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I am in Suppoprt of this Bill. This Bill makes sense and protectes the Youth in Seeking Support and
Needed Services away from their home.
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BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME: TITLE:

SYNERGY SERVICES, INC. DIRECTOR OF ADVOCACY
AND PREVENTION

ADDRESS:

400 E 6TH STREET
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Synergy Services, Inc is in full support of HB 1276. Synergy operates a crisis shelter for homeless and
unaccompanied youth and also provides multiple supportive outreach services for youth in the Kansas
City community. It is imperative that we eliminate barriers for youth seeking support, shelter, and
services in order to meet their basic needs. We work hard to encourage help seeking behaviors in
vulnerable youth and this modification to reporting requirements creates a positive avenue for our staff
to work with vulnerable and unaccompanied minors who are seeking safety and shelter. Youth shelters
in Missouri work directly with local school district Homeless Liaisons and Coordinators as well as
other multidisciplinary community partners, including Children's Division, to ensure that
unaccompanied youth are safe, supported, and receiving all of the necessary services and
interventions. There is nothing in the bill that eliminates the requirement of Mandated Reporters to
report child abuse/neglect information if and when it is disclosed, discovered, or suspected. We
respectfully request your careful consideration and vote in favor of HB 1276.
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Chairwoman Coleman and Members of the Committee:The Missouri Psychological Association wishes
to express our support for HB 1276 which modifies mandated reporting for unaccompanied and
homeless youth. The United States Interagency Council on Homelessness estimates over 4,000
unaccompanied homeless students in the state of Missouri with over 600 of those students going
unsheltered at night. Members of racial and sexual minorities, and those who become pregnant, are at
an increased risk of being homeless. Homeless youth report a variety of barriers and challenges to
obtaining services, including fear of law enforcement and social service agencies. We recognize that
eliminating the mandatory reporting of unaccompanied and homeless youth may increase these
individuals’ utilization of services. This bill provides additional protection to providers willing to serve
unaccompanied and homeless youth who access services that could ultimately lift them out of
homelessness. Furthermore, access to these services could decrease exposure to further traumatic
experiences, such as physical abuse and sexual assault, and improve medical care and long-term
health outcomes. We support the protection of these providers who provide these vital services to
Missouri’s unaccompanied and homeless youth.



