© 00N O~ WN

N <
A WNPRPRO

FIRST REGULAR SESSION

HOUSE BILL NO. 501

95TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

INTRODUCED BY REPRESENTATIVES SCHARNHORST (Sponsor), TILLEY, PRATT, NANCE,
PARKINSON, JONES (117), JONES (89), FUNDERBURK, LIPKE, SCHAAF, ICET, COOPER, DIXON,
GRISAMORE AND NIEVES (Co-sponsors).

0080L.02I D. ADAM CRUMBLISS, Chief Clerk

AN ACT

To amend chapter 162, RSMo, by adding thereto one new section relating to ombudsman
services for children with disabilities.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Chapter 162, RSMo, is amended by adding thereto one new section, to be
known as section 162.948, to read as follows:

162.948. 1. Thedivision of special education within thedepartment of elementary
and secondary education shall develop and coordinate a program to provide ombudsman
services to children and families in this state regarding special education programs and
special education services and to provide support to students with disabilities and their
parents, guardians, and educators. A head ombudsman shall beappointed by thegover nor
and such appointee shall serve as director of the ombudsman program.

2. The program shall:

(a) Provideinformationtohelp familiesand educator sunder stand stateand feder al
laws, rules, and regulationsrelatingto special education servicesand toaccesstrainingand
support, technical information services, and mediation services as appropriate;

(b) Act asaliaison between parentsand school administrative units,

(c) Help partiesto a dispute explore optionsfor resolving conflicts.

3. A representative from the program shall be present at all [EP meetings for
special needs children. In the event the partiesinvolved in an |EP meeting are unableto
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15 agreeon an issue, the matter shall beresolved by the head ombudsman appointed under
16 theauthority of subsection 1 of this section.
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