© 00N O~ WN

T N <
~N o U~ WNPRO

FIRST REGULAR SESSION

HOUSE BILL NO. 1080

95TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

INTRODUCED BY REPRESENTATIVES MUNZLINGER (Sponsor) AND LOEHNER (Co-sponsor).
2381L.01I D. ADAM CRUMBLISS, Chief Clerk

AN ACT

To amend chapter 261, RSMo, by adding thereto five new sections relating to the sustainable
agriculture and local foods initiative.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Chapter 261, RSMo, is amended by adding thereto five new sections, to be
known as sections 261.325, 261.328, 261.331, 261.334, and 261.337, to read as follows:

261.325. 1. Sections 261.325 to 261.337 shall be known and may be cited asthe
" Sustainable Agriculture and Local Foods Initiative".

2. For the purposes of sections 261.325 to 261.337, thefollowing terms shall mean:

(1) "Locally grown and processed”, food products grown in the state and, to the
extent processing was required, processed in the state;

(2) "Microagricultural enterprise”, an operation with five or less employees and
forty thousand dollarsor lessin start-up funding that will produceor processagricultural
productsin Missouri.

(3) " Percentage price preference”, the percent by which a responsive bid by a
responsible bidder whose product islocally grown and processed may exceed the lowest
responsivebid by aresponsible bidder whose product isnot locally grown and processed;

(4) " Small farmer and business’, an agricultural operation based in Missouri that
produces or processes food products and that has gross annual sales of less than two
hundred fifty thousand dollars or an agribusiness based in Missouri that produces or
processes food products and has less than five million in gross annual sales.

3. Thereishereby created the" Officeof Sustainable Agricultureand L ocal Foods®
to be housed within the department of agriculture. The office of sustainable agriculture

EXPLANATION — Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill isnot enacted and is intended
to be omitted from the law. Matter in bold-face typein the above bill is proposed language.
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and local foods shall employ staff consisting of not lessthan onefull-timeor theequivalent
of onefull-timeprogram staff member and onefull-timeor theequivalent of onefull-time
administrative assistant.

4. Themission of theofficeof sustainableagricultureand local foodscreated inthis
section shall be to improve the climate for agricultural products that are produced or
processed by small farmers and businesses and to promote a sustainable Missouri food
system. To accomplish this mission, the office will provide technical and financial
assistanceto small farmersand businessesfor the branding, marketing, and distribution
of sustainable, natural, and organic Missouri agricultural products.

5. Theduties of the office of sustainable agriculture and local foods shall be to:

(1) Administer the Missouri farm-to-cafeteria program created under section
261.328;

(2) Administer the beginning farmer program created under section 261.331,

(3) Administer the Missouri-branded program created under section 261.334;

(4) Administer the new markets program created under section 261.337;

(5) Administer up to two million in tax credits for the acquisition of best
management practice technology by small farmers and businesses,

(6) Promulgaterulesfor theprogramsin thissection. Anyruleor portion of arule,
as that term is defined in section 536.010, RSMo, that is created under the authority
delegated in thissection shall become effectiveonly if it complieswith and is subject to all
of the provisions of chapter 536, RSM o, and, if applicable, section 536.028, RSMo. This
section and chapter 536, RSM o, arenonsever ableand if any of the power svested with the
general assembly pursuant to chapter 536, RSMo, to review, to delay the effective date, or
to disapprove and annul arule are subsequently held unconstitutional, then the grant of
rulemaking authority and any rule proposed or adopted after August 28, 2009, shall be
invalid and void;

(7) Administer funding appropriated or received for itsoperationsand programs.

261.328. 1. Thedepartment of agriculture, in collabor ation with the departments
of elementary and secondary education and health and senior services, shall create the
" Farm Fresh SchoolsProgram™ toreduceobesity and improvenutrition and publichealth,
aswell as strengthen local agricultural economies by increasing accessto and promoting
the consumption of locally grown fruitsand vegetablesin schoolsand increasing physical
activities and programs that promote pupil wellness.

2. Thefarm fresh schools program shall:
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(1) Link schoolswith local and regional farmsin order to provide schools with
fresh and minimally processed farm commaodities for inclusion in school meals, vending
machines, salad bars, and snacks;

(2) Help studentsdevelop nutritional awareness and healthy eating habits;

(3) Include activitiesthat provide students with hands-on lear ning opportunities,
such as farm visits, cooking demonstrations, and school gardening and composting
programs, and integrate nutritional and agricultural education into school curricula; and

(4) Emphasize the purchase of farm fresh foods by schools in order to improve
child nutrition and strengthen local and regional farm economies.

3. Inimplementing the farm fresh schools program, the departments shall:

(1) Manage procurement of food;

(2) Promote and market the program;

(3) Ensure proper food safety and compliance with all health code requirements
and certifications;

(4) Conduct workshops, training sessions, and technical assistanceto school, farm,
and food processing per sonnel;

(5) Assist schoolsin developing and implementing nutrition education plans that
include locally grown foods,

(6) Seek fundingfor the program by gift, bequest, donation, and other sourcesfor
theissuance of grants under subsection 4 of this section;

(7) Promoteschool gar densand encour agelocal authoritiesto per mit school-grown
foodsto be served in school cafeterias;

(8) Encourage education about nutrition and growing methods, including but not
limited to incor porating gardening and nutrition into grade-level expectations;

(9) Work to amend state and school procurement restrictionsto:

(a) Requiredevelopment of food procurement procedur esto maximizethepurchase
of state-grown food by the state and schools; and

(b) Requireall statefood contractsto include a plan to maximize the pur chase of
state-grown food.

4. Thedepartmentsof agricultureand elementary and secondary education shall
jointly administer a processto review grant proposalsand award grantson a competitive
basis to eligible applicants to implement the farm fresh schools program. Thefirst six
grants awarded under the program shall be awarded in six different counties, including
three urban counties and threerural countieswith a significant agricultural economy.
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5. The department of agriculture shall develop a web site or include in the
department’'s web site a mechanism to link farmers and schools for the purpose of food
procur ement.

6. (1) Thereis hereby created in the state treasury the " Farm Fresh Schools
Fund", which shall consist of moneys appropriated for the program, and any gifts,
bequests, or donationstotheprogram. Thestatetreasurer shall be custodian of thefund.
In accor dance with sections 30.170 and 30.180, RSMo, the state treasurer may approve
disbursements. Upon appropriation, money in the fund shall be used solely for the
administration of this section.

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of section 33.080, RSMo, to the contrary, any
moneysremaining in the fund at the end of the biennium shall not revert to the credit of
the general revenue fund.

(3) Thestatetreasurer shall invest moneysin thefund in the samemanner asother
fundsareinvested. Any interest and moneysear ned on such investmentsshall becredited
to thefund.

7. The department of agriculture, in consultation with the departments of
elementary and secondary education and health and senior services, shall promulgaterules
to implement the provisions of this section. Any rule or portion of arule, asthat term s
defined in section 536.010, RSMo, that is created under the authority delegated in this
section shall become effectiveonly if it complieswith and issubject to all of the provisions
of chapter 536, RSMo, and, if applicable, section 536.028, RSM o. Thissection and chapter
536, RSM o, are nonsever able and if any of the powers vested with the general assembly
pursuant to chapter 536, RSM o, toreview, todelay theeffectivedate, or to disapproveand
annul a rule are subsequently held unconstitutional, then the grant of rulemaking
authority and any rule proposed or adopted after August 28, 2009, shall be invalid and
void.

8. Under section 23.253, RSMo, of the Missouri Sunset Act:

(1) The provisions of the new program authorized under this section shall
automatically sunset six year safter theeffective date of thissection unlessreauthorized by
an act of the general assembly; and

(2) If such program is reauthorized, the program authorized under this section
shall automatically sunset twelveyear safter theeffectivedateof thereauthorization of this
section; and

(3) Thissection shall terminateon September fir st of thecalendar year immediately
following the calendar year in which the program authorized under this section issunset.
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261.331. 1. The office of sustainable agriculture and local foods created under
section 261.325 shall administer the " Beginning Farmer Program”, which is hereby
created. Theprogram shall:

(1) Organize and administer a mentoring program to connect aging farmersand
rancherswith young people interested in becoming involved in agriculture;

(2) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, utilize not less than five hundred
thousand dollars of funding authorized for agriculture linked deposits under section
30.753, RSMo, for the purpose of funding micro agricultural enterprises.

2. Under section 23.253, RSMo, of the Missouri sunset act:

(1) The provisions of the new program authorized under this section shall
automatically sunset six year safter the effectivedate of thissection unlessreauthorized by
an act of the general assembly; and

(2) If such program is reauthorized, the program authorized under this section
shall automatically sunset twelveyear safter theeffectivedateof thereauthorization of this
section; and

(3) Thissection shall terminateon September fir st of thecalendar year immediately
following the calendar year in which the program authorized under this section issunset.

261.334. 1. For purposesof thissection, theterm " agricultural product” shall have
the same meaning asin section 348.400, RSMo.

2. The office of sustainable agriculture and local foods created under section
261.325 shall administer a Missouri-branded program for small farms and businesses.
Such program shall:

(1) Assist small farmersand businesses market within the statelocally grown and
processed agricultural products;

(2) Assist in the coordination of the aggregation of agricultural productsfor sale
or distribution; and

(3) Establish amarketingplan for agricultural productsproduced by small farmers
and businesses.

3. Under section 23.253, RSMo, of the Missouri sunset act:

() The provisions of the new program authorized under this section shall
automatically sunset six year safter theeffective date of thissection unlessreauthorized by
an act of the general assembly; and

(2) If such program is reauthorized, the program authorized under this section
shall automatically sunset twelveyear safter theeffectivedateof thereauthorization of this
section; and
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(3) Thissection shall terminateon September fir st of thecalendar year immediately
following the calendar year in which the program authorized under thissection issunset.

261.337. 1. The office of sustainable agriculture and local foods created under
section 261.325 shall administer the" New Markets Program™ in which ten new farmer's
markets shall be created in the state each year for ten years. For purposesof this section,
a"farmer'smarket” shall beamarket placewheresmall farmer sand businesses compose
the majority of the vendors.

2. Under section 23.253, RSMo, of the Missouri sunset act:

(1) The provisions of the new program authorized under this section shall
automatically sunset six year safter the effectivedate of thissection unlessreauthorized by
an act of the general assembly; and

(2) If such program is reauthorized, the program authorized under this section
shall automatically sunset twelveyear safter theeffectivedateof thereauthorization of this
section; and

(3) Thissection shall terminateon September first of thecalendar year immediately
following the calendar year in which the program authorized under this section issunset.
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