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FIRST REGULAR SESSION

HOUSE BILL NO. 183

95TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

INTRODUCED BY REPRESENTATIVES STEVENSON (Sponsor), SATER, NANCE, SANDER,
SCHAD AND RUESTMAN (Co-sponsors).

0417L.011 D. ADAM CRUMBLISS, Chief Clerk

AN ACT
To amend chapter 452, RSMo, by adding thereto three new sections relating to child support.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Chapter 452, RSMo, isamended by adding thereto three new sections, to be
known as sections 452.356, 452.357, and 452.358, to read as follows:

452.356. 1. If a person ordered to pay child support under a judicial or
administrativesupport order failsor refusesto comply with such order, and if an order of
income withholding is inapplicable or unsuccessful, a recipient of child support or the
family support division may, in thecircuit court of the county in which the child support
order isfiled or registered, commence a civil contempt proceeding by filing a motion for
an order to show cause why thedelinquent obligor should not be held in contempt. If the
obligor failstoappear in responsetoan order to show cause, thecourt shall dooneor more
of the following:

(1) Find theobligor in contempt for failureto appear and issue a warrant;

(2) Find theobligor in contempt for the reasons stated in the motion for the show
cause hearing.

2. If awarrant isissued under this section, the court shall decreethat the obligor
issubject to arrest if apprehended or detained anywhere in this state and shall require
that, upon arrest, unlessthe obligor deposits a cash performance bond, the obligor shall
remain in custody until the time of the hearing. The court shall specify in the bench
warrant the cash performance bond amount. Thebond shall:

EXPLANATION — Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill isnot enacted and is intended
to be omitted from the law. Matter in bold-face typein the above bill is proposed language.
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(1) Requiretheobligor tofurnish an addressto the court at which the obligor can
be notified when to appear for a hearing;

(2) Notify theobligor that if heor shefailstoappear when notified by thecourt the
bond shall beforfeited and transferred to thefamily support payment center for payment
towards any child support arrearages of the obligor. In addition, the bond shall inform
the obligor that if he or she does not appear when notified, the court shall determine to
whom the bond shall be paid.

If bond is posted by the obligor, the court shall schedule a hearing within thirty days.

452.357. 1. Thecourt may find an obligor in contempt if the court findsthat the
obligor isinarrearsin hisor her child support obligation and if the court issatisfied that
the obligor hasthe capacity to pay out of currently available resourcesall or a portion of
the amount due under the child support order. In the absence of proofsto the contrary
introduced by theobligor, thecourt shall presumethat theobligor hascurrently available
resour cesequal tofour weeksof paymentsunder thechild support order. Thecourt shall
not find that the obligor has currently available resources of more than one month of
payment without proof of such resources. Upon finding an obligor in contempt of court
under this section, the court may immediately enter an order for one or more of the
following:

(1) Committing the obligor to county jail;

(2) Committing the obligor to county jail with the privilege of leaving jail during
the hoursthe court determines and under the supervision the court deems necessary for
the purpose of allowing the obligor to travel to and from hisor her place of employment;

(3) If the obligor holds an occupational license, driver's license, or hunting or
fishing license, conditioning a suspension of the obligor's license or any combination of
licenses upon noncompliance with an order for payment of the arrearage or additional
scheduled installments of a sum certain;

(4) Orderingtheobligor to participatein awork activity.

2. If thecourt entersan order under subdivision (3) of subsection 1 of this section
and theobligor failsto comply with the arr ear age payment schedule, the court shall, after
notice and opportunity for hearing, order suspension of the obligor's license or licenses
with respect to which the order under subdivision (3) of subsection 1 of this section was
entered.

3. Notwithstandingthelength of commitment imposed under thissection, thecourt
may release an obligor whoisunemployed if committed to a county jail under thissection
and who finds employment if either of thefollowing applies:



H.B. 183 3

28
29
30
31

© 00N O~ WN

B
b O

(1) The obligor is self-employed, completes two consecutive weeks at his or her
employment, and makes a child support payment asrequired by the court; or

(2) The obligor is employed and completes two consecutive weeks at his or her
employment and an order of income withholding is effective.

452.358. 1. An order of commitment under section 452.357 shall be entered only
if other remediesaredeemed unlikely to correct theobligor'sfailureor refusal to pay child
support.

2. An order of commitment shall separately state both of the following:

(1) Theamount of the arrearage under the child support order; and

(2) Theamount to be paid by theobligor in order to bereleased from the order of
commitment.

3. A commitment shall continue until the amount ordered to be paid under
subdivision (2) of subsection 2 of this section is paid, but shall not exceed forty-five days
for the first adjudication of contempt or ninety days for any second or subsequent
adjudication of contempt.
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