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JOINT RESOLUTION

Submitting to the qualified voters of Missouri an amendment repealing sections 2, 9, 20, 20(a),
and 25 of article Il of the Constitution of Missouri, and adopting five new sectionsin
lieu thereof relating to the general assembly.

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate concurring therein:

That at the next general election to be held in the state of Missouri, on Tuesday next
following the first Monday in November, 2008, or at a special election to be called by the
governor for that purpose, there is hereby submitted to the qualified voters of this state, for
adoption or rejection, the following amendment to article 111 of the Constitution of the state of
Missouri:

Section A. Sections 2, 9, 20, 20(a), and 25, article I1l, Constitution of Missouri, are
repealed and five new sections adopted in lieu thereof, to be known as sections 2, 9, 20, 20(a),
and 25, to read asfollows:

Section 2. Thehouseof representativesshall consist of onehundred sixty-threemembers
and, beginning with the ninety-seventh general assembly, one hundred thirty-seven
members, elected at each general election and apportioned in the following manner: Within
sixty days after the population of this stateis reported to the President for each decennial census
of the United States and, in the event that a reapportionment has been invalidated by a court of
competent jurisdiction, within sixty days after notification by the governor that such aruling has
been made, the congressional district committee of each of the two parties casting the highest

EXPLANATION — Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill isnot enacted and is intended
to be omitted from the law. Matter in bold-face typein the above bill is proposed language.
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vote for governor at the last preceding election shall meet and the members of the committee
shall nominate, by a majority vote of the members of the committee present, provided that a
majority of the elected membersis present, two members of their party, residentsin that district,
as nominees for reapportionment commissioners. Neither party shall select more than one
nomineefrom any onestate legislativedistrict. Thecongressional committeesshall each submit
to the governor their list of elected nominees. Within thirty days the governor shall appoint a
commission consisting of one name from each list to reapportion the state into one hundred and
sixty-threerepresentative districtsand, beginning with theninety-seventh general assembly,
one hundred thirty-seven districts, and to establish the numbers and boundaries of said
districts.

If any of the congressional committeesfailsto submit alist within such timethegovernor
shall appoint amember of his own choice from that district and from the political party of the
committee failing to make the appointment.

Members of the commission shall be disqualified from holding office as members of the
general assembly for four years following the date of the filing by the commission of its final
statement of apportionment.

For the purposes of this article, the term congressional district committee or
congressional district refersto the congressional district committee or the congressional district
from which acongressman was|ast elected, or, in the event members of congressfrom this state
have been el ected at large, theterm congressional district committeerefersto those personswho
last served as the congressional district committee for those districts from which congressmen
were last elected, and the term congressional district refers to those districts from which
congressmen were last elected. Any action pursuant to this section by the congressional district
committee shall take place only at duly called meetings, shall be recorded in their official
minutes and only members present in person shall be permitted to vote.

The commissioners so selected shall on the fifteenth day, excluding Sundays and
holidays, after all members have been selected, meet in the capitol building and proceed to
organize by electing from their number a[chairman] chair, vice[chairman] chair and secretary
and shall adopt an agenda establishing at |east three hearing dates on which hearings open to the
public shall be held. A copy of the agenda shall be filed with the clerk of the house of
representati veswithin twenty-four hoursafter itsadoption. Executive meetingsmay be scheduled
and held as often as the commission deems advisable.

The commission shall reapportion the representatives by dividing the population of the
state by the number one hundred sixty-three and, beginning with the ninety-seventh general
assembly, the number one hundred thirty-seven, and shall establish each district so that the
population of that district shall, as nearly as possible, equal that figure.
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Each district shall be composed of contiguous territory as compact as may be.

Not later than five months after the appointment of the commi ssion, the commission shall
filewiththe secretary of state atentative plan of apportionment and map of the proposed districts
and during the ensuing fifteen days shall hold such public hearings as may be necessary to hear
objections or testimony of interested persons.

Not later than six months after the appointment of the commission, the commission shall
filewiththe secretary of state afinal statement of the numbers and the boundaries of the districts
together with amap of the districts, and no statement shall be valid unless approved by at |east
seven-tenths of the members.

After the statement is filed members of the house of representatives shall be elected
according to such districts until areapportionment is made as herein provided, except that if the
statement isnot filed within six months of thetimefixed for the appointment of the commission,
it shall stand discharged and the house of representatives shall be apportioned by acommission
of six members appointed from among the judges of the appellate courts of the state of Missouri
by the state supreme court, a mgjority of whom shall sign and file its apportionment plan and
map with the secretary of state within ninety days of the date of the discharge of the
apportionment commission. Thereafter members of the house of representatives shall be elected
according to such districts until a reapportionment is made as herein provided.

Each member of the commission shall receive as compensation fifteen dollarsaday for
each day the commission isin session but not more than one thousand dollars, and, in addition,
shall be reimbursed for his actua and necessary expenses incurred while serving as a member
of the commission.

No reapportionment shall be subject to the referendum.

Section 9. Until the convening of the [ Seventy-fourth] ninety-seventh general assembly
the house of representatives shall consist of one hundred sixty-three members elected from the
one hundred sixty-three representative districts, as they existed [January 1, 1965] during the
ninety-sixth general assembly. Beginning with the ninety-seventh general assembly, the
house of representatives shall consist of one hundred thirty-seven members pursuant to
section 2 of thisarticle.

Section 20. The general assembly shall meet on the first Wednesday after the first
Monday in January following each general election. During even-numbered years, no bill
other than an appropriation bill shall beintroduced or consider ed, unlessa special session
iscalled under section 20(b) of thisarticleor under section 9 of articlelV. Compensation
of member sof thegener al assembly during even-number ed year sshall bean amount equal
to one-half of members compensation during odd-numbered years, as provided by law.
Beginningin 2009, and every ten year sther eafter, a zer o-based budgeting processshall be



H.JR. 45 4

8

9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

© 0o ~NOoO 0ok WN

el el =
o U WNRO

used, and no bill other than an appropriation bill or a bill repealing statutes which have
expired, sunset, terminated, or are otherwise deemed appropriate to repeal, shall be
introduced or consider ed, unlessaspecial session iscalled under section 20(b) of thisarticle
or under section 9of articlelV. Thegenera assembly may provide by law for theintroduction
of bills during the period between the first day of December and the first Wednesday after the
first Monday of January.

The general assembly shall reconvene on the first Wednesday after the first Monday of
January after adjournment at midnight on May thirtieth of the preceding odd-numbered year.
The general assembly shall reconvene on the first Wednesday after the first Monday of
January after adjournment at midnight on March thirty-first of the preceding even-
numbered year. A majority of the elected members of each house shall constitute aquorum to
do business, but asmaller number may adjourn from day to day, and may compel the attendance
of absent members in such manner and under such penalties as each house may provide. The
sessions of each house shall be held with open doors, except in cases which may require secrecy
but not including the final vote on bills, resolutions and confirmations. Neither house shall,
without the consent of the other, adjourn for more than ten days at any onetime, nor to any other
place than that in which the two houses may be sitting.

Section 20(a). In odd-numbered year s, the general assembly shall adjourn at midnight
on May thirtieth, and in even-numbered year s shall adjourn at midnight on Mar ch thirty-
first, until the first Wednesday after the first Monday of January of the following year, unless
it has adjourned prior thereto. All billsin either house remaining on the calendar after 6:00 p.m.
onthefirst Friday following the second Monday in May in odd-number ed year s, or after 6:00
p.m. on thethird Friday followingthefirst Monday in March in even-numbered years, are
tabled. The period between the first Friday following the second Monday in May and May
thirtieth in odd-number ed year sand between thethird Friday following thefirst Monday
in March and Mar ch thirty-first in even-numbered year s shall be devoted to the enrolling,
engrossing, and the signing in open session by officers of the respective houses of bills passed
prior to 6:00 p.m. on the first Friday following the second Monday in May in odd-numbered
yearsand prior to 6:00 p.m. on thethird Friday following thefirst day in March in even-
number ed years.

The genera assembly shall automatically stand adjourned sine die at 6:00 p.m. on the
sixtieth calendar day after the date of itsconveningin special session unlessit hasadjourned sine
die prior thereto.

Section 25. 1n odd-numbered years, no bill other than an appropriation bill shall be
introduced in either house after the sixtieth legidlative day unless consented to by a majority of
the el ected members of each house or the governor shall request a consideration of the proposed
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legislation by a special message. No appropriation bill shall be taken up for consideration after
6:00 p.m. onthefirst Friday following thefirst Monday in May [of each year] in odd-numbered
yearsor after 6:00 p.m. on thethird Friday following thefirst Monday in March in even-
number ed years.
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