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Testimony from the Missouri Prairie Foundation, a 501(c)(3), nonprofit organization in support of HB
369 - PRESCRIBED BURNING ACT- HB 369 seeks to formally define the liability standards that
landowners must meet when using prescribed fire on their property. * Missouri is one of only five
states that does not have a prescribed burning statute. Defining liability in prescribed fire legislation is
not removing liability. Defining liability will enable insurance companies to offer policies providing
protection to prescribed fire practitioners.» Many managers of private lands are exposed to
unnecessary risk every time they use prescribed fire because there is currently no legislation in place
that legally defines their liability. While some landowners conduct their own prescribed burns, others
must depend on professionals to safely complete prescribed burns. However, insurance for
contractors is often either unattainable or uneconomical because liability for prescribed fire is not
defined. There are many benefits of carefully planned prescribed fire to wild landscapes, wildlife
habitat, habitat management businesses, and agricultural landowners. Passage of this legislation will
be good for Missouri.
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The Missouri River Bird Observatory, which represents over 800 constituents throughout the state, is
very supportive of HB369. Missouri's private landowners engage in beneficial land management
practices and are continually shown to be knowledgeable, responsible, and proactive in their
management. Prescribed fire is an ecologically sound management tool that benefits both native
wildlife and people that are managing their land for livestock production, hunting, outdoor recreation
and/or other uses. This legislation will provide landowners with the ability to obtain reasonable
insurance coverage for their prescribed burn activities.
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Prescribed burns are an much used and much needed tool on our land. We use it to remove old, dead
growth and control brush, especially cedar trees, from our cattle pastures - much like the wildfires
would have once cleared the native grasslands for the bison. We also use fire to improve habitat for
many glade, savanna, and grassland birds, pollinators, and wildlife. Liability is always a concern when
using prescribed burns. Please take action to help this issue. Thanks!
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Representative Taylor and Committee members thanks for the opportunity to support House Bill 369.
My name is Gary VanDeVelde | an a retired Natural Resource Conservationist and a Conservation
Federation member. .Having written and participated in prescribed burns | have seen the value of
prescribed burning. Plants, and animals all benefit when prescribe burning is used properly. Liability
concerns are always present with any burning but should be small with proper professional planning

and application. .
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I am writing in support of HB 369, the Prescribed Burning Act. Prescribed fire is a valuable tool for
Missouri's private landowners, whether used for agricultural purposes, forest management or wildlife
habitat enhancement. With proper planning and preparation, it is a safe practice that provides results
that cannot be achieved with other management practices.
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Missouri is only one of five states that does not have a state statute that defines liability as it relates to
prescribed burning. The lack of a state statute creates a barrier to landowners and prescribed burn
practitioners by limiting or restricting access to insurance coverage for prescribed burning. This
legislation defines liability for prescribed burning which will assist in removing this barrier and provide
insurance companies the opportunity to offer insurance coverage for prescribed burning.This
legislation does NOT remove liability as it relates to prescribed burning. This legislation does set a
negligence standard. Negligence is defined as failure to use such care as a reasonable, prudent and
careful person would use under similar circumstances.In Missouri prescribed burning is underused as
a private land management tool. Prescribed burning is one of the most effective and economic tools
available to manage vegetation at a landscape scale, help prevent wildfires, enhance agricultural land,
restore native plant communities, and improve forest health and wildlife habitat.
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The National Wild Turkey Federation is in favor of SB301. Missouri is a private land dominated state.
Many private landowners throughout Missouri own their land for recreational purposes. In many cases,
the wildlife species that these landowners are managing for prefer early successional habitats and the
most effective management tool to restore and maintain these habitats is prescribed fire. Currently,
private landowners and/or prescribed fire practitioners wishing to use this tool either put themselves at
high risk or cannot get affordable insurance coverage to mitigate the risk because Missouri has no
legal definition of liability. This bill would help alleviate this situation
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Representatives,l am a life-long Missourian and rural landowner. | appreciate being allowed to
testifying in support of HB369 and urge committee members to vote in favor of this important
legislation.As | understand it, this bill defines liability and establishes a negligence standard
associated with the use of prescribed fire as cost-effective land management tool. Adoption of this
legislation will allow private landowners and land-management companies to purchase insurance
policies that protect responsible users of fire on private property. Nine out of ten states in the country,
including all eight states surrounding Missouri, have laws that help protect folks who use controlled
burning in a safe manner. Missouri’s farmers and landowners deserve this same protection. Thank you
for your time and attention.Respectfully,Mark Zurbrick
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Prescribed fire is a critical tool in managing land for Missouri's unique flora and fauna. Burroughs
Audubon Society supports this protection for private land managers allowing them to properly manage
their land to promote wildlife and native plant species, making the state better for people and
wildlife.Burroughs Audubon Society of Greater Kansas City consists of almost 2,000 members in the
greater Kansas City Area. Our mission is to promote the appreciation of birds, nature, natural history,
education, and the conservation of habitat
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Chair Pollitt and Members of the Missouri House Committee on Rural Community Development,The
Sierra Club Missouri Chapter supports House Bill 369.The Sierra Club supports responsible use of
prescribed burning as part of ecologically sustainable land management practices.Unlike most states
in our country, Missouri does not presently have a statute defining liability for prescribed burnings.
This lack of clarity makes it more difficult for private landowners to responsibly utilize prescribed fires.
The passage of House Bill 369 would rectify that problem.
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The Sierra Club Missouri Chapter supports House Bill 369.The Sierra Club supports responsible use of
prescribed burning as part of ecologically sustainable land management practices.Unlike most states
in our country, Missouri does not presently have a statute defining liability for prescribed burnings.
This lack of clarity makes it more difficult for private landowners to responsibly utilize prescribed fires.
The passage of House Bill 369 would rectify that problem.
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Missouri Native Seed LLC is a small on the farm producer of source identified native grass seed. We
work with landowners on a share basis to plant, harvest ,clean and market native grass seed to retail
markets. Native grass must be burned annually to produce production quantities of seed. This bill if
passed would help reduce our liability insurance and ease landowner concern for liability.
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Prescribed fire is one of the most effective and economic tools available to manage vegetation at a
landscape scale, help prevent wildfires, enhance agricultural land, restore native plant communities,
and improve forest health and wildlife habitat. Public land managers have historically utilized, and
continue to effectively and responsibly utilize, prescribed fire because they are protected from liability
under state or federal jurisdictions. However, Missouri is 93% privately owned, and due to barriers
created by undefined liability, prescribed fire is underused as a private land management tool.
Prescribed fire legislation which defines liability will increase the responsible use of prescribed fire in
Missouri and create a pathway for private landowners to achieve their land management goals. Please
support this legislation for the health of Missouri's prairies, glades, and forests - and for the wildlife
that depend on them, and the people who enjoy them.
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As a natural resource restoration business, our goal is to restore natural communities. Prescribed fire
is the single biggest tool we have to improving and sustaining those communities. Our staff
collectively has over 50 years' experience doing prescribed burning and completed numerous trainings
and implemented safety protocols to assure the safety of our employees and minimize risks when
completing prescribed fires.Due to a lack of legislature and misunderstanding by insurance companies
about the real risks and measures established to minimize those risks, we have either been denied
coverage or offered coverage at unrealistic rates. Our annual insurance rates often exceed the annual
revenue prescribed burning brings to our company. We have never had an injury during a prescribed
fire, filed any sort of claim for damages and yet we continue to struggle to find an insurance carrier that
will allow us to continue prescribed burning as part of our business. Our insurance coverage is
routinely dropped during our annual renewal process as insurance companies struggle to assess the
real risk of prescribed burning. It remains a constant battle to explain prescribed fire to our insurance
carriers and obtain a policy that will provide any sort of coverage even at the highest of rates. As a
natural resource restoration company, the use of prescribed fire cannot be understated. Prescribed
fire can accomplish positive resource benefits that cannot be obtained by any other method at any
costs. Alternatives include increased usage of chemicals to suppress non-native plants that often out
compete and supplant native vegetation. The historic prevention of fire has caused such an increase
in non-native vegetation that many of our natural flora and fauna communities are threatened. As
educated natural resource stewards, Habitat Architects is strongly in support of this long-needed
legislation. We firmly believe the Prescribed Burning Act will provide both commercial and private land
managers with the most important tool we have to maintain and improve natural communities within
our state. Thank you
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Representative Brad Pollitt, ChairRepresentative Greg Sharpe, Vice ChairRural Community
Development CommitteeFrom: Steve Jones — Sullivan Date: Thursday February 11,
2021Subject: Support for HB 369, the Prescribed Burning Act.l am the Conservation Editor of Outdoor
Guide Magazine, a member of the Missouri Outdoor Communicators, and an active life member of the
Conservation Federation of Missouri. But today | submit this testimony representing only myself, as a
landowner (400 acres in Randolph County and 73 acres in Franklin county).l have in the past
conducted prescribed burns on my property, but in recent years have abandoned the practice due to
liability concerns. The habitat on my land has suffered, and the fuel load available to potential wildfire
has increased.Prescribed burning is a powerful and productive tool for land management, both for
agricultural interests and for wild flora and fauna.But it also provides for orderly management of the
natural fuel load on the land, a key factor reducing the frequency and severity of wildfires - which are
the predictable result of a sustained policy of fire suppression. Just last year many Western states
learned sharp lessons about the inevitable result of not managing the fuel load.Missouri is the only
state west of New England with no statutory definition of liability standards for prescribed burning on
private lands. This Act would bring Missouri into sync with established, proven beneficial public policy
across the nation.The current lack of policy has two significant effects. It discourages the use of
prescribed burning, and when such burns are conducted it tends to reduce the use of trained, certified
professionals to plan and execute them.l know there are those who will testify that the Act poses
unacceptable risks to their interests, and that an amendment may be offered to carve-out fires
conducted on lands that include a power line easements. This would diminish the beneficial impact of
the Act. | ask that you consider what about those interests is so different from nearly every other state
in the nation which have demonstrated that this is sound public policy. And that you compare the risks
of planned "cool" fires of limited scope vs that of surprise "hot" fires of unpredictable scope.l urge the
committee to pass HB 369. Thank you for this opportunity to testify.
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The lack of such a law is making it more difficult for prescribed burning to be used as a management
tool in Missouri. We should define liability to allow professionals and landowners to use prescribed
burning on Missouri lands that need this management tool. The wildfires out west in recent years
indicate problems that can occur when land management is not being done. As a botanist and former
employee of the MO Dept. of Conservation, | have participated in many prescribed burns and can attest
to the value of fire in managing Missouri landscapes.
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