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HOUSE BILL NO. 2224

95TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

INTRODUCED BY REPRESENTATIVES LOEHNER (Sponsor), WETER, WRIGHT, FISHER (125),
KUESSNER, SUTHERLAND AND HUGHES (Co-sponsors).

5053L.01l D. ADAM CRUMBLISS, Chief Clerk

AN ACT

To amend chapter 262, RSMo, by adding thereto one new section relating to the Missouri
farmland trust.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Chapter 262, RSMo, is amended by adding thereto one new section, to be
known as section 262.815, to read as follows:

262.815. 1. This section shall be known and may be cited as the "Missouri
Farmland Trust Act". The purpose of this section isto allow individuals and entitiesto
donate, gift, or otherwise convey farmland to the state department of agriculturefor the
purposeof preservingtheland asfarmland and tofurther providebeginningfarmerswith
an opportunity tofarm by allowinglong-term low and variablecost |eases, ther eby making
it affor dablefor thenext gener ation of far mersto continueto producefood, fiber, and fudl.

2. There is hereby created the "Missouri Farmland Trust" which shall be
implemented in a manner to accomplish the following objectives:

(1) Protect and preserve Missouri'sfarmland,;

(2) Link new generations of prospective farmerswith present farmers; and

(3) Promote best practicesin environmental, livestock, and land stewar dship.

3. (1) Thereishereby created within the department of agriculturethe"” Missouri
Farmland Trust Advisory Board" which shall becomprised of fivemember sappointed by
thedirector of thedepartment of agriculture. Member sshall servewithout compensation
but, subject to appropriations, may be reimbursed for actual and necessary expenses.

EXPLANATION — Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill isnot enacted and is intended
to be omitted from the law. Matter in bold-face typein the above bill is proposed language.
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(2) Theboard shall makerecommendationstothedirector on theappropriateuses
of farmland inthetrust, criteriatobeused to select applicantsfor theprogram, and review
and make recommendationsregarding applicationsto lease farmland in the trust.

(3) Membersshall servefive-year terms, with each term beginning July first and
ending June thirtieth; except that, of the members initially appointed two shall be
appointed for aterm of threeyears, two shall be appointed for a term of four years, and
one shall be appointed for aterm of five years. Each member shall serve until hisor her
successor isappointed. Any vacanciesoccurring prior totheexpiration of aterm shall be
filled by appointment for the remainder of such term. No member shall serve morethan
two consecutive terms.

4. Thedepartment of agricultureisauthorized to accept or acquire by purchase,
lease, donation, or agreement any agricultural lands, easements, real and personal
property, or rightsin lands, easements, or real and personal property, including but not
limited to buildings, structures, improvements, equipment, or facilities subject to
preservation and improvement. Such lands shall be properties of the Missouri farmland
trust for purposesof thissection and shall begover ned by the provisionsof thissection and
rules promulgated thereunder.

5. (1) Thereishereby created inthestatetreasury the" Missouri Farmland Trust
Fund", which shall consist of all gifts, bequests, donations, transfers, and moneys
appropriated by the general assembly under this section. The state treasurer shall be
custodian of thefund. In accordance with sections 30.170 and 30.180, the state treasur er
may approvedisbursements. Upon appropriation, money in thefund shall beused for the
administration of thissection and may be used to make paymentsto countiesfor thevalue
of land as payment in lieu of real and personal property taxesfor privately owned land
acquired after the effective date of this section in such amounts as determined by the
department; except that, the amount determined shall not be lessthan thereal property
tax paid at thetime of acquisition. Thedepartment of agriculturemay requireapplicants
who are awarded leases to pay the property taxes owed under this section for such
property.

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of section 33.080 to the contrary, any moneys
remaining in the fund at the end of the biennium shall not revert to the credit of the
general revenue fund.

(3) Thestatetreasurer shall invest moneysin thefund in the samemanner asother
fundsareinvested. Any interest and moneysear ned on such investmentsshall becredited
to thefund.
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6. The department of agriculture is authorized to accept all moneys,
appropriations, gifts, bequests, donations, or other contributions of moneysor other real
or personal property to be expended or used for any of the purposes of this section. The
department may improve, maintain, operate, and regulate any such lands, easements, or
real or personal property to promote agricultureand the general welfareusing moneysin
the fund. Property acquired by the department under this section shall be used for
agricultural purposes. Thedirector shall establish by ruleguidelinesfor leasing farmland
to thetrust to beginning farmersfor a period not to exceed twenty years. All property
acquired by the department under this section shall be farmed and maintained using the
best environmental, conservation, and stewardship practices as outlined by the
department. The department may charge an administrative fee for lease application
processing under this section.

7. Thedepartment, in consultation with the Missouri farmland advisory board,
shall promulgaterulestoimplement theprovisionsof thissection, including but not limited
torequirementsfor lessees, selection processfor grantingleases, and thetermsof thelease,
includingrequirementsfor applicants, renewal process, requirementsfor themaintenance
of real and personal property by the lessee, and conditionsfor thetermination of leases.

8. Any ruleor portion of arule, asthat term isdefined in section 536.010, that is
created under the authority delegated in this section shall become effective only if it
complies with and is subject to all of the provisions of chapter 536 and, if applicable,
section 536.028. This section and chapter 536 are nonsever able and if any of the powers
vested with the general assembly pursuant to chapter 536 to review, to delay the effective
date, or to disapprove and annul arule are subsequently held unconstitutional, then the
grant of rulemaking authority and any rule proposed or adopted after August 28, 2010,
shall beinvalid and void.
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