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My name is Mark Fohey | am a Business Representative for Plumbers and Pipefitters local 562 | am in
support of what | would consider the Cleanest base load power that being Nuclear power. | believe it is
very reliable and | believe it is cost effective in the long run.
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On behalf of city utilities of Springfield i support this legislation.




MISSOURI HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WITNESS APPEARANCE FORM

BILL NUMBER: DATE:

HB 261 2/24/2021
COMMITTEE:

Utilities

TESTIFYING: [IINSUPPORT OF []IN OPPOSITION TO [ JFOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES

WITNESS NAME

INDIVIDUAL:
WITNESS NAME: PHONE NUMBER:
RON BOYER
BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME: TITLE:
ADDRESS:
CITY: STATE: ZIP:
EMAIL; ATTENDANCE: SUBMIT DATE:
ronald.boyer1947@gmail.com In-Person 2/21/2021 7:59 PM

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.

| have no formal statement.
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I am Opposition to this Bill. This puts more money in the pocket of the Utility and passes more
expenses onto the Customer.
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ENVIRONMENT MISSOURI DIRECTOR

ADDRESS:

31 W. 31ST ST.
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Chairman Kidd and Members of the Committee, On behalf of Environment Missouri’s members across
the state, | urge you to vote no on HB 261. The economic and environmental impacts that are attached
to this bill are not in the best interest of Missourians. As we have seen by the support of Missouri
voters in 1976 with the passage of Proposition 1, Missouri voters do not want to be saddled with the
economic burden of construction on new electrical projects, this includes nuclear power plants. As a
citizen-based environmental advocacy group, Environment Missouri urges the committee to vote no on
HB 261, because the cost, technology, and benefits to the environment are not to the point that the
nuclear power industry would like us to believe. We know that in order to have a safe, healthy, and
sustainable future in Missouri, we must reduce our greenhouse gas emissions. The nuclear power
industry likes to paint a picture that nuclear power is a zero-emissions form of energy, touting it as a
“clean” source of energy. However, construction of a nuclear power plant causes large amounts of
greenhouse gas emissions, through use of fossil fuels for uranium mining, manufacturing of
construction materials, and decommissioning plants after the end of their life cycle. Construction of a
new nuclear power plant will only extend our fight against climate change. We continue to argue for
Missouri to invest in clean, renewable energy to curb the worst effects of climate change. Nuclear
power is not a renewable energy source, nor can the radioactive materials be considered a clean
source of energy. The mining process of Uranium itself is damaging our planet. In the pursuit of a finite
physical resource, the process continues to contaminate our air and water. The effects of uranium
mining on workers have been studied by the U.S. Public Health Services since 1950. The findings
clearly show that workers’ exposure to radon gas (a natural decompositional byproduct of uranium
decay) is a leading cause of lung cancer. If the initial step of construction on a new nuclear power plant
is leading to lung cancer, how can we consider this form of energy “clean?”With regards to radioactive
waste generated through energy production, we do not have the technology to safely store this waste.
The radioactive waste from spent nuclear fuel can stay on the planet for thousands of years, so we do
not know or understand the underlying effects on the environment and our health. The dangers
surrounding construction of nuclear power plants have been well documented. This bill will only allow
these dangers in Missourians’ backyards and ask them to front the bill if this bill is passed.There are
no economic benefits to this bill. Nuclear plants have continuously proven to be more expensive and
time-consuming than projected, as we have seen with the South Carolina V.C. Summer Nuclear Project.
Nuclear energy is very expensive in the form of limited liability in the event of an accident and the
eventual costs of decommissioning plants at the end of their useful life. Without these taxpayer and
ratepayer subsidies, nuclear would be even less economically viable. This bill is attempting to place all
economic burden on the ratepayer. There is a better solution to our energy issues and that is
renewable energy, which is more cost effective and doesn’t risk the health and safety of Missourians.



Renewable energy is a better option and Missouri’s government should promote safer, more cost
effective investments. We respectfully urge the committee to vote no on HB 261. Thank you Chairman
Kidd and members of the committee. Sincerely, Bridget SandersonDirectorEnvironment Missouri
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The Sierra Club Missouri Chapter Opposes HB 261. Missouri's two largest investor-owned utilities have
no plans to build a nuclear reactor. Ameren's Integrated Resource Plan that was released in Sept. 2020
does not prioritize new nuclear. Evergy's Sustainability Transformation Plan doesn't prioritize new
nuclear. There's no real need for this bill because nuclear is not in the mix for new supply side
generation for the utilities for which this bill is applicable. CWIP is not needed for renewable energy.
Ameren recently purchased 700MW worth of wind without CWIP. Including the wind acquisition,
Ameren will invest approximately $4.5 billion on 3,100MW of wind and solar by 2030 without any
regulatory changes. CWIP has been a failure for ratepayers in South Carolina & Georgia. Customers in
South Carolina will only receive $520 million of the $9 billion they spent on a failed nuclear project plus
a four-year rate freeze thanks to a class action lawsuit. Announced in 2008, the Vogtle nuclear reactor
project in Georgia was estimated to cost $14.3 billion and be completed in 2017. The project is now
more than five years behind schedule and more than $10 billion over budget, with the potential for
more cost overruns and construction delays. The Georgia project relies on $12 billion taxpayer backed
federal loan guarantees from the DOE. Georgia Power will likely request to add roughly $8.1 billion to
its rate base—or about 83% more than the $4.4 billion assumed at the time of certification.Small
modular reactors (SMRs) will not be commercially viable for at least a decade. It would require blinders
to the Nuclear Energy Institute’s recent history of broken promises and terrible predictions about costs
during the “nuclear renaissance.” Lawmakers should take a wait-and-see approach given the current
perils of building AP1000s compared to previous NEI promises. There is no need to rush into CWIP for
SMRs that are unproven and have yet to be certified by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission. Monopoly
utility customers should not have to turn over their hard-earned money to a publicly traded utility so it
can build a nuclear reactor that is too risky for Wall Street bankers. CWIP socializes the risk and
privatizes profits for utility shareholders. There’s no good reason to pass this bill right now. More
complete testimony against is being sent to all members of the committee.
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It is unfair to bill customers for construction costs until the plant is operating and producing power.
Many nuclear plants have been cancelled before construction was complete due to cost overruns.
Current utility customers will never receive the electricity if they move away or die before the plant is
completed. CWIP policy also shifts much of the risk of building a nuclear plant from shareholders to
utility customers who have no voice in the decision. Even if the plant is cancelled, customers will have
to pay all the accumulated costs deemed prudent by the Public Service Commission. Renewable
energy facilities do not require CWIP policy for financing because they are generally considered a
relatively safe investment.
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