
HB 126 -- FETAL HEARTBEAT DETECTION

SPONSOR: Schroer

COMMITTEE ACTION: Voted "Do Pass" by the Standing Committee on
Children and Families by a vote of 9 to 4. Voted "Do Pass" by the
Standing Committee on Rules- Administrative Oversight by a vote of
6 to 3.

This bill specifies that a physician shall not perform or induce an
abortion on a pregnant woman without first performing a fetal
heartbeat detection test. Except in cases of medical emergency, a
physician shall not perform or induce an abortion if a fetal
heartbeat is detected and shall inform the woman, in writing, that
such abortion cannot be performed or induced.

If a fetal heartbeat is not detected, an abortion may be performed
or induced, in accordance with applicable law, so long as the
abortion is performed or induced within 96 hours of the fetal
heartbeat detection test. If more than 96 hours has passed since
the fetal heartbeat detection test, the physician shall perform a
new test prior to an abortion.

The physician shall record the estimated gestational age of the
unborn child as well as the time, date, method, and results of the
fetal heartbeat detection test in the woman's medical record and in
the abortion report submitted to the Department of Health and
Senior Services.

Any physician who fails to perform a fetal heartbeat detection test
prior to the performance or inducement of an abortion shall be
subject to having his or her medical license rejected, revoked, or
suspended for six months and shall pay a $1,000 fine. Any
physician who performs or induces an abortion following the
detection of a fetal heartbeat shall have his or her license
revoked and any future license application denied.

Any woman upon whom an abortion is performed or induced in
violation of these provisions shall not be prosecuted for a
conspiracy to violate these provisions.

This bill is the same as SB 714 (2018).

PROPONENTS: Supporters say that this bill is necessary to save
unborn children and protect women from making choices that they can
regret for their entire lives.

Testifying for the bill were Representative Schroer; Jennifer
Coulter; Noreen McCann; Campaign Life Missouri; Sherry Kuttenkuler;



Macie Lung; Brielle Rios; Jonathan Makill; Missouri Right To Life;
Zina Hackworth; Bonnie Lee; Joanne Schrader; and Stephanie
Jacobson.

OPPONENTS: Those who oppose the bill say that prohibiting abortion
at heartbeat detection limits the ability of women to exercise
choice since many are not aware they are pregnant that early, are
not able to get to an abortion clinic so soon, and most fetal
abnormalities are not detectable until later in pregnancy.

Testifying against the bill were Jennifer Box; Erin King; Wayne
Lee; American Civil Liberties Union-Missouri; and the Planned
Parenthood Advocates in Missouri.


