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FIRST REGULAR SESSION

HOUSE BILL NO. 346

95TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

INTRODUCED BY REPRESENTATIVES SCHIEFFER (Sponsor), KANDER, OXFORD, SCHUPP,
LeBLANC, NORR, BIERMANN, STILL, HODGES, NOLTE, WILSON (119), KUESSNER, CALLOWAY,,
FALLERT, COLONA, KOMO, CORCORAN, WALSH AND MEADOWS (Co-sponsors).

0736L.011 D. ADAM CRUMBLISS, Chief Clerk

AN ACT

To amend chapter 407, RSMo, by adding thereto one new section relating to deceptive
advertising practices.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Chapter 407, RSMo, is amended by adding thereto one new section, to be
known as section 407.311, to read as follows:

407.311. 1. Asused in thissection, the following terms shall mean:

(1) "Local telephone directory", a publication listing telephone numbers for
various businessesin a certain geographic area and distributed free of chargeto some or
all telephone subscribersin that aresa;

(2) "Local telephone number”, a telephone number that can be dialed without
incurring long distance char ges from telephones located within the area covered by the
local telephone directory in which the number islisted. Theterm shall not include long
distancenumbers, toll-freenumbers, or ninehundred exchangenumberslisted in thelocal
telephone directory;

(3) "Person”,anindividual, partnership, limited liability partner ship, cor poration,
or limited liability cor poration.

2. No person shall misrepresent the geogr aphiclocation of thesupplier of aservice
or product by listing a fictitious business name or an assumed business name in a local
telephonedirectory if:

(1) Thename misrepresentsthe geographic location of the supplier;

EXPLANATION — Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill isnot enacted and is intended
to be omitted from the law. Matter in bold-face typein the above bill is proposed language.
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(2) Thelistingfailstoidentify theaddress, includingthestate of thebusinessof the
supplier;

(3) Callsto the local telephone number are routinely forwarded or otherwise
transferred to a business location that is outside the calling area covered by the local
telephone directory; and

(4) Thebusinesslocation of thesupplier islocated in acounty that isnot contiguous
to a county in the calling ar ea covered by the local telephone directory.

3. No person shall list a fictitious business name or assumed business namein a
directory assistance databaseif:

(1) Thename misrepresentsthe geographic location of the supplier;

(2) Callsto the local telephone number are routinely forwarded or otherwise
transferred to a businesslocation that isoutside thelocal calling area; and

(3) Thebusinesslocation of thesupplier islocated in acounty that isnot contiguous
to a county in thelocal calling ar ea.

4. For purposes of this section, a telephone company or other provider of a
telephonedirectory or directory assistance service or itsofficer or agent isimmune from
liability for publishing thelisting of afictitious business name or assumed business name
of asupplier initsdirectory or directory assistancedatabaseunlessthetelephonecompany
or other provider of atelephoneor directory assistance service isthe same person asthe
supplier of the servicesor products who has committed the deceptive act.

5. Any person who violates the provisions of this section is guilty of an unlawful
practice under section 407.020.
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