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SECOND REGULAR SESSION

HOUSE BILL NO. 1698

94TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

INTRODUCED BY REPRESENTATIVES ZWEIFEL (Sponsor), SCAVUZZ0O, DARROUGH, CORCORAN,
QUINN (9), PAGE, OXFORD, YAEGER, MEINERS, ROORDA, HARRIS (110), SCHIEFFER,
ZIMMERMAN, GRILL, WALSH, SPRENG, MEADOWS, SCHOEMEHL, CURLS,

LeVOTA AND STORCH (Co-sponsors).

Read 1st time January 16, 2008 and copies ordered printed.

D. ADAM CRUMBLISS, Chief Clerk
4110L.011

AN ACT

To repeal section 173.250, RSMo, and to enact in lieu thereof one new section relating to the
higher education academic scholarship program.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Section 173.250, RSMo, is repealed and one new section enacted in lieu
thereof, to be known as section 173.250, to read as follows:

173.250. 1. Asused in this section, unless the context requires otherwise, the
following terms mean:

(1) " Academic scholarship”, an amount of money paid by the state of Missouri to
a qualified college or university student who has demonstrated superior academic
achievement under the provisions of this section;

(2) "Academicyear" , theperiod from August first of any year through July thirty-
first of thefollowing year;

(3) " Approved privateinstitution" ,anonpr ofit institution, dedicated to educational
purposes, located in Missouri which:

(@) Is operated privately under the control of an independent board and not
directly controlled or administered by any public agency or political subdivision;

(b) Provides a postsecondary course of instruction at least six monthsin length
leading to or directly creditabletoward a certificate or degree;

EXPLANATION — Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill isnot enacted and is intended
to be omitted from the law. Matter in bold-face typein the above bill is proposed language.
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(c) Meetsthestandar dsfor accreditation asdeter mined by either theNorth Central
Association of Collegesand Secondary Schoolsor by other accrediting bodies recognized
by the United States Office of Education or by utilizing accr editation standar dsapplicable
to nondegree-granting institutions as established by the coordinating board for higher
education;

(d) Doesnot discriminateinthehiringof administrators, faculty and staff or inthe
admission of studentson the basis of race, color, religion, sex, or national origin and isin
compliancewith theFederal Civil RightsActsof 1964 and 1968 and executiveor der sissued
pursuant thereto. Sex discrimination asused herein shall not apply toadmission practices
of institutions offering the enrollment limited to one sex;

(e) Permitsfaculty membersto select textbooks without influence or pressure by
any religious or sectarian sour ce;

(4) " Approved publicinstitution", an educational institution located in Missouri
which:

(@ Is directly controlled or administered by a public agency or political
subdivision;

(b) Receives appropriations directly or indirectly from the general assembly for
operating expenses,

(c) Provides a postsecondary course of instruction at least six months in length
leading to or directly creditable toward a degreeor certificate;

(d) Meetsthestandar dsfor accreditation asdeter mined by either theNorth Central
Association of Collegesand Secondary Schools, or if apublicjunior collegecreated under
theprovisionsof sections178.370t0178.400, RSM o0, meetsthestandar dsestablished by the
coordinating board for higher education for such public junior colleges, or by other
accrediting bodies recognized by the United States Office of Education or by utilizing
accreditation standards applicable to the institution as established by the coordinating
board for higher education;

(e) Doesnot discriminatein thehiring of administrators, faculty and staff or in the
admission of students on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, or national origin and is
otherwisein compliancewith the Federal Civil RightsActsof 1964 and 1968 and executive
ordersissued pursuant thereto;

(f) Permitsfaculty membersto select textbooks without influence or pressure by
any religious or sectarian sour ce;

(5) " Coordinating board", the coordinating board for higher education;

(6) " Full-timestudent", an individual whoisenrolled in and iscarrying sufficient
number of credit hoursor their equivalent at an approved privateor publicinstitution to
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secure the degree or certificate toward which he or sheisworking in no more than the
number of semesters or their equivalent normally required by that institution in the
program in which theindividual isenrolled.

2. Thereis hereby established a "Higher Education Academic Scholarship Program”,
popularly known as " Bright Flight", and any moneys appropriated by the general assembly
for this program shall be used to provide scholarshipsfor Missouri citizensto attend aMissouri
college or university of their choice pursuant to the provisions of this section.

[2. Thedefinitionsof termsset forthin section 173.205 shall be applicableto such terms
asusedinthissection. Theterm "academic scholarship” means an amount of money paid by the
state of Missouri to a qualified college or university student who has demonstrated superior
academic achievement pursuant to the provisions of this section.]

3. Thecoordinating board for higher education shall be the administrative agency for the
implementation of the program established by this section, and shall:

(1) Promulgate reasonable rules and regulations for the exercise of itsfunctions and the
effectuation of the purposes of this section, including regulations for granting scholarship
deferments;

(2) Prescribetheform and the time and method of awarding academic scholarships, and
shall supervise the processing thereof; and

(3) Select qualified recipients to receive academic scholarships, make such awards of
academic scholarshipsto qualified recipients and determine the manner and method of payment
to the recipient.

4. A student shall beeligiblefor initial or renewed academic scholarship if heor she[is
in compliance with the €eligibility requirements set forth in section 173.215 excluding the
requirement of financial need and undergraduate status, and] :

(1) Isacitizen or permanent resident of the United States;

(2) Isaresident of the State of Missouri, asdetermined by reference to standards
promulgated by the coordinating board;

(3) Isenralled, or has been accepted for enrollment, as a full-time student in an
approved private or publicinstitution; and

(4) Isnot enrolled or doesnot intend to usetheaward to enroll in a cour seof study
leading to a degreein theology or divinity.

5. If an applicant isfound guilty of or pleads guilty to any criminal offenseduring
the period of timein which the applicant isreceiving financial assistance, such applicant
shall not bedligiblefor renewal of such assistance, provided such offensewould disqualify
the applicant from receiving federal student aid under Title IV of the Higher Education
Act of 1965, as amended.
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6. Inaddition [meets] to the requirements of subsections 4 and 5 of this section, to
beeligiblefor initial or renewed academic scholar ship the student shall meet thefollowing
requirements:

(1) Initial academic scholarships shall be offered in the academic year immediately
following graduation from high school to Missouri high school seniorswhose composite scores
on the American College Testing Program (ACT) or the Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) of the
College Board arein the top five percent of all Missouri students taking those tests during the
school year in which the scholarship recipients graduate from high school. In the freshman year
of college, scholarship recipients are required to maintain status as a full-time student;

(2) Academic scholarshipsarerenewableif therecipient remainsin compliancewiththe
[applicable] provisions of subsections 4 and 5 of this section [173.215 and] , the recipient
makes sati sfactory academic degree progressasafull-timestudent, and ther ecipient maintains
a cumulative grade point average of at least 3.0 at theinstitution of higher education.

[5.] 7. A student who isenrolled or has been accepted for enrollment as a postsecondary
student at an approved private or public institution beginning with the fall 1987, term and who
meets the other eligibility requirements for an academic scholarship shall, within the limits of
thefunds appropriated and made available, be offered an academi c scholarshipinthe amount of:

(1) Two thousand dollars for each eligible student whose composite scores on the
American College Testing Program (ACT) or the Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) of the College
Board are in the top three percent of al Missouri students taking those tests during the school
year in which the scholarship recipients graduate from high school for each fiscal year prior to
fiscal year 2011[, and,] ;

(2) Subject to appropriations, [three thousand dollars] theamount of tuition but in no
case mor e than the average tuition as defined and calculated in subsection 7 of section
173.1003 for fiscal year 2011 and every fiscal year thereafter[,] ; and [one thousand dollars]

(3) One-half of theamount provided in subdivision (2) of this subsection for fiscal
year 2011 and every fiscal year thereafter for each eligible student whose composite scores on
the American College Testing Program (ACT) or the Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) of the
College Board are between the top five and three percent of all Missouri students taking those
tests during the school year in which the scholarship recipients graduate from high school, for
the first academic year of study[, which scholarship] .

8. Such scholar ships shall be renewable in the amount of:

(1) Two thousand dollars for each eligible student whose composite scores on the
American College Testing Program (ACT) or the Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) of the College
Board are in the top three percent of al Missouri students taking those tests during the school
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year in which the scholarship recipients graduate from high school for each fiscal year prior to
fiscal year 2011[, and,] ;

(2) Subject to appropriations, [three thousand dollars] theamount of tuition but in no
case mor e than the average tuition as defined and calculated in subsection 7 of section
173.1003 for fiscal year 2011 and every fiscal year thereafter[,] ; and [one thousand dollars]

(3) One-half of theamount provided in subdivision (2) of this subsection for fiscal
year 2011 and every fiscal year thereafter for each eligible student whose composite scores on
the American College Testing Program (ACT) or the Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) of the
College Board are between the top five and three percent of all Missouri students taking those
tests during the school year in which the scholarship recipients graduate from high school,
annually for the second, third and fourth academic years or as long as the recipient is in
compliancewiththeapplicabledigibility requirementsset forthin[section 173.215] subsections
4, 5, and 6 of this section, provided those years of study are continuous and the student
continues to meet eligibility requirementsfor the scholarship; provided, however, if arecipient
ceases all attendance at an approved public or private institution for the purpose of providing
service to a nonprofit organization, a state or federal government agency or any branch of the
armed forces of the United States, the recipient shall be eligible for arenewal scholarship upon
return to any approved public or private ingtitution, provided the recipient:

(1) Returnsto full-time status within twenty-seven months;

(2) Provides verification in compliance with coordinating board for higher education
rules that the service to the nonprofit organization was satisfactorily completed and was not
compensated other than for expenses or that the service to the state or federal governmental
agency or branch of the armed forces of the United States was satisfactorily completed; and

(3 Meets al other requirements established for eligibility to receive a renewal
scholarship.

[6.] 9. A recipient of academic scholarship awarded under this section may transfer from
one approved Missouri public or private institution to another without losing eligibility for the
scholarship. If arecipient of the scholarship at any time withdraws from an approved private or
public institution so that under the rules and regulations of that institution he or sheis entitled
to arefund of any tuition, feesor other charges, theinstitution shall pay the portion of the refund
attributable to the scholarship for that term to the coordinating board for higher education.

[7.] 10. Other provisionsof thissectionto the contrary notwithstanding, if arecipient has
been awarded an initial academic scholarship pursuant to the provisions of this section but is
unable to use the scholarship during the first academic year because of illness, disability,
pregnancy or other medical need or if arecipient ceases all attendance at an approved public or
private institution because of illness, disability, pregnancy or other medical need, the recipient
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shall be eligible for an initial or renewal scholarship upon enrollment in or return to any
approved public or private institution, provided the recipient:

(1) Enrollsin or returns to full-time status within twenty-seven months;

(2) Provides verification in compliance with coordinating board for higher education
rules of sufficient medical evidence documenting an illness, disability, pregnancy or other
medical need of such person to require that that person will not be able to use the initial or
renewal scholarship during the time period for which it was originally offered; and

(3) Meets dl other requirements established for eligibility to receive an initia or a
renewal scholarship.
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