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D. ADAM CRUMBLISS, Chief Clerk
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AN ACT

To amend chapter 173, RSMo, by adding thereto one new section relating to the Missouri
Education Promise program.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Chapter 173, RSMo, is amended by adding thereto one new section, to be
known as section 173.975, to read as follows:

173.975. 1. Thereishereby established in the department of higher education a
program of tuition and book cost reimbur sement, tobeknown asthe" Missouri Education
Promise", for studentswho have completed theforty-two-hour core cour serequirements
for general education, asapproved by the department of higher education, through their
participation in the A+ program created under section 160.545, RSMo, subject to the
further requirementsof this section.

2. Theprogram shall providetuition, general fee, and book cost reimbur sement for
an eligible student for no more than sixty semester hoursat a Missouri public four-year
institution of higher education over a period of no more than three academic years since
thestudent completed theforty-two-hour corecour serequirement referred toin subsection
1 of this section.

3. Tobeeligible, each student shall:
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(1) Enter into awritten agreement with the four-year institution to perform fifty
hours of unpaid community service prior to graduation; and

(2) Have maintained an over all grade point average of three pointsor higher on a
four-point scale during the student's enrollment under the A+ program.

4. Tomaintain digibility, each student shall during the period of reimbur sement
availability:

(1) Enroll inand attend on afull-timebasisaMissouri public four-year institution
of higher education;

(2) Maintain agrade point average of threepointsor higher on afour-point scale;
and

(3) Completefifty hoursof unpaid community service by themiddleof thetermin
which the student has applied for graduation.

Intheevent a student’'scumulative grade point aver agefallsbelow three pointson afour-
point scaleat theend of a semester, heor sheshall begranted a one-semester graceperiod
from the grade point requirement of subdivision (2) of this subsection. If the student's
gradesinthesubsequent semester areinsufficient toraisethestudent'scumulativeaver age
to three points or more on a four-point scale, the student shall lose €eligibility for the
program established under this section.

5. Thereimbursement shall bemadeavailable, subject tolegislativeappropriation,
only after the student hasmade a documented good faith effort tofir st secureall available
federal postsecondary student financial assistance fundsthat do not require repayment.
Thefinancial incentiveswill only bemadeavailabletoreimbur setuition costs, gener al fees,
and up tofifty percent of book costs, subject to legislative appropriation after the federal
postsecondary student financial assistance funds have been applied to these costs.

6. If changesmust bemadetothereimbursement dueto legislative appropriation,
the department shall endeavor to reimburse, in the following order of priority:

(1) Theamount of tuition;

(2) Thegeneral fees, and

(3) Up tofifty percent of the book costs.

7. Missouri publicfour-year institutions shall verify for each student intending to
participatein the program:

(1) Duringthefirst semester of the student’s participation:

(@) Student €eligibility has been received from the A+ postsecondary institution
program;

(b) Enrollment asa full-time student;
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(c) A good faith effort has been made to secure federal postsecondary student
financial assistance funds; and

(d) After federal postsecondary student financial assistancefundsareapplied, the
student will receivetuition and general feereimbur sement and up to fifty percent of book
costs, subject to legislative appropriation, to attend that institution; and

(2) During the second and subsequent semester s of the student's participation:

(@) Theéligible student continuesto be enrolled as a full-time student;

(b) Good faith effortscontinueto bemadeto securefederal postsecondary student
financial assistance funds;

(c) Thestudent hasearned and maintainsa grade point aver age of threepointsor
higher on a four-point scale; and

(d) After federal postsecondary student financial assistancefundsareapplied, the
student will receive tuition and general fee reimbursement and up to fifty percent of the
book costs, subject to legisative appropriation, to attend that institution.

8. Any ruleor portion of arule, asthat term isdefined in section 536.010, RSM o,
that iscreated under the authority delegated in this section shall become effective only if
it complies with and is subject to all of the provisions of chapter 536, RSMo, and, if
applicable, section 536.028, RSMo. Thissection and chapter 536, RSM o, ar enonseverable
and if any of the power svested with the gener al assembly pur suant to chapter 536, RSM o,
toreview, to delay the effective date, or to disapprove and annul a rule are subsequently
held unconstitutional, then the grant of rulemaking authority and any rule proposed or
adopted after August 28, 2008, shall beinvalid and void.
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