HCS HB 1801 —-- RAPID RESPONSE TO STATE DISASTERS
SPONSOR: White

COMMITTEE ACTION: Voted "Do Pass" by the Special Standing
Committee on Small Business by a vote of 21 to O.

This bill establishes the Facilitating Business Rapid Response to
State Declared Disasters Act to exempt an out-of-state business and
its employees from Missouri withholding, income, and use tax, and
employment, licensing, and registration requirements for a period
of 60 days after the President or Governor declares a state of
emergency or major disaster i1if the business has no registrations,
tax filings, or nexus in the state before the declared disaster or
emergency. However, a prior registration as an out-of-state
business for a declared disaster or emergency is allowed. The
out-of-state business must provide assistance in repairing,
renovating, installing, or building infrastructure related to the
declared disaster or emergency and register with the Secretary of
State within ten days of entering the state. The Secretary of
State will provide the registration information to the Department
of Revenue within 30 days after receipt of notification. 1If the
business stays in the state after 60 days, it must meet all tax,
registration, licensing, and filing requirements resulting from
having nexus with the state.

PROPONENTS: Supporters say that the bill was recommended by the
Department of Revenue to reduce tax and registration requirements
to get out-of-state workers into a disaster zone in the state to
provide immediate assistance with utilities, gas, cable, and
telecommunications.

Testifying for the bill were Representative White; Department of
Revenue; AT&T; Missouri Cable Telecommunications Association;
Missouri Telecommunications Industry Association; and Missouri
Energy Development Association.

OPPONENTS: There was no opposition voiced to the committee.



