COMMITTEE ON LEGISLATIVE RESEARCH
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FISCAL NOTE
L.R. No.: 5135-01
Bill No.: HB 2260
Subject: Military Affairs; Elections
Type: Original
Date: March 11, 2010
Bill Summary: Changes the laws regarding absent uniformed services and overseas
voters.
FISCAL SUMMARY

ESTIMATED NET EFFECT ON GENERAL REVENUE FUND

FUND AFFECTED FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013

Total Estimated

Net Effect on

General Revenue

Fund $0 $0 $0
ESTIMATED NET EFFECT ON OTHER STATE FUNDS

FUND AFFECTED FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013

Total Estimated

Net Effect on Other

State Funds $0 $0 $0

Numbers within parentheses: () indicate costs or losses.
This fiscal note contains 5 pages.
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ESTIMATED NET EFFECT ON FEDERAL FUNDS

FUND AFFECTED FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013
Federal Funds $0 $0 $0
Total Estimated
Net Effect on All
Federal Funds $0 $0 $0

ESTIMATED NET EFFECT ON FULL TIME EQUIVALENT (FTE)
FUND AFFECTED FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013
Total Estimated
Net Effect on
FTE 0 0 0

O Estimated Total Net Effect on All funds expected to exceed $100,000 savings or (cost).

O Estimated Net Effect on General Revenue Fund expected to exceed $100,000 (cost).

ESTIMATED NET EFFECT ON LOCAL FUNDS

FUND AFFECTED FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013

Local Government $0 $0 $0

JH:LR:OD


http://checkbox.wcm
http://checkbox.wcm

L.R. No. 5135-01
Bill No. HB 2260
Page 3 of 5

March 11, 2010

FISCAL ANALYSIS

ASSUMPTION

Officials at the Office of the Secretary of State (SOS) assume this bill requires ballots for
absent uniformed services voters and overseas voters to comply with federal provisions. It
requires the SOS to designate a means of electronic communication for uniformed service and
overseas voters to request, receive, and send voter registration applications, absentee ballot
applications, and ballots. The SOS shall also develop a free access system for uniformed service
and overseas voters to determine if their ballot has been received by the appropriate election
authority.

SOS assume training for the local election authorities would be $7,100.
7 trainings x $1,000 (travel, lodging and meeting room)
$100 Phone line
$7,100 Total

Officials at the Kansas City Board of Election Commission assume it would be greater than
$1,000 for postage and printing yearly.

In response to similar legislation filed this year, SB 845, officials at the Boone County assume if
the SOS authorizes email or fax as a method of electronic transmission, then no cost to the
County. Email will save approximately $2,300 in postage and handling costs. If SOS mandates
some other form of electronic transmission other than email or fax, then costs might increase
depending on design of system.

In response to a similar legislation filed this year, SB 845, officials at the Platte County Board
of Election Commission assume that there is no fiscal impact from this proposal.

Officials from the Office of the Secretary of State (SOS) state many bills considered by the
General Assembly include provisions allowing or requiring agencies to submit rules and
regulations to implement the act. The SOS is provided with core funding to handle a certain
amount of normal activity resulting from each year’s legislative session. The fiscal impact for
this fiscal note to the SOS for Administrative Rules is less than $2,500. The SOS recognizes that
this is a small amount and does not expect that additional funding would be required to meet
these costs. However, the SOS also recognizes that many such bills may be passed by the
General Assembly in a given year and that collectively the costs may be in excess of what the
office can sustain with the core budget. Therefore, the SOS reserves the right to request funding
for the cost of supporting administrative rules requirements should the need arise based on a
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review of the finally approved bills signed by the governor.

Oversight assumes the SOS could absorb the costs of printing and distributing regulations
related to this proposal. If multiple bills pass which require the printing and distribution of
regulations at substantial costs, the SOS could request funding through the appropriation process.

No other Board of Election Commissions or Local Election Authority responded to Oversight’s
request for fiscal impact.

Oversight assumes that since this legislation is a federal mandate, federal funds will be received
under the M.O.V.E. Act to cover costs associated with this proposal.

FISCAL IMPACT - State Government FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013
(10 Mo.)

FEDERAL FUNDS

Revenue - Secretary of State

M.O.V.E. Act funds received $7,100 $0 $0
Cost - Secretary of State
training for new procedures ($7,100) $0 $0
ESTIMATED NET EFFECT ON
FEDERAL FUNDS $0 $0 $0
FISCAL IMPACT - Local Government FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013
(10 Mo.)
0 $0 0

FISCAL IMPACT - Small Business

No direct fiscal impact to small businesses would be expected as a result of this proposal.
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FISCAL DESCRIPTION

This bill requires the Secretary of State to establish procedures for absent uniformed services
voters and overseas voters to request voter registration applications and absentee ballot
applications. At least one form of electronic communication for use by absent uniformed
services and overseas voters must be designated for requesting voter registration applications and
absentee ballots. These voters may request and designate a preferred method of electronic
transmission of these applications and ballots or request receipt by mail. The Secretary of State
must also develop, in coordination with local election authorities, a free access system by which
these voters may determine whether an absentee ballot has been received by the appropriate
election authority.

A sufficient quantity of paper ballots for federal elections must be printed and available for these
voters within 45 days prior to the election. Registration applications and paper ballots cannot

be rejected by an election authority because of any restriction on the paper or envelope type.
Missouri is required to use the special write-in absentee ballot provided in Section 115.292,
RSMo, for all elections for federal office as authorized by federal law.

This legislation is federally mandated, would not duplicate any other program and would not
require additional capital improvements or rental space.

SOURCES OF INFORMATION

Office of the Secretary of State

Kansas City Board of Election Commission
Platte County Board of Election Commission
Boone County
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