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FIRST REGULAR SESSION

HOUSE BILL NO. 629

102ND GENERAL ASSEMBLY

INTRODUCED BY REPRESENTATIVE PERKINS.

1409H.011 DANA RADEMAN MILLER, Chief Clerk

AN ACT

To repeal sections 333.041 and 333.042, RSMo, and to enact in lieu thereof two new sections
relating to the licensing of persons performing certain funeral-related services.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Sections 333.041 and 333.042, RSMo, are repealed and two new sections
enacted in lieu thereof, to be known as sections 333.041 and 333.042, to read as follows:

333.041. 1. [Each-appheantforaticensetopracticetuneral-directingshallfurnish

3:] Each applicant for a student license to practice embalming shall submit an

application to the state board of embalmers and funeral directors, pay all application
fees, and furnish evidence to establish to the satisfaction of the board that he or she:

(1) Is at least eighteen years of age, and possesses a high school diploma, a general
equivalency diploma, or equivalent thereof, as determined, at its discretion, by the board; and

EXPLANATION —  Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill is not enacted and is
intended to be omitted from the law. Matter in bold-face type in the above bill is proposed language.
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18 (2) Is currently enrolled in a funeral service education program or has completed
19 a funeral service education program accredited by the American Board of Funeral Service
20 Education, any successor organization, or other accrediting entity as approved by the board.

21 |[HanappheantdoestotcompleteaHrequirementsHo ensure—withinfive—yea o
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46 2. After a student's application has been approved by the board, student

47 licensees who are enrolled in a funeral service education program may assist, under the
48 direct supervision of an embalmer licensed under this chapter, in an establishment
49 licensed for embalming under this chapter. Student licensees shall not assist when not
50 under such supervision.

51 3. In order to be eligible for full licensure, a student licensee shall, after
52 completing a funeral service education program accredited by the American Board of
53 Funeral Service Education or any successor organization or any other accrediting entity
54 as approved by the board:
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(1) Demonstrate that he or she has completed a qualifying apprenticeship of no
less than six months and has personally embalmed at least twenty-five dead human
bodies under the direct supervision of an embalmer who is licensed under this chapter;
and

(2) Pass the National Board or State Board Science examination and the
Missouri law examination.

4. If the applicant does not complete the application process within the five years
after his or her completion of an approved program, then he or she must file a new application
and no fees paid previously shall apply toward the license fee.

5. Examinations required by this section and section 333.042 shall be held at least
twice a year at times and places fixed by the board. The board shall by rule and regulation
prescribe the standard for successful completion of the examinations.

6. (1) Upon establishment of his or her qualifications as specified by this section [er
seetion—333-042], the board shall issue to the applicant a license to practice funeral [eireeting
of] embalming|;-as-the-ease-may—require;] and shall register the applicant as a [dulyticensed
funeral-direetor-ora| duly licensed embalmer. Any person having the qualifications required
by this section and section 333.042 may be granted both a license to practice funeral directing
and to practice embalming.

(2) Any person licensed under this subsection may, at his or her election, at any
time, sit for the National Board or State Board Arts examination for the purpose of
potential reciprocity with any other state that may requlre such examination.

ineapaetty-orinjury| For purposes of this section, the following terms mean:
(1) "Direct supervision', supervision in which the licensed embalmer is

physically present with the apprentice and the dead human body at the beginning of the
embalming and within the same building in which the embalming is taking place for the
entire embalming;

(2) "Qualifying apprenticeship', an apprenticeship in which the applicant
devotes at least thirty hours each week to his or her duties as an apprentice under the
direct supervision of an embalmer licensed under this chapter in a funeral

establishment licensed to embalm dead human bodies.




tor] Every

person desiring to engage in the practice of funeral directing as an apprentice in this
state shall obtain a provisional funeral director license from the board. To apply for a
provisional license, the applicant shall submit an application to the state board of
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embalmers and funeral directors, pay the current application fees, and furnish evidence
to establish to the satisfaction of the board that he or she:

(1) Is at least eighteen years of age; and

(2) Will work as an apprentice funeral director under personal supervision of a
funeral director licensed under this chapter. The applicant shall provide to the board
the name and license number of the funeral director who will perform his or her
supervision and the location where the applicant will practice.

2. An applicant for a provisional funeral director license under subsection 1 of
this section shall have twenty-four months to complete the requirements for licensure
under this section. If the applicant fails to complete the requirements within such
period, the application for licensure shall be cancelled. If the application is cancelled,
the applicant shall be required to file a new application and pay applicable fees. No
previous apprenticeship shall be considered for the new application.

3. Every person desiring to enter the profession of funeral directing in this state
shall submit an application to the state board of embalmers and funeral directors, pay
the current application fees, and furnish evidence to establish to the satisfaction of the
board that he or she:

(1) Is at least eighteen years of age and possesses a high school diploma, a
general equivalency diploma, or equivalent thereof, as determined, at its discretion, by
the board;

(2) Has passed the Missouri law examination; and

(3) Has:

(a) Passed the National Board or State Board Arts examination and successfully
completed a program accredited by the American Board of Funeral Service Education
or any successor organization or any other accrediting entity as approved by the board;

(b) Passed the National Board or State Board Arts examination and successfully
completed a course of study in funeral directing offered by an institution accredited by a
recognized national, regional, or state accrediting body and approved by the state board
of embalmers and funeral directors;

(c¢) Passed the National Board or State Board Arts examination and successfully
completed a qualifying apprenticeship for at least twelve months, during which the
applicant establishes to the satisfaction of the board that he or she conducted and
arranged at least ten funerals; or

(d) Successfully completed a qualifying apprenticeship for at least twelve
months, during which the applicant establishes to the satisfaction of the board that he or
she has conducted and arranged at least twenty-five funerals.
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4. (1) Upon establishment of his or her qualifications as specified by this section,
the board shall issue to the applicant a license to practice funeral directing and shall
register the applicant as a duly licensed funeral director. Any person having the
qualifications required by this section and section 333.041 may be granted both a license
to practice funeral directing and to practice embalming.

(2) Any person licensed under this subsection without passing the National
Board or State Board Arts examination may, at his or her election, at any time, sit for
the National Board or State Board Arts examination for the purpose of potential
reciprocity with any other state that may require such examination.

5. Every person desiring to obtain a funeral director limited license in this state
shall submit an application to the state board of embalmers and funeral directors, pay
the current application fees, and furnish evidence to establish to the satisfaction of the
board that he or she:

(1) Is at least eighteen years of age; and

(2) Has successfully completed the Missouri law examination.

6. A person holding a funeral director limited license shall not be authorized to
practice funeral directing in the state, except as follows:

(1) He or she may work in a funeral establishment licensed only for cremation,
including transportation of dead human bodies to and from the funeral establishment;
and

(2) He or she may perform cremations and duties relating to cremation.

7. If a person has a funeral director limited license issued under this section, he
or she may obtain a full funeral director's license by fulfilling the apprenticeship
requirements of paragraph (d) of subdivision (3) of subsection 3 of this section or by
successfully completing a program accredited by the American Board of Funeral
Service Education or any successor organization or any other accrediting entity as
approved by the board.

8. The board shall, upon request, waive any requirement of this chapter and
issue a temporary funeral director's license, valid for six months, to the surviving spouse
or next of kin or the personal representative of a licensed funeral director, or to the
spouse, next of kin, employee, or conservator of a licensed funeral director disabled
because of sickness, mental incapacity, or injury.

9. For purposes of this section, the following terms mean:

(1) "Personal supervision', supervision in which a licensed funeral director shall
be physically present during any arrangement conferences but shall not be required to
be physically present at the location where the apprentice performs any other functions
relating to the practice of funeral directing;
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(2) "Qualifying apprenticeship', an apprenticeship in which the applicant
devotes at least fifteen hours each week to his or her duties as an apprentice under the
personal supervision of a funeral director licensed under this chapter in a funeral
establishment licensed for the care and preparation for burial and transportation of the
human dead.
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