
HJR 60 -- JUDGES

SPONSOR: Hill

This resolution specifies that judges of the Missouri Supreme Court
and the Court of Appeals will be selected for terms of 16 years and
will be limited to serving one term. The resolution also prohibits
judges from directly or indirectly accepting any gift of any
tangible or intangible item, service, or thing of value from any
paid lobbyist or lobbyist principal. This resolution does not
prohibit judges from accepting campaign contributions or from
receiving gifts, family support, or anything of value from those
related to the judges within the 4th degree of consanguinity or
affinity. The resolution also provides that when there is a
vacancy in the office of judge of the Missouri Supreme Court or
Court of Appeals, the Governor's appointment will require the
advice and consent of the Senate.

Currently, "The Appellate Judicial Commission", the nonpartisan
judicial commission that nominates candidates for appointment by
the Governor to the circuit court or associate circuit court,
includes, among others, an attorney elected by the members of the
Missouri Bar and a non-attorney citizen appointed by the Governor.
This resolution modifies the provision to specify that, instead,
the Speaker of the House of Representatives will select two
members, one attorney in good standing and one non-attorney
citizen, both of whom reside in the jurisdiction of the Western
District Court of Appeals. The President Pro Tem of the Senate will
select two members, one attorney in good standing and one non-
attorney citizen, both of whom reside in the jurisdiction of the
Eastern District Court of Appeals. The Governor will select two
members, one attorney in good standing and one non-attorney
citizen, both of whom reside in the jurisdiction of the Southern
District Court of Appeals.

Currently, the "Circuit Judicial Commission" for each circuit
includes five members, two of whom are attorneys elected by members
of the Missouri Bar and two of whom are non-attorney citizens who
reside in the circuit and who are appointed by the Governor. This
resolution modifies the provision to specify that, instead, the
Speaker of the House of Representatives and the President Pro Tem
of the Senate will each select one member who is an attorney in
good standing and who resides in the judicial circuit, and the
Governor will appoint two non-attorney citizens who reside in the
judicial circuit.

The provisions of this resolution are meant to amend the Missouri
Constitution and shall take effect if approved by a majority of
eligible voters in the state.


