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I am inm Support of this Bill with the necessary In-Depth Training by the Pharmachist
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Missouri House General Laws CommitteeFebruary 22, 2021House Bill 370, Allows a pharmacist to
dispense medication for HIV pre-exposure prophylaxis and HIV post-exposure prophylaxis without a
prescription provided that the pharmacist has completed a training programGood morning Chairman
Trent, Representative Christofanelli, and distinguished members of the Committee.  Thank you for the
opportunity to present testimony regarding Missouri House Bill No. 370, which authorizes pharmacists
to dispense medications for HIV pre-exposure and post-exposure prophylaxis.I am Ernie-Paul Barrette,
a licensed physician in Missouri. I have been providing care for patients with HIV infection and AIDS for
over 30 years.  I am currently the Medical Director of the HIV Clinic at the Washington University
School of Medicine which cares for over 2,000 patients with HIV.  This clinic receives federal funding
through the Ryan White Grants to provide care for uninsured patients.The past administration of
president Trump proposed and funded a new initiative in the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS) called Ending the HIV Epidemic:  A Plan for America (EHE).  This initiative has a goal of
reducing new HIV infections in the U.S. by 90% by 2030.  One of the four key components of the
initiative is to expand access to interventions that have been scientifically proven to decrease HIV
transmission.  The HHS plan specifically names pre-exposure prophylaxis (PreP) and syringe services
program.The EHE has targeted 48 counties that account for more than 50% of new HIV diagnosis.  In
addition the EHE has targeted 7 states that have substantial rural burden, defined as >75 new cases
with more than 10% in rural areas.  Missouri was named as one of these 7 targeted states due to the
burden of new HIV diagnosis in rural areas.HIV pre-exposure prophylaxis is well established medical
care.  There are two FDA approved once a day medications that will dramatically reduce the rate of new
HIV infection in those taking these medications.  These medications are well tolerated with minimal
side effects and a very low risk of serious complications.One barrier to providing HIV pre-exposure and
post-exposure prophylaxis has been the lack of physicians who now provide these medications.  There
continue to be efforts to expand the pool of physicians and non-physician providers who offer PreP.
Still access to PreP is a concerning and significant barrier.  This is especially true in rural regions of
Missouri.Authorizing pharmacists after appropriate training to provide HIV pre-exposure and post-
exposure prophylaxis would increase access to these vital services particularly in rural regions of the
state.  This would assist the HHS Ending the HIV Epidemic’s goal of decreasing new HIV infections.

 The State of Missouri is encouraged to enact HB 370 and to expeditiously establish
training so access to HIV prevention medications from pharmacist will be available.Statement of: Ernie-
Paul Barrette, MD, FIDSA, FACP                                                                                Medical Director, HIV
and Virology Clinic                                                                                                                    Professor of
Medicine                                                                                                            Division of Infectious Diseases
Department of Internal Medicine                                                                                     Washington
University School of Medicine                                                                                         4523 Clayton Ave,



Campus Box 8051                                                                                                        St. Louis, MO  63110
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Monday, February 22, 2021To: House General LawsFrom: M’Evie MeadPlanned
Parenthood Advocates in Missouri mevie.mead@ppmissouri.org Testimony in support of HB
370Due to the health risks associated with COVID-19, Planned Parenthood Advocates staff are unable
to testify in person at this time. Please accept our written testimony in support of HB 370.HB 370 allows
pharmacists to prescribe and dispense PrEP and PEP, FDA-approved ways to help people prevent the
spread of HIV. PrEP (pre-exposure prophylaxis) is a daily pill that can lower your chances of getting
HIV from sex by more than 90%. PEP (post-exposure prophylaxis) is a series of pills that reduces your
chance of getting HIV after you've been exposed to it.Most insurance plans, including Medicaid, cover
PrEP (pre-exposure prophylaxis), an FDA-approved way for people to help prevent HIV infection, yet
it’s still not widely accessible. Planned Parenthood Advocates in Missouri supports HB 370 as it will
help make PrEP and PEP more accessible to Missourians.
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For the last three years, Empower Missouri has been home to the Missouri HIV Justice Coalition. This
coalition is led by People Living with HIV (PLHIV), their service providers, and their allies and works to
improve public policies that impact PLHIV and those at risk, including ending the criminalization of HIV.
Ultimately the group envisions a world where PLHIV will achieve full equality, civil rights, legal
protections, and excellent healthcare in a culture free of stigma. Everyone will have unfettered access
to testing and treatment with their basic needs met.HB 370 brings us one step closer to the goal of
unfettered access to treatment.  Over the last 30 years, we have made impressive advancements in
both treating and preventing the spread of HIV. However, with over 400 new HIV infections each year in
Missouri, we have been categorized as one of the seven states in the US that is harboring a rural HIV
epidemic. In part, this is due to the opioid crisis effecting rural communities, as HIV is commonly
transmitted through needle sharing.  The CDC has created a list of 220 counties in America that are at
high risk for rapid dissemination of HIV amongst persons who inject drugs; 13 of these counties are in
Missouri. Due to these factors, it is critical to make PrEP (pre-exposure prophylaxis) and PEP (post-
exposure prophylaxis) readily available across the state.  An individual is most infectious during the
first six weeks after infection with HIV, and research estimates that up to 50% of HIV transmissions
occur during this acute infection stage.  Therefore, rapid access to PEP is one of the key tools at our
disposal to both prevent infection in recently exposed individuals and halting the potential further
spread.   We applaud Representative Christofanelli for introducing HB 370 and we ask that this
committee vote Do Pass.
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HB 370 -  Creates provisions relating to the dispensing of HIV preexposure and postexposure
prophylaxis. Chairman Plocher, Vice-Chairman Taylor, members of the committee; thank you for the
opportunity to submit testimony in support of HB 370.NARAL Pro-Choice Missouri, representing 70,000
Missourians across the state, works to protect and expand every Missourians’s right to decide if, when,
how and with whom to start and grow their family and to parent in safety and dignity. Moreover, we
work to ensure reproductive justice for all Missourians, which involves advocating to reduce health
disparities based on race, socioeconomic status, insurance coverage status, and other
factors.Missouri is in the midst of a public health crisis. In 2018, over 13,000 Missourians were living
with HIV, disproportionately Black Missourians and LGBTQ+ men. Stopping the spread of HIV and
other infectious diseases requires a public health strategy which focuses on mitigating transmission
and expanding access to treatments. Moreover, there are 400 new HIV infections each year in Missouri
and we have been categorized as one of the seven states in the US that is harboring a rural HIV
epidemic. Moreover, Missouri has 13 out of 220 counties in America that are at a high risk for rapid
dissemination of HIV who inject drugs. Pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) and post-exposure
prophylaxis (PEP) are critical in mitigating HIV infection. Both treatments have been deemed effective
by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and earlier access to treatment means the slower
progression of the disease. Most importantly, this bill will save lives. Policies like HB 370 “lower the
barriers to the lifesaving drug by making it accessible to those who are most at risk for infection, yet
were unable to obtain the drug due to complex socioeconomic factors.” explains Wendasha Jenkins
Hall, an HIV and AIDS researcher and educator at the Georgia Health Policy Center. All Missourians
have a right to access quality healthcare, especially one disproportionately impacts the LGBTQ
community. This bill will have lasting beneficial health impacts in Missouri. NARAL Pro-Choice
Missouri supports the advancement of this bill, and urges you to vote YES today. 1 Missouri
Department of Health and Human Services, “Missouri Provisional Health Data for HIV (2018)”
(https://health.mo.gov/data/hivstdaids/pdf/2018-hiv-continuum-care.pdf). 2 Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, “Pre-exposure prophylaxis and post-exposure prophylaxis”
(https://www.cdc.gov/hiv/clinicians/prevention/prep-and-pep.html).3 Healthline, “Making PrEP Drugs
More Available: The Best Way to Reduce the Spread of HIV” (https://www.healthline.com/health-
news/make-prep-drugs-more-available-reduce-spread-of-hiv#:~:text=It%20authorizes%20pharmacists%
20to%20distribute,use%20of%20the%20lifesaving%20medication.)
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Missouri Family Health Council, Inc. supports this legislation because it increases access to sexually
transmitted infection (STI) testing, treatment, and prevention. It also increases health equity for
Missourians. Rates of STIs continue to increase nationally and Missouri is a priority state to reduce HIV
transmission and end the epidemic by 2030, largely due to the disproportionate rates of HIV in
Missouri’s rural areas. Increasing access to HIV pre- and post- prophylaxis (PrEP/PEP) is one simple
step toward this goal. It is also an opportunity for Missouri to lead and be among the first cohort of
states in the nation to make these proven prevention medications more widely accessible. The Center
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) estimates that over one million people nationally could
benefit from use of PEP alone; however, diverse windows to care are required for utilization, especially
in those areas with limited access, like rural Missouri. Authorizing pharmacists to dispense PrEP and
PEP creates another entry point to care – and one with a very high rate of patient contact, as some
pharmacists see patients as much as twelve times per year. This presents a tremendous opportunity
for pharmacist-delivered care and a promising strategy to reduce incidence of HIV. We thank you for
the work you do and urge Committee members to vote Do Pass on HB 370. Thank you.
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House Committee on General LawsChairman Representative Curtis TrentVice-Chairman Representative
Alex RileyFebruary 22, 2021 Dear Representatives of the Committee: Thank you for allowing me to
provide written testimony. My name is Stephen Eisele, the Executive Director of PROMO, Missouri’s
statewide lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) advocacy organization. On behalf of our
organization, I am expressing our support to House Bill 370.One of my earliest and most formative
memories as a child was attending the funeral of my cousin John. Back in 1993, I was too young to
understand why we had funerals for people who weren’t incredibly old. That same year, within months
of each other, I lost two of my remaining grandparents. Though they were taken too early due to
lengthy battles with cancer, their deaths didn’t stir as many questions as that of John.Years would go
by before I understood the significance of his death, which resulted from complications from HIV/AIDS
toward the height of the epidemic. At that time, an HIV diagnosis was deemed a death sentence for
many, not the treatable health condition we know it is today.Founded in 1986, PROMO, was built to
center the privacy rights of Missourians and our community’s efforts to combat the HIV epidemic.
Thankfully, just as our organization has evolved over 35 years, so too has our understanding of the
virus.While we’ve made remarkable progress, the stigma surrounding HIV, and one’s HIV status, still
prevents far too many individuals, including everyday Missourians, from accessing timely treatment. I,
myself, was haunted by my early experience with the ravaging effects of HIV on a member of my own
family and what a similar diagnosis could mean for my own future.In fact, it continues to be shown that
1 in 7 individuals living with HIV in the United States is unaware of their status. Additionally, Missouri
remains one of 7 states identified nationally by the Centers for Disease Control to be hardest hit by HIV
today.As Missouri’s leading LGBT organization, we must recognize that HIV/AIDS disproportionately
affects our community as a whole. Further, it is our responsibility to recognize that HIV affects LGBT
Black people and People of Color in our state at even higher rates. The Center for Disease Control
identifies that increased access to care and resources are needed in order to achieve maximum impact
in the federal Ending the HIV Epidemic plan. HB 370 aims to expand access to preventive care for
HIV/AIDS, by increasing access to HIV pre- and post- prophylaxis (PrEP/PEP), a necessary step
towards this goal.  PROMO is concerned that PrEP/PEP is not currently accessible to the majority of
individuals who might benefit from it. This policy seeks to address two of the biggest barriers to
people’s access to these medications: availability and cost. Authorizing pharmacists to dispense these
medications reduces barriers to both HIV testing and prevention, as well as lessens barriers between
many LGBT Missourians and finding trusted, accessible health care access. PrEP has been referred to
as an entryway to primary care. If implemented appropriately, PrEP supports increased engagement
with health care providers that will not only prevent many new HIV transmissions, but also the



transmission of other STIs and the promotion of overall health and wellness. While PrEP is in and of
itself a safer sex practice, there is evidence that this increased investment and engagement in PrEP
users’ health increases other safer sex practices as well, including appropriate and effective condom
use.  This policy is an
opportunity for Missouri to lead the nation in making these proven prevention medications more widely
accessible. Thank you for your time and consideration. Please contact me if you have any
questions.Sincerely,Stephen Eisele, MBAExecutive Director, PROMOStephen@PROMOonline.org(cell)
417.848.3285
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As it is currently written, MAOPS is concerned that HB 370 would give pharmacists the ability to
diagnose and prescribe medication, which is well beyond a pharmacist's scope of practice and should
be done by a physician.
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