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I am in Support of this Bill. No Discrimination shall ever take place in our State.
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House Elementary and Secondary EducationChairman BasyeHB 1314March 9, 2021Dear Honorable
Committee Members,Thank you for allowing me to present testimony today. On behalf of the American
Civil Liberties Union of Missouri and our approximately 15,000 supporters statewide, I would like to
express our strong support for HB 1314. HB 1314 contains legislation inspired by the widely known
CROWN Act, an act to prevent racial discrimination based on hair.There has been a long history of
racial discrimination in this country and state. If passed, the CROWN Act, makes it clear that
discrimination based on natural or protective hairstyles associated with people of African descent is a
prohibited form of racial discrimination in employment and housing opportunities. Discrimination
based on hair is widespread and harmful. This act makes it clear that discrimination based on natural
or protective hairstyles associated with people of African descent is a prohibited form of racial
discrimination in educational institutions. No one—least of which, our children—should be harassed,
punished, or discriminated against based on natural hairstyles that are a part of their cultural heritage.
Take into consideration the experience of Deandre Arnold, a high school student from Texas. After
attending the same high school without issue for years, Deandre was told during his senior year that
he must cut his hair in order to attend his senior prom or walk across the stage at graduation. After
refusing, he received in-school suspensions for violating the school’s blatantly discriminatory hair
policy. Slated to graduate in May, Deandre is still banned from prom and his graduation ceremony at
this time.Or Andrew Johnson, a high school wrestler from New Jersey, who was forced to cut his
dreadlocks during a match when told his hair was not compliant with regulations. He went on to
compete after having his hair cut directly on the mats in Plainview of all competitors and spectators
present. The video of this incident went viral with the ensuing outrage highlighting the need for
change. Stories such as these are not uncommon for students who wear their hair styled in afros,
braids, locks, twists, and naturally as it grows out of their head. Bills like the CROWN Act look to
ensure students no longer have to endure this type of humiliation and shame for expressing
themselves through their natural hair and texture.HB 1314 looks to ensure no one has to endure this
type of humiliation and shame for expressing themselves through their natural hair and texture. ACLU
of Missouri supports and stands in solidarity with those impacted by this type of discrimination. To
prevent these stories from happening, it is necessary to prohibit this type of racially-based
discrimination and provide legal protections for all Missouri students impacted. We strongly urge you
to support HB 1314.Sincerely,Mo Del VillarPolicy Associate ACLU of Missouri
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This bill modifies the definition of "race" for the purposes of the MHRA in chapter 213. This will create
a protected class for hairstyles in employment law. If these references were removed from the bill, we
would have no opposition, but as drafted, we must oppose.


