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INDIVIDUAL.:
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ARNIE C. AC "HONEST-ABE" DIENOFF-STATE PUBLIC ADVO

BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME: TITLE:

ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: ZIP;
EMAIL: ATTENDANCE: SUBMIT DATE:
arniedienoff@yahoo.com Written 2/24/2021 12:09 AM

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.

I am in Support of this Bill on its face. There are some confussing Sections.
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CAITLIN WHALEY 751-4815
BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME: TITLE:

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES
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221 W. HIGH STREET

CITY: STATE: ZIP:
JEFFERSON CITY Mo 65101
EMAIL: ATTENDANCE: SUBMIT DATE:
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2/24/2021 12:00 AM
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CRAIG STEVENSON
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KIDS WIN MISSOURI
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1 CAMPBELL PLAZA SUITE 101

CITY: STATE: ZIP:
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EMAIL: ATTENDANCE: SUBMIT DATE:
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2/24/2021 12:00 AM
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D. SCOTT PENMAN 314-690-6772
REPRESENTING: TITLE:

FOSTERADOPT CONNECT
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GARRETT WEBB 219-229-1104
REPRESENTING: TITLE:

MISSOURI CHAPTER, AMERICAN ACADEMY OF PEDIATRICS
ADDRESS:

710A SOULARD

CITY: STATE: ZIP:
SAINT LOUIS Mo 63104
EMAIL: ATTENDANCE: SUBMIT DATE:

E;
2/24/2021 12:00 AM
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JAMIE MORRIS 573-635-7239
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MISSOURI CATHOLIC CONFERENCE LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL
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EMAIL: ATTENDANCE: SUBMIT DATE;
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THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.

The Missouri Catholic Conference (MCC) supports HB 673, which, among otherthings, expands the
special needs adoption tax credit. This tax credit was established to help encourage and facilitate
adoptions of specialneeds children in the state. However, we know that an increasing number of
childrenare in need of a permanent home. Expanding the special needs adoption tax credit toany
adoption will help to encourage more adoptions and provide needed support forthose families who are
willing to adopt. Pope St. John Paul Il, in his address to adoptive families, stated that “To adopt a child
isa great work of love. When it is done, much is given, but much is also received. It is atrue exchange
of gifts.” Pope Francis wrote in Amoris Laetitia, “The choice of adoptionand foster care expresses a
particular kind of fruitfulness in the marriage experience,and not only in cases of infertility...They make
people aware that children, whethernatural, adoptive or taken in foster care, are persons in their own
right who need to beaccepted, loved and cared for, and not just brought into this world.” (180)
Providing additional support to families proceeding with adoption is good public policyand the right
thing to do. This tax credit represents a fiscally sound way of assistingMissouri families that will pay
dividends in the future. The MCC supports HB 673 and asks this committee to vote this bill, “Do
Pass.”
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CHILDREN's TRUST FUND
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EMAIL: ATTENDANCE: SUBMIT DATE:

E;
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JESSICA SEITZ 573-415-6228
REPRESENTING: TITLE:

MISSOURI KIDSFIRST

ADDRESS:
520 DIX ROAD, SUITE C

CITY: STATE: ZIP:
JEFFERSON CITY Mo 65109
EMAIL: ATTENDANCE: SUBMIT DATE:

E;
2/24/2021 12:00 AM
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MARCIA HAZELHORST 573-616-1058
REPRESENTING: TITLE:

MISSOURI JUVENILE JUSTICE ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
ADDRESS:

1431 SOUTHWEST BLVD, SUITE 7, PO BOX 1332

CITY: STATE: ZIP:
JEFFERSON CITY MO 65102
EMAIL: ATTENDANCE: SUBMIT DATE:
marcia@mjja.org Written 2/24/2021 9:12 AM

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.

There are several provisions included in the bill that improve the child welfare system in Missouri and
are in the best interests of children. In particular, we fully support the language created in 211.072. This
will allow the State of Missouri to be in compliance with the Federal Juvenile Justice Reform act of
2018, which mandates that youth who are certified as adults and under the age of criminal majority
cannot be placed in a county jail unless the Court after conducting a hearing determines that it is in the
interest of justice that a youth be held in the county jail versus a juvenile detention center. This
change would require certified youth to be placed in one of the sixteen juvenile detention centers
across the State of Missouri. These youth would remain in the juvenile detention centers until they
reach the age of 18 or until disposition on their adult case. Juvenile detention centers are county
owned and operated.
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Having some trouble understanding the stricken/added verbiage of this bill.Are “spankings to protect
peoples and properties” in schools being stricken from or added to the laws? Per your Birth Match
recommendation, while | understand the intent is to preemptively protect children, Birth “Watch”
programs across North America have been studied for decades and found to disproportionately target
BIPOC and impoverished families dismantling their families. Even our Child Welfare professionals
speak loudly and at length about the detriment that dismantling families through these
interventions.Currently, the charges we’ve tracked that you listed in the bill are “extreme” and we
obviously support children being kept very very far from peoples who traffick or kill children; however
some questions.1) Does the person in question need to have been an adult when the crime was
committed? If so, is that age 1872) Per “incest”, is this aggravated? | understand that incest is an issue
and personally agree but we have found that incest is prevalent in religious groups in Missouri and
multi-generational; concerned about who could be effected by this. 3) Involuntary manslaughter is a
wide spectrum. Again concerned about these effects. Even some murder charges are questionable
when the victim was the abuser.Example: Gypsy Blanchard will hopefully get paroled this December.
She killed her abuser, she never should have gone to prison in the first place. Per your Birth Match, am
| to understand that she would be enrolled should she ever give birth? The justice systems fail us
often, we can’t allow these interpretations of “law” to dismantle our families.Looking forward to
learning more about this bill, thank you for your advocacy on behalf of children.




