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As an educator, a rabbi, and a parent here in Missouri, | am appalled that this committee is conisdering
taking away money from our early childhood education centers, our institutions of higher education,
and our libraries. Every known study concludes that quality early childhood education leads to
improved outcomes for students, their families, AND THEIR WHOLE COMMUNITIES. Why would you
take away funding for something that is in the clear best interests of our communities and our state as
a whole?!In addition, libraries are centers for learning and exploration that are available to everyone,
regardless of age, social status, wealth, or background. There are a haven of knowledge and it is not
the job of this committee, nor of this government, to restrict people’s free access to knowledge. You
may not tell me, my children, my congregants, or my students what information we can or cannot
learn.Please oppose these ammendments offered by Representative Smith and restore the Governor's
proposed funding for early childhood education, higher education, and libraries. To fail to do so would
be to fail the people of this great state. Thank you for your consideration.
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Fund public libraries, infrastructure, child care, schools, mental health services. Fund Missouri and
Missourians. Enough with the dystopian future Smith’s budget cuts would create!



MISSOURI HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WITNESS APPEARANCE FORM

BILL NUMBER: DATE:

HB 15 3/23/2023
COMMITTEE:

Budget

TESTIFYING: [JINSUPPORTOF []IN OPPOSITION TO [v]FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES

WITNESS NAME

INDIVIDUAL.:

WITNESS NAME: PHONE NUMBER:

ARNIE C."HONEST-ABE" DIENOFF-STATE PUBLIC ADVOCATE

BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME: TITLE:

ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: ZIP;
EMAIL: ATTENDANCE: SUBMIT DATE;
arniedienoff@yahoo.com Written 3/23/2023 3:17 AM

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
Cut the Fat, Destroy Fraud, Save Money and Cut Taxes!




