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FISCAL NOTE

L.R. No.: 1206H.02C 
Bill No.: HCS for HB 900  
Subject: Civil Procedure; Liability; Courts 
Type: Original  
Date: April 19, 2021

Bill Summary: This proposal creates provisions relating to strategic lawsuits against public 
participation. 

FISCAL SUMMARY

ESTIMATED NET EFFECT ON GENERAL REVENUE FUND
FUND AFFECTED FY 2022 FY 2023 FY 2024

Total Estimated Net 
Effect on General 
Revenue $0 $0 $0

ESTIMATED NET EFFECT ON OTHER STATE FUNDS
FUND AFFECTED FY 2022 FY 2023 FY 2024

Total Estimated Net 
Effect on Other State 
Funds $0 $0 $0

Numbers within parentheses: () indicate costs or losses.
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ESTIMATED NET EFFECT ON FEDERAL FUNDS
FUND AFFECTED FY 2022 FY 2023 FY 2024

Total Estimated Net 
Effect on All Federal 
Funds $0 $0 $0

ESTIMATED NET EFFECT ON FULL TIME EQUIVALENT (FTE)
FUND AFFECTED FY 2022 FY 2023 FY 2024

Total Estimated Net 
Effect on FTE 0 0 0

☐ Estimated Net Effect (expenditures or reduced revenues) expected to exceed $250,000 in any  
     of the three fiscal years after implementation of the act or at full implementation of the act.

☐ Estimated Net Effect (savings or increased revenues) expected to exceed $250,000 in any of
     the three fiscal years after implementation of the act or at full implementation of the act.

ESTIMATED NET EFFECT ON LOCAL FUNDS
FUND AFFECTED FY 2022 FY 2023 FY 2024

Local Government $0 $0 $0
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FISCAL ANALYSIS

ASSUMPTION

Officials from the Missouri Office of Prosecution Services and Department of Labor and 
Industrial Relations each assume the proposal will have no fiscal impact on their respective 
organizations. Oversight does not have any information to the contrary. Therefore, Oversight 
will reflect a zero impact in the fiscal note for these agencies.  

In response to a previous version, officials from the Office of the State Courts Administrator, 
the Attorney General’s Office and the Office of the State Public Defender each assumed the 
proposal will have no fiscal impact on their respective organizations. Oversight does not have 
any information to the contrary. Therefore, Oversight will reflect a zero impact in the fiscal note.  

FISCAL IMPACT – 
State Government

FY 2022
(10 Mo.)

FY 2023 FY 2024

$0 $0 $0

FISCAL IMPACT – 
Local Government

FY 2022
(10 Mo.)

FY 2023 FY 2024

$0 $0 $0

FISCAL IMPACT – Small Business

There could be a direct fiscal impact to small businesses if they are a defendant or counter-
defendant in any cases involving First Amendment rights as a result of this proposal.

FISCAL DESCRIPTION

This bill relates to strategic lawsuits against public participation (SLAPP). The bill specifies that 
all laws in Missouri must be construed to afford qualified immunity from suit and liability for 
any defendant or counter-defendant in any action that impacts the defendant's or counter-
defendant's First Amendment rights, and the bill provides procedures for defending against such 
suits. If a person successfully defends against a SLAPP lawsuit, the person may bring a SLAPP-
back claim to recover any damages, costs, and fees the trial court failed to grant. Such damages, 
fees, and costs include statutory damages of at least $10,000, compensatory damages, and 
additional damages to the plaintiff in an amount calculated to deter the SLAPP plaintiff from 
bringing future SLAPP lawsuits, and attorneys' fees and costs.
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This legislation is not federally mandated, would not duplicate any other program and would not 
require additional capital improvements or rental space.
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