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SECOND REGULAR SESSION
[TRULY AGREED TO AND FINALLY PASSED]
CONFERENCE COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR
HOUSE COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR

HOUSE BILL NO. 2070

95TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY
4962L.05T 2010

AN ACT

To repeal sections 321.243 and 650.399, RSMo, and to enact in lieu thereof two new sections
relating to taxes for joint central fire and emergency dispatching services.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Sections 321.243 and 650.399, RSMo, are repealed and two new sections
enacted in lieu thereof, to be known as sections 321.243 and 650.399, to read as follows:

321.243. 1. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, an additional
tax of not to exceed three cents per one hundred dollars of assessed val uation may belevied and
collected by any city, town, village, county, or fire protection district, or a central fire and
emergency servicesboard established in subsection 4 of thissection. All thefundsderived from
such tax, including any existing surplus funds, shall be used [solely] for the purpose of
establishing and providing ajoint central fire and emergency dispatching service[, and, in any
county with acharter form of government and with more than one million inhabitants,] and for
expenditures for equipment and services, except for salaries, wages, and benefits, by cities,
towns, villages, counties, or fire protection districts which contract with such joint central fire
and emergency dispatching service.

2. Theadditional tax prescribed by this section shall belevied only when the governing
body of the city, town, village, county, fire protection district, or central fire and emergency
services board determines that a central fire and emergency dispatching center will meet the
minimum requirements set by section 321.245, and, except where a central fire and emergency
servicesboardisestablished in accordance with subsection 4 of thissection, when thegoverning

EXPLANATION — Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill isnot enacted and is intended
to be omitted from the law. Matter in bold-face typein the above bill is proposed language.
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body hasentered into acontract with the center for fireand emergency dispatching services. The
funds from the tax shall be kept separate and apart from all other funds of the city, town, village,
county, fire protection district, or central fire and emergency servicesboard and shall be paid out
only on order of thegoverning body. Except asprovided in subsection 4 of thissection, all funds
received by such center, and all operations of such center shall be governed and controlled by
aboard of directors consisting of one member from each such agency using thejoint central fire
and emergency dispatching service. Except asotherwise provided in subsection 4 of thissection,
in any county, city, town, or village, where a tax-supported fire protection district is provided
emergency dispatching services by any form of joint communi cation organization or emergency
dispatching center, receiving directly or indirectly any funds so levied and collected as provided
in this section including any funds or tariffs paid by telephone subscribers for 911 emergency
service, such joint communication organization, however organized, shall be governed by a
board of directors, and the board of directors shall consist in part of one member appointed by
each county, city, town, village or tax-supported fire protection district, so served. Themembers
shall be an elected official of a fire protection district, ambulance district or city council
appointed by each such agency to servefor aone-year term or until asuccessor isduly appointed.

3. In addition to the tax prescribed by subsections 1 and 2 of this section, an additional
tax of not to exceed two cents per one hundred dollars of assessed valuation which has been
approved by the voters may be levied and collected by any city, town, village, county, or fire
protection district, or acentral fire and emergency services board established in subsection 4 of
this section of a county of the first classification with a charter form of government which has
a population between two hundred thousand and five hundred thousand inhabitants, but all of
thefundsderived from such tax shall be used solely for the purpose of establishingand providing
ajoint central fire and emergency dispatching service.

4. A central fireand emergency services board shall be established in any county of the
first classification with a charter form of government which has a population between two
hundred thousand and five hundred thousand inhabitants in the manner prescribed in this
subsection. The board shall have all powers and duties prescribed in this section and section
321.245 to establish and provide a joint central fire and emergency dispatching service. The
initial board shall be established at the April, 1996, election. The election authority shall be
ordered to conduct such el ection, which shall be conducted as anonpartisan election. Theboard
shall consist of one member elected from each county council district. All board members shall
serve for four-year terms, except that of theinitial members el ected, the members elected from
odd-numbered county council districts shall serve for terms of two years and the members
elected from even-numbered county council districts shall serve for terms of four years. Each
member shall be aresident of the county council district from which the member iselected. No



C.C.S.H.C.S. H.B. 2070 3

52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79

N o 0ok~ WD

personwhoisapaid employeeof any fire protection district, ambulancedistrict, joint central fire
and emergency dispatch board, or a paid employee of a fire or ambulance department of a
municipality shall be elected to the joint central fire and emergency dispatch board. At such
election, the election authority of the county shall submit to the qualified voters of the county a
proposal for the board to levy and collect the taxes prescribed in this section, and such tax shall
be conditioned on the replacement of the tax levied in such county by the county under this
section with the new tax levied by the board. A portion of the funds derived from the tax levied
pursuant to this subsection shall be used to reimburse the county for the cost of the election held
inApril, 1996, and any subsequent el ectionsthat are necessary for the operation of theboard and
the board's duties. In addition, if such atax is approved, any funds remaining in the separate
fund kept by the county, as required by subsection 2 of this section, and any property and
equipment purchased with moneysin such separate fund held by the county shall be transferred
to the fund maintained by the board for the same purpose. The board shall abide by section
50.660, RSMo, in the letting of contracts. The board shall be audited by the state auditor
pursuant to section 29.230, RSMo. Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, the board
shall meet as established in the bylaws. Any other meeting may be called by four of the seven
members voting in favor of having an additional meeting.

5. Anyfireprotection district in any county with acharter form of gover nment and
with morethan one hundred ninety-eight thousand but fewer than one hundred ninety-
ninethousand two hundred inhabitantsthat haslevied any tax under thissection and has
levied and imposed any communications tax for central fire and emergency dispatching
services may submit a proposal to the voters of the fire protection district to use the
revenuederived from thetax imposed under thissection for general revenuepurposes. No
revenues derived from any such tax imposed under this section shall be used for any
purpose other than the stated purpose unless and until such proposal to usetherevenue
for general revenue purposes hasbeen submitted to and approved by thevotersof thefire
protection district in the same manner asother proposals are submitted to and approved
by the voters of thefire protection district.

650.399. 1. Theboard of commissionersmay, by amajority vote of itsmembers, request
that the governing body of the county submit to the qualified voters of such county at ageneral,
primary or special election either of the questions contained in subsection 2 of thissection. The
governing body may approve or deny such request. The governing body may also voteto submit
such question without arequest of the board of commissioners. The county election official shall
give lega notice of the election pursuant to chapter 115, RSMo.

2. The questions shall be put in substantially the following form:
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(2) "Shall (name of county) establish an emergency communications system fund to
establish (and/or) maintain an emergency communications system, and for which the county shall
levy atax of (insert exact amount, not to exceed six cents) per each one hundred dollars assessed
valuation therefor, to be paid into the fund for that purpose?"

O YES L NO; or

(2) "Shal (name of county) establish an emergency communications system fund to
establish (and/or) maintain an emergency communi cationssystem, and for which the county shall
levy asalestax of (insert exact amount, not to exceed one-tenth of one percent), to be paid into
the fund for that purpose?"

O YES O NO

3. The election shall be conducted and vote canvassed in the same manner as other
county elections. If themgjority of the qualified voters voting thereon vote in favor of such tax,
then the county shall levy such tax in the specified amount, beginning in the tax year
immediately following itsapproval. Thetax so levied shall be collected along with other county
taxesin the manner provided by law. If the mgority of the qualified voters voting thereon vote
against such tax, then such tax shall not be imposed unless such tax is resubmitted to the voters
and amgjority of the qualified voters voting thereon approve such tax.

4. If a majority of the votes cast on the question by the qualified votersvoting
thereon are in favor of the question authorizing a sales tax, then the tax shall become
effective on the first day of the second calendar quarter after the director of revenue
receives notification of adoption of the local sales tax. Any sales tax levied under this
section shall apply to all retail salesmadewithin the county which are subject to salestax
under chapter 144, except sales of food as defined in section 144.014. If amajority of the
votes cast on the question by the qualified voters voting thereon are opposed to the
guestion authorizing the salestax, then the tax shall not become effective unlessand until
the question isresubmitted under this section to the qualified votersand such question is
approved by amajority of thequalified voter svoting on thequestion, but no question shall
be resubmitted under this section sooner than twelve months from the date of the last
guestion submitted to and opposed by the voter s under this section.

5. Except as modified in this section, all provisions of sections 32.085 and 32.087
shall apply to thetax imposed under this section.

6. All revenue collected under this section by the director of the department of
revenue on behalf of any county, except for one percent for the cost of collection which
shall be deposited in the state's general revenuefund, shall be deposited in a special trust
fund, which is hereby created and shall be known as the " County Emergency
Communications Sales Tax Fund", and shall be used solely for the designated pur poses.
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Moneys in the fund shall not be deemed to be state funds, and shall not be commingled
with any fundsof thestate. Thedirector may makerefundsfrom theamountsin thefund
and credited to the county for erroneous payments and over payments made, and may
redeem dishonored checks and drafts deposited to the credit of such county. Any funds
in the special fund which are not needed for current expendituresshall beinvested in the
same manner as other funds are invested. Any interest and moneys earned on such
investments shall be credited tothefund. Not later than thetenth day of each month, the
director of revenueshall distributeall moneysdeposited in thefund during the preceding
month by distributing the sum duethe county ascertified by thedirector of revenuetothe
county treasurer, or such other officer as may be designated by the county ordinance or
order, of each county imposing the tax authorized by this section.

7. If thetax isrepealed or terminated by any means, all funds remaining in the
special trust fund shall continue to be used solely for the designated purposes, and the
county shall notify the director of the department of revenue of the action at least ninety
daysbeforetheeffectivedateof therepeal and thedirector may order retentioninthetrust
fund, for aperiod of oneyear, of two percent of the amount collected after receipt of such
notice to cover possible refunds or overpayment of the tax and to redeem dishonored
checksand draftsdeposited tothecredit of such accounts. After oneyear haselapsed after
theeffectivedate of abolition of thetax in such county, thedirector shall remit thebalance
in theaccount tothe county and closetheaccount of that county. Thedirector shall notify
each county of each instanceof any amount refunded or any check redeemed from r eceipts
duethe county.
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