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I Support this Bill and Legislation. We MUST Give a Unborn Child, Where the Mother is Caught-Up in
Crime a "Fighting-Chance" to Get the Best Start Possible in this World. Bonding With the Mother is the
First-Step in this Process. I am Excited About this Program and to See the Results of the Program's
Result with Both the Child and the Mother.
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The Jewish Community Relations Council (JCRC), guided by Jewish values, advocates, educates,
collaborates, and mobilizes action on issues important to the Jewish community, 60,000 strong in St.
Louis. We are committed to pursuing religious tolerance, civic discourse and social justice in St. Louis
and beyond.JCRC supports this proposals as evidence shows that both babies and their mothers have
better outcomes when they are able to be together.  This shows humane treatment to those who are
incarcerated and may have a positive impact on both family bonding and reducing recidivism.Please
support SB 834.
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Chairman Evans, Vice-Chairman Veit, members of the committee; thank you for the opportunity to
submit testimony today in support of SB 834 which would keep pregnant and postpartum people who
are incarcerated with their babies through the establishment of the state’s first correctional nursery
program. Pro-Choice Missouri works to protect and expand every Missourian’s right to bodily
autonomy, to access essential reproductive healthcare, to access accurate information in order to
make the best decisions for ourselves and our families, and to parent our children in safety and dignity.
Moreover, we work to ensure reproductive justice for all Missourians, which includes advocating where
our bodily autonomy, family security and physical/mental/spiritual safety connect with our sexual and
reproductive lives. Pro Choice Missouri is committed to the advancement of reproductive justice for all
Missourians. We support the advancement of this bill because the perinatal and postpartum periods for
pregnant and parenting individuals, and their babies, are crucial to the health and well-being of
themselves, their families, and therefore their communities. Birthing parents and infants alike both
experience health benefits associated with postpartum bonding and likewise experience physical,
mental and socioeconomic consequences when they are denied bonding time.  “The Price They Pay:
Protecting the Mother-Child Relationship Through the Use of Prison Nurseries and Residential
Parenting Programs,” Anne E. Jbara discusses the emotional and cognitive benefits of the [parent]
child bond. Jbara notes that the attachment bond is crucial to a child’s psychological development;
even in instances where a [parent] is reunited with [their] child at two to three years of age—before a
child can actually remember their [parent’s] absence—severe psychological trauma can ensue later in
life (Jbara).”Critically, while Pro Choice Missouri supports the advancement of this bill in order to
better provide for incarcerated Missourians and their families right now, we oppose the incarceration of
pregnant people, and their babies, period. We know that Black and other non-white Missourians are
over-policed and disproportionately incarcerated compared to their white counter parts. Incarceration
decimates entire families; emotionally, physically, socioeconomically, ect. Furthermore, the inadequate
access to adequate health care, including menstrual products and peri/postpartum support, is far from
just.  “Perinatal Needs of Pregnant, Incarcerated Women,” Barbara A. Hotelling discusses the lack of
quality healthcare provided to expectant mothers behind bars. Despite adequate healthcare being
mandated to all inmates through the Eighth Amendment to the Constitution, women still make up a
lesser percentage of total incarcerated individuals than men, which is used by correctional staff to
justify providing scarcer healthcare and rehabilitative programs for incarcerated women (Hotelling).
Not to mention the fact that prisons aren’t subject to any sort of external review, which doesn’t
encourage the improvement of healthcare services, especially if they are seen as costly endeavors
(Hotelling). As a result, many incarcerated women face unnecessarily high-risk pregnancies.”Research
shows that when birthing parents have access to care, their newborns have better health outcomes,



too. When birthing parents can’t get support for mental health conditions, it adversely affects both
birthing parent and baby, leading to health complications for mothers, limited ability to
breast/chestfeed, an increased risk of child abuse and neglect, and adverse effects on infant brain
development. When new birthing parents have health coverage, their newborns are more likely to
receive regular well-child visits. And when infants have regular access to preventive care, they can
receive early screening and support that sets them on the path to grow and thrive. In the year following
pregnancy, birthing parents who have had even the most straightforward pregnancies and
uncomplicated deliveries experience significant physical and mental health risks. All new birthing
parents in MO need and deserve ongoing care. Every Missourian should be empowered to
exercise their right to access the full range of reproductive health options, including essential
postpartum care, and to nurture their families in safety, health, and dignity.  Pro Choice Missouri urges
this body to work further to keep pregnant and parenting Missourians out of prison, for the health of
our communities and our state, and in the interim to advance this bill that will promote the health and
well being of pregnant and parenting Missourians who are incarcerated right now.
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