunal shall issue an order confirming the order.

454.971. A tribunal of this state may enforce a child support order of another state
registered for purposes of modification, in the same manner as if the order had been issued by
atribunal of this state, but the registered order may be modified only if the requirements of
[section] sections 454.973, 454.978, and 454.982 have been met.

454.973. (a) [After] If section 454.978 doesnot apply, except asotherwise provided
in section 454.982, upon petition, atribunal of this state may modify a child support order
issued in another state [has been] which is registered in this state], unless the provisions of
section 454.978 apply, the responding tribunal of this state may modify that order only] if, after
notice and hearing, [it] thetribunal finds that:

(1) thefollowing requirements are met:
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(i) neither thechild, nor the[individual] obligeewhoisan individual, [and the obligor
do not reside] nor the obligor residesin the issuing state;

(ii) apetitioner who is anonresident of this state seeks modification; and

(ii1) therespondent is subject to the personal jurisdiction of the tribunal of this state; or

(2) thisstateisthestateof residenceof anindividual party or the child is subject to the
personal jurisdiction of thetribunal and al of theindividual partieshavefiled [awritten consent]
consentsin arecord in theissuing tribunal providing that a tribunal of this state may modify
the support order and assume continuing, exclusivejurisdiction [over theorder. However, if the
issuing state is a foreign jurisdiction which has not enacted the Uniform Interstate Family
Support Act, as amended, the written consent of the individual party residing in this state is not
required for the tribunal to assume jurisdiction to modify the child support order].

(b) Modification of aregistered child support order is subject to the same requirements,
procedures, and defenses that apply to the modification of an order issued by atribunal of this
state and the order may be enforced and satisfied in the same manner.

(c) Except asotherwise provided in section 454.982, atribunal of this state may not
modify any aspect of achild support order that may not be modified under the law of theissuing
state, includingtheduration of theobligation of support. If two or moretribunashaveissued
child support orders for the same obligor and same child, the order that is controlling and must
be recognized under the provisions of section 454.871 establishes the nonmodifiable aspects of
the support order.

(d) In a proceeding to modify a child support order, the law of the state that is
determined to have issued the initial controlling order governs the duration of the
obligation of support. Theobligor'sfulfillment of the duty of support established by that
order precludesimposition of a further obligation of support by atribunal of this state.

(e) Onissuance of an order by atribunal of this state modifying a child support order
issued in another state, [a] thetribunal of this state becomesthetribunal of continuing, exclusive
jurisdiction.

454.976. 1f achild support order issued by atribunal of this state [shall recognize a
modification of its earlier child support order] ismodified by atribunal of another state which
assumed jurisdiction pursuant to sections 454.850 to [454.997 or alaw substantially similar to
sections454.850t0 454.997 and, upon request, except as otherwise provided in sections454.850
to 454.997 shall] 454.999:

(1) may enforce [the] its order that was modified only as to [amounts| arrears and
interest accruing before the modification;

(2) [enforce only nonmodifiable aspects of that order;
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(3)] may provide[other] appropriaterelief [only] for violations of [that] itsorder which
occurred before the effective date of the modification; and

[(4)] (3) shall recognizethe modifying order of the other state, upon registration, for the
purpose of enforcement.

454.982. (a) If aforeign country or political subdivision that isa statewill not or
may not modify its order under itslaws, a tribunal of this state may assume jurisdiction
to modify the child support order and bind all individuals subject to the personal
jurisdiction of thetribunal whether or not the consent to modification of a child support
order otherwiserequired of theindividual under section 454.973 hasbeen given or whether
theindividual seeking modification isaresident of this state or of the foreign country or
political subdivision.

(b) An order issued under this section isthe controlling order.

454.983. [(8)] A [tribunal] court of this state authorized to deter mine parentage of
a child may serve as [an initiating or] a responding tribunal in a proceeding to determine
parentage brought under sections 454.850 to [454.997] 454.999 or a law or procedure
substantially similar to sections 454.850t0 [454.997, or alaw or procedure substantially similar
to the uniform reciprocal enforcement of support act, or the revised uniform reciprocal
enforcement of support act to determine that the petitioner isaparent of a particular child or to
determine that arespondent is a parent of that child] 454.999.

[(b) Inaproceeding to determine parentage, aresponding tribunal of thisstate shall apply
the procedural and substantive law of this state and the rules of this state on choice of law.]

454.989. (a) Before making demand that the governor of another state surrender an
individual charged criminally in this state with having failed to provide for the support of an
obligee, the governor of this state may require a prosecutor of this state to demonstrate that at
least sixty days previously the obligee had initiated proceedingsfor support pursuant to sections
454.850 to [454.997] 454.999 or that the proceeding would be of no avail.

(b) If, under sections 454.850 to [454.997] 454.999 or a law substantialy similar to
sections 454.850 to [454.997, the uniform reciprocal enforcement of support act, or the revised
uniform reciprocal enforcement of support act] 454.999, the governor of another state makes a
demand that the governor of this state surrender an individual charged criminally in that state
with having failed to provide for the support of a child or other individual to whom a duty of
support is owed, the governor may require a prosecutor to investigate the demand and report
whether a proceeding for support has been initiated or would be effective. If it appears that a
proceeding would be effective but has not been initiated, the governor may delay honoring the
demand for areasonable time to permit the initiation of a proceeding.



H.B. 1360 23

15
16
17
18

00 ~NO OB WN

(c) If aproceeding for support has been initiated and the individual whose rendition is
demanded prevails, the governor may declineto honor thedemand. If the petitioner prevailsand
the individual whose rendition is demanded is subject to a support order, the governor may
decline to honor the demand if the individual is complying with the support order.

454.991. [Sections 454.850 to 454.997 shall be applied and construed to effectuate its
general purposeto makeuniform] 1. In applying and construing sections454.850 to 454.999
consider ation must begiven totheneed to promoteunifor mity of thelaw with respect to [the
subject of sections 454.850 to 454.997] its subject matter among states [enacting] that enact
it.

2. Theprovisionsof sections454.850t0 454.999 shall become effective July 1, 2008,
or upon its passage and approval, whichever later occurs.

[454.993. Sections 454.850 to 454.997 may be cited as the "Uniform
Interstate Family Support Act".]
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