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SECOND REGULAR SESSION

HOUSE BILL NO. 2160

94TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

INTRODUCED BY REPRESENTATIVES GRILL (Sponsor), TALBOY, SCHIEFFER,
HOLSMAN AND MEINERS (Co-sponsors).

Read 1st time February 14, 2008 and copies ordered printed.

D. ADAM CRUMBLISS, Chief Clerk
4553L.02I

AN ACT

Torepeal sections115.237, 115.391, and 115.449, RSMo, and to enact in lieu thereof three new
sections relating to ballots.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Sections115.237, 115.391, and 115.449, RSMo, are repeal ed and three new
sections enacted in lieu thereof, to be known as sections 115.237, 115.391, and 115.449, to read
asfollows:

115.237. 1. Each ballot printed or designed for use with an electronic voting system for
any election pursuant to this chapter shall contain all questions and the names of all offices and
candidates certified or filed pursuant to this chapter and no other. As far as practicable, al
guestionsand thenamesof all officesand candidatesfor which each voter isentitled to vote shall
be printed on one page except for the ballot for political party committee persons in polling
places not utilizing an electronic voting system which may be printed separately and in
conformity with the requirements contained in this section. As far as practicable, ballots
containing only questions and the names of nonpartisan offices and candidates shall be printed
in accordancewith the provisionsof thissection, except that the ball ot information may belisted
invertical or horizontal rows. The namesof candidatesfor each officeshall belistedinthe order
inwhich they arefiled, unlessthe officeisa statewide office, or the office of state senator or
representative. If the office is a statewide office, or the office of state senator or
representative, each candidate shall belisted in as many different positions on the ballot

EXPLANATION — Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill isnot enacted and is intended
to be omitted from the law. Matter in bold-face typein the above bill is proposed language.
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as there are candidates for that office. Any increased costs incurred in printing such
ballotsfor statewide officesor the office of state senator or representative shall be paid as
provided in section 115.061.

2. Except as provided in subsection 5 of this section, each ballot shall have:

(1) Each party name printed in capital |etters not less than eighteen point in size;

(2) The name of each office printed in capital letters not less than eight point in size;

(3) The name of each candidate printed in capital letters not less than ten point in size;

(4) A small square, the sides of which shall not be less than one-fourth inch in length,
printed directly to theleft of each candidate's name and on the sameline asthe candidate's name.
When write-in votes are authorized and no candidate's name is to be printed under the name of
an office in a party or nonpartisan column, under the name of the office in the column shall be
printed a square. Directly to the right of the square shall be printed a horizontal line on which
the voter may votefor a person whose name does not appear on the ballot. WWhen more than one
position isto befilled for an office, and the number of candidates names under the officein a
column islessthan the number of positionsto befilled, the number of squaresand write-inlines
printed in the column shall equa the difference between the number of candidates names and
the number of positionsto befilled;

(5) Thelist of candidates of each party and al nonpartisan candidates placed in separate
columns with a heavy vertical line between each list;

(6) A horizontal line extending across the ball ot three-eighths of an inch below the last
name or write-in line under each officein such amanner that the names of all candidatesand al
write-inlinesfor the same office appear between the same horizontal lines. If write-invotesare
not authorized, the horizontal line shall extend across the ballot three-eighths of an inch below
the name of the last candidate under each office;

(7) Inaseparate column or benesth aheavy horizontal line under al names and write-in
lines, al questions;

(8) At least three-eighths of an inch below all other matter on the ballot, printed in
ten-point Gothic type, the words "Instructionsto Voters' followed by directions to the voter on
marking the ballot as provided in section 115.439;

(9) Printed at thetop on theface of the ballot thewords " Official Ballot" followed by the
date of the election and the statement "Instruction to Voters: Place an X in the square opposite
the name of the person for whom you wish to vote.".

3. Asnearly as practicable, each ballot shall be in substantially the following form:

OFFICIAL BALLOT DATE ..o
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REPUBLICAN

For President
and

Vice President

DEMOCRATIC

For President
and

Vice President

THIRD PARTY

For President
and

Vice President

INDEPENDENT

For President
and

Vice President

For
United States
Senator

For
United States
Senator

For
United States
Senator

For
United States
Senator

For Lieutenant

For Lieutenant

For Lieutenant

For Lieutenant

Governor Governor Governor Governor

O. .. I I O. ..
For Secretary For Secretary For Secretary For Secretary

of State of State of State of State

O. .. O O O. .
For Treasurer For Treasurer For Treasurer For Treasurer

O. . O O O. .
For Attorney For Attorney For Attorney For Attorney
Generd General General Generd
O, I I O,
For For For For

United States United States United States United States
Representative Representative Representative Representative
O, I I O,
For State For State For State For State
Senator Senator Senator Senator

O. . O O O. .
For State For State For State For State
Representative Representative Representative Representative
O, I I O,
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For Circuit For Circuit For Circuit For Circuit
Judge Judge Judge Judge

4. No ballot printed or designed for use with an el ectronic voting system for any partisan
election held under this chapter shall allow aperson to vote astraight political party ticket. For
purposes of this subsection, a "straight political party ticket" means voting for al of the
candidates for elective office who are on the ballot representing a single political party by a
single selection on the ballot.

5. The secretary of state shall promulgate rulesthat specify uniform standards for ballot
layout for each el ectronic or computerized ballot counting system approved under the provisions
of section 115.225 so that the ball ot used with any counting systemis, where possible, consistent
with the intent of this section. Nothing in this section shall be construed to require the format
specified in this section if it does not meet the requirements of the ballot counting system used
by the election authority.

6. Any rule or portion of arule, asthat term is defined in section 536.010, RSMo, that
is created under the authority delegated in this section shall become effective only if it complies
with and is subject to al of the provisions of chapter 536, RSMo, and, if applicable, section
536.028, RSMo. Thissection and chapter 536, RSMo, arenonseverableand if any of the powers
vested with the general assembly pursuant to chapter 536, RSMo, to review, to delay the
effective date or to disapprove and annul arule are subsequently held unconstitutional, then the
grant of rulemaking authority and any rule proposed or adopted after August 28, 2002, shall be
invalid and void.

115.391. Not later than the fourth Tuesday prior to the primary election, each election
authority shall prepare sample official balots. The sample ballots shall contain, under the
appropriate offices and party designations, the names of all candidates to be voted on in its
jurisdictionintheorder they will appear on theballot, except that for candidatesfor statewide
office or the office of state senator or representative, the sample ballot shall contain a
notice that candidates for such office may appear in different order on the official ballot
than they appear on the sample ballot under subsection 1 of section 115.237. Each sample
ballot shall be printed upon tinted or colored paper, of adifferent tint or color from the official
primary ballot, and shall contain no endorsements. Immediately after having the sample ballots
prepared, each election authority shall mail to the chairman of each county committee in its
jurisdiction and to each candidate named on the ballot, a copy of the sample ballot for his party.
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The election authority shall also post a copy of each sample ballot in aconspicuous placein its
office.

115.449. 1. Assoon as the polls close in each polling place using paper ballots, the
election judges shall begin to count the votes. If earlier counting is begun pursuant to section
115.451, the election judges shall complete the count in the manner provided by this section.
Once begun, no count shall be adjourned or postponed until all proper votes have been counted.

2. One counting judge, closely observed by the other counting judge, shall take the
ballots out of the ballot box one at atime and, holding each ballot in such away that the other
counting judge may read it, shall read the name of each candidate properly voted for and the
office sought by each. Aseach voteiscalled out, therecording judges shall each record thevote
on atally sheet. Thevotesfor and against all questions shall likewise be read and recorded. If
more than one political subdivision or special district is holding an election on the same day at
the same polling place and using separate ballots, the counting judges may separate the ballots
of each political subdivision and special district and first read one set, then the next and so on
until al proper votes have been counted.

3. After all of the proper votes on aballot have been counted, the ballot shall be strung
onawireor string intheorder read. After al the ballots have been read and strung and after the
recording judges agree on the count, the wire or string shall betied in afirm knot, and the knot
shall be sealed so that it cannot be untied without breaking the seal. Rejected and spoiled ballots
shall not be strung but shall be placed in separate containers marked "REJECTED" and
"SPOILED".

4. Aftertherecording of all proper votes, therecordingjudgesshall comparetheir tallies.
When the recording judges agree on the count, they shall sign both of the tally sheets, and one
of the recording judges shall announce in a loud voice the total number of votes for each
candidate and for and against each question.

5. After the announcement of the vote, the election judges shall record the vote totalsin
the appropriate places on each statement of returns. If any tally sheet or statement of returns
contains no heading for any question, the election judges shall write the necessary headings on
the tally sheet or statement of returns.

6. Thesecretary of stateshall establish proceduresfor counting votesfor statewide
offices or the office of state senator or representative when electronic voting systems or
voting machines are used and candidates for such statewide office or the office of state
senator or representativearelisted on theballot in varyingorder asprovided in subsection
1 of section 115.237.
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