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FIRST REGULAR SESSION

HOUSE BILL NO. 526

95TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

INTRODUCED BY REPRESENTATIVES GRISAMORE (Sponsor), OXFORD AND LAMPE (Co-sponsors).
1397L.01I D. ADAM CRUMBLISS, Chief Clerk

AN ACT

To amend chapter 161, RSMo, by adding thereto one new section relating to the parents' bill of
rights.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Chapter 161, RSMo, is amended by adding thereto one new section, to be
known as section 161.850, to read as follows:

161.850. 1. By January 1, 2010, the department of elementary and secondary
education shall develop and produce a publication entitled " The Parents Bill of Rights"
that shall be designed to inform parents of children with an individualized education
program of their educational rightsprovided under federal and statelaw. Thepublication
shall contain the department's contact infor mation.

2. The publication shall contain, but may not be limited to, the following
information presented in a clear and concise manner:

(1) Theright of parentsto attend individualized education program meetings and
represent their child'sinterests;

(2) Theright of parentsto havean advocate or expert present at an individualized
education program meeting, which may include a Missouri Parents Act staff member;

(3) Theright of parentsto receive a copy of the child'sevaluation and to disagree
with itsresults and request oneindependent educational evaluation at public expense;

(4) Theright of parentsto provideawritten report from outside sour cesaspart of
the evaluation process;

(5) Theright of parentsto examine all school records pertaining to the child and
be provided with a copy of the individualized education program;

EXPLANATION — Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill isnot enacted and is intended
to be omitted from the law. Matter in bold-face typein the above bill is proposed language.
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(6) Theright of parentsto disagreewith the decision of the school district and the
individualized education program team and to pursue complaint procedures, including a
child complaint filed with the department of elementary and secondary education, state-
paid mediation, and other due processrights;

(7) Theright of parentswith achild with an individualized education program to
participatein reviews of such program, participatein any decision to change any aspects
of theindividualized education program, and meet with school officialswhenever achange
occursin their child's education program or classroom placement;

(8 Theright of a child to be placed in the least restrictive environment and be
placed in a general education classroom, to the greatest extent possible;

(90 Theright of parents with limited English language proficiency to have an
interpreter at individualized education program meetings. The school district shall
arrangefor such an interpreter;

(10) Theright of parentstohaveafreeappropriatepubliceducation for their child
with an individualized education program, which may include, but not be limited to,
services and therapies such as assessment, behavior management training and supports,
communication and language therapy, consultation on individualized education,
information and referral assistance, life skills, occupational ther apy, sensory integration
therapy, and behavior therapy, such asapplied behavior analysis.

3. Each school district shall provide the parent or parents of a child with an
individualized education program with a copy of thispublication at least ten daysprior to
the individualized education program meeting. At such meeting, the parent or parents
shall indicate whether they have received the publication.

4. Thedepartment of elementary and secondary education shall promulgaterules
and regulations necessary to implement the provisions of this section, including but not
limited to, the manner in which the publication described in this section shall be
distributed.

5. Any ruleor portion of arule, asthat term isdefined in section 536.010, RSM o,
that iscreated under the authority delegated in this section shall become effective only if
it complies with and is subject to all of the provisions of chapter 536, RSMo, and, if
applicable, section 536.028, RSMo. Thissection and chapter 536, RSM o, ar enonseverable
and if any of the power svested with the gener al assembly pur suant to chapter 536, RSMo,
toreview, to delay the effective date, or to disapprove and annul arule are subsequently
held unconstitutional, then the grant of rulemaking authority and any rule proposed or
adopted after August 28, 2009, shall beinvalid and void.
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