
HB 192 -- PAYMENT OF FINES

SPONSOR: DeGroot

Currently, associate circuit judges have the ability to commute
fines and costs against defendants who are unable to pay when the
defendant requests to be imprisoned in the county jail. The fine
shall be credited at the rate of $10 for each day's imprisonment
This bill repeals that language.

The bill also repeals language that allows the court, upon a motion
by the prosecuting attorney or by its own motion, to require a
defendant to show cause as to why he or she should not be
imprisoned for failure to pay and allows the court to imprison such
defendant, if no good cause is shown, for various lengths depending
on whether the offense was a misdemeanor or a felony.

Instead, when a defendant fails to pay a fine or an installment,
the fine or installment may be collected by any means authorized
for the enforcement of money judgments.


