
WITNESS APPEARANCE FORM
MISSOURI HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

HB 368
BILL NUMBER: DATE:

3/29/2023
COMMITTEE:

Economic Development

FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSESIN OPPOSITION TOIN SUPPORT OFTESTIFYING:

WITNESS NAME

INDIVIDUAL:
WITNESS NAME:

ARNIE C."HONEST-ABE" DIENOFF-STATE PUBLIC ADVOCATE
PHONE NUMBER:

BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME: TITLE:

ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: ZIP:

arniedienoff@yahoo.com
EMAIL:

Written
ATTENDANCE:

3/29/2023 11:43 PM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
This Bill is good and bad. Does this Bill take away "Local-Control?" There NEEDS to be Great State-
Wide Protections!



WITNESS APPEARANCE FORM
MISSOURI HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

HB 368
BILL NUMBER: DATE:

3/29/2023
COMMITTEE:

Economic Development

FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSESIN OPPOSITION TOIN SUPPORT OFTESTIFYING:

WITNESS NAME

BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION:
WITNESS NAME:

BRIAN AGERS
PHONE NUMBER:

636-681-1976
BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME:

AGERS HEATING AND AIR CONDITIONING
TITLE:

OWNER
ADDRESS:

64 BOONE HILLS DRIVE
CITY:

ST PETERS
STATE:

MO
ZIP:

63376
EMAIL: ATTENDANCE:

3/29/2023 12:00 AM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.



WITNESS APPEARANCE FORM
MISSOURI HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

HB 368
BILL NUMBER: DATE:

3/29/2023
COMMITTEE:

Economic Development

FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSESIN OPPOSITION TOIN SUPPORT OFTESTIFYING:

WITNESS NAME

BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION:
WITNESS NAME:

DANIEL J CROUSE
PHONE NUMBER:

573-821-1161
BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME:

HERITAGE MECHANICAL SERVICES
TITLE:

ADDRESS:

2521 E MCCARTY ST
CITY:

JEFFERSON CITY
STATE:

MO
ZIP:

65101

danny@heritagemechanicalservices.co
m

EMAIL:
Written
ATTENDANCE:

3/29/2023 8:05 AM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
The current state of the licensing is limiting to the consumer which we work to serve. Different licenses
for different cities is a limiting factor and unnecessary at that. A state license ensures the same quality
is upheld and that the folks obtaining and possessing these licenses are knowledgeable in their trade. I
see zero good reason to oppose the act of implementing a state licensing process.



WITNESS APPEARANCE FORM
MISSOURI HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

HB 368
BILL NUMBER: DATE:

3/29/2023
COMMITTEE:

Economic Development

FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSESIN OPPOSITION TOIN SUPPORT OFTESTIFYING:

WITNESS NAME

INDIVIDUAL:
WITNESS NAME:

DESTANIE THOMAS
PHONE NUMBER:

BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME: TITLE:

ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: ZIP:

destaniethomas90@gmail.com
EMAIL:

Written
ATTENDANCE:

3/29/2023 8:02 AM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.



WITNESS APPEARANCE FORM
MISSOURI HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

HB 368
BILL NUMBER: DATE:

3/29/2023
COMMITTEE:

Economic Development

FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSESIN OPPOSITION TOIN SUPPORT OFTESTIFYING:

WITNESS NAME

BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION:
WITNESS NAME:

KATHLEEN RACKERS
PHONE NUMBER:

573-619-8642
BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME:

NICK RACKERS HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
TITLE:

ADDRESS:

PO BOX 187
CITY:

ST. THOMAS
STATE:

MO
ZIP:

65076

karackers6@gmail.com
EMAIL:

Written
ATTENDANCE:

3/28/2023 10:45 PM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
I support a standardized state-wide mechanical contractor license.



WITNESS APPEARANCE FORM
MISSOURI HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

HB 368
BILL NUMBER: DATE:

3/29/2023
COMMITTEE:

Economic Development

FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSESIN OPPOSITION TOIN SUPPORT OFTESTIFYING:

WITNESS NAME

INDIVIDUAL:
WITNESS NAME:

MARK JACKSON
PHONE NUMBER:

BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME: TITLE:

ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: ZIP:

EMAIL: ATTENDANCE:
3/29/2023 12:00 AM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.



WITNESS APPEARANCE FORM
MISSOURI HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

HB 368
BILL NUMBER: DATE:

3/29/2023
COMMITTEE:

Economic Development

FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSESIN OPPOSITION TOIN SUPPORT OFTESTIFYING:

WITNESS NAME

REGISTERED LOBBYIST:
WITNESS NAME:

MICHELE ROBERTS BAUER
PHONE NUMBER:

816-994-5990
REPRESENTING:

ABC HEART OF AMERICA (ASSOCIATED BUILDERS AND
CONTRACTORS)

TITLE:

LOBBYIST

ADDRESS:

4035 DENTON ROAD
CITY:

KANSAS CITY
STATE:

MO
ZIP:

64133
EMAIL: ATTENDANCE:

3/29/2023 12:00 AM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.



WITNESS APPEARANCE FORM
MISSOURI HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

HB 368
BILL NUMBER: DATE:

3/29/2023
COMMITTEE:

Economic Development

FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSESIN OPPOSITION TOIN SUPPORT OFTESTIFYING:

WITNESS NAME

INDIVIDUAL:
WITNESS NAME:

ROBERT HOFFMANN
PHONE NUMBER:

BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME: TITLE:

ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: ZIP:

EMAIL: ATTENDANCE:
3/29/2023 12:00 AM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.



WITNESS APPEARANCE FORM
MISSOURI HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

HB 368
BILL NUMBER: DATE:

3/29/2023
COMMITTEE:

Economic Development

FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSESIN OPPOSITION TOIN SUPPORT OFTESTIFYING:

WITNESS NAME

BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION:
WITNESS NAME:

ROBERT P. SACHSE
PHONE NUMBER:

573-690-3464
BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME:

AIRE SERV OF JEFFERSON CITY AND COLUMBIA, MO
TITLE:

OWNER
ADDRESS:

2521 E. MCCARTY ST.
CITY:

JEFFERSON CITY
STATE:

MO
ZIP:

65101

rob@aireservcmo.com
EMAIL:

Written
ATTENDANCE:

3/29/2023 11:54 AM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
As a local owner of an HVAC company I believe the current process is being used to prevent
competition. The current system has allowed too many political subdivisions to determine what is
required for individual licensing. Bill HB 1083 would create one standard for everyone to follow, like a
majority of cities and county's across Missouri already do. As a local business owner this will make it
easier for us to hire, maintain, and keep our skilled employees, which also will allow us to give our
customers the type of service they deserve. Jefferson City just started the permitting process within
the last year. As is typical, the reason permitting and inspection was started, was to provide a process
of verifying a safe installation. One that fits today's mechanical code. The fact that this city chose
inspection rather than licensing is evidence that licensing does not guarantee a safe installation, it
rather puts the burden on the inspection process.



WITNESS APPEARANCE FORM
MISSOURI HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

HB 368
BILL NUMBER: DATE:

3/29/2023
COMMITTEE:

Economic Development

FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSESIN OPPOSITION TOIN SUPPORT OFTESTIFYING:

WITNESS NAME

INDIVIDUAL:
WITNESS NAME:

TRAVIS RACKERS
PHONE NUMBER:

BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME: TITLE:

ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: ZIP:

travrackers1@gmail.com
EMAIL:

In-Person
ATTENDANCE:

3/28/2023 9:10 PM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
My name is Travis Rackers.  I’m owner of 2 local HVAC companies,  I’m here to testify in support of
House Bill 368 & 1083.  I ask for your support as well.       As you may know, for this fiscal year, there
will be tens or possibly hundreds of millions of dollars spent by the State of Missouri on mechanical
work.  A good portion of this work will be performed in political subdivisions that do NOT require
individual mechanical licensure.       In fact, this very building… the State Capitol, as well as all the
other state-owned buildings in this city and county will have mechanical work performed on, or in
them, without the personnel being required to hold an individual mechanical license.  Just last year,
there was major mechanical work performed on the Capitol building, yet not one person was required
to be individually licensed to do this work.How can the State of Missouri ensure that this work is safe
or meet the acceptable industry standards of quality without having an individual license requirement?
This insurance of safety and quality is done through an inspection process that uses the mechanical
code as guidance.  The State’s representatives will perform inspections of the work being performed.
So regardless of a person’s licensing status, the work they perform must pass the test of the inspector.
If the State of Missouri is okay with using this model for much of the state, shouldn’t it work
everywhere else?  In fact, we know it would work, because it had for years.       We know, based on who
is leading up the opposition to this bill, that if this bill is not passed, they will continue to use the status
quo to limit their competition.  Frankly, the current licensing structure is used as a protectionist
scheme, and they know.  This must be the reason they are so vehemently against any change.  They
fully intend to move these onerous requirements across the state with the goal of limiting competition.
Their argument regarding safety doesn’t carry weight as I had pointed out earlier.  Safety is verified
through the permitting and inspection process. Not a licensing requirement.   It is with this in mind
that, that I strongly encourage the committee to move this bill forward.  Until that time comes,
individual businesses and mechanic’s livelihood will continue to suffer.Thank you for your time and I’ll
be happy to take any questions.



WITNESS APPEARANCE FORM
MISSOURI HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

HB 368
BILL NUMBER: DATE:

3/29/2023
COMMITTEE:

Economic Development

FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSESIN OPPOSITION TOIN SUPPORT OFTESTIFYING:

WITNESS NAME

BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION:
WITNESS NAME:

TYLER MENOS
PHONE NUMBER:

314-968-3453
BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME:

KIRKWOOD HEATING AND AIR CONDITIONING
TITLE:

GENERAL MANAGER
ADDRESS:

9350 WATSON INDUSTRIAL PARK
CITY:

CRESTWOOD
STATE:

MO
ZIP:

63126
EMAIL: ATTENDANCE:

3/29/2023 12:00 AM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.



WITNESS APPEARANCE FORM
MISSOURI HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

HB 368
BILL NUMBER: DATE:

3/29/2023
COMMITTEE:

Economic Development

FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSESIN OPPOSITION TOIN SUPPORT OFTESTIFYING:

WITNESS NAME

BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION:
WITNESS NAME:

ZACHARY M. PETERS
PHONE NUMBER:

573-443-3660
BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME:

PETERS HEATING AND AIR CONDITIONING
TITLE:

VICE PRESIDENT
ADDRESS:

3801 WACO ROAD
CITY:

COLUMBIA
STATE:

MO
ZIP:

65202
EMAIL: ATTENDANCE:

3/29/2023 12:00 AM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.



WITNESS APPEARANCE FORM
MISSOURI HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

HB 368
BILL NUMBER: DATE:

3/29/2023
COMMITTEE:

Economic Development

FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSESIN OPPOSITION TOIN SUPPORT OFTESTIFYING:

WITNESS NAME

BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION:
WITNESS NAME:

A DEGENHARDT
PHONE NUMBER:

BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME:

DEGENHARDT HEATING AND COOLING
TITLE:

ADDRESS:

CITY:

SAINT LOUIS
STATE:

MO
ZIP:

63111

tj@degenhardthc.com
EMAIL:

Written
ATTENDANCE:

3/28/2023 10:36 AM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
These bills would eliminate individual licensing and undermine our efforts to have a skilled and highly
trained workforce. licensing is a critical component of ensuring that professionals are qualified and
competent to provide service. However these bills would significantly undermine the licencing process
by allowing individuals to practice without meeting the necessary standards and qualifications



WITNESS APPEARANCE FORM
MISSOURI HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

HB 368
BILL NUMBER: DATE:

3/29/2023
COMMITTEE:

Economic Development

FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSESIN OPPOSITION TOIN SUPPORT OFTESTIFYING:

WITNESS NAME

REGISTERED LOBBYIST:
WITNESS NAME:

DAVID J KLARICH
PHONE NUMBER:

314-560-1616
REPRESENTING:

MECHANICAL CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION OF EASTERN
MISSOURI; MECHANICAL CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION OF
KANSAS CITY

TITLE:

ATTORNEY

ADDRESS:

438 GATEFORD DRIVE
CITY:

BALLWIN
STATE:

MO
ZIP:

63021

dklarich@sbcglobal.net
EMAIL:

In-Person
ATTENDANCE:

3/28/2023 6:35 AM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.



WITNESS APPEARANCE FORM
MISSOURI HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

HB 368
BILL NUMBER: DATE:

3/29/2023
COMMITTEE:

Economic Development

FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSESIN OPPOSITION TOIN SUPPORT OFTESTIFYING:

WITNESS NAME

REGISTERED LOBBYIST:
WITNESS NAME:

DAVID J. KLARICH
PHONE NUMBER:

314-560-1616
REPRESENTING:

MECHANICAL CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION OF EASTERN
MISSOURI AND KANSAS CITY

TITLE:

ATTORNEY

ADDRESS:

438 GATEFORD DRIVE
CITY:

BALLWIN
STATE:

MO
ZIP:

63021

dklarich@sbcglobal.net
EMAIL:

Written
ATTENDANCE:

3/28/2023 6:31 AM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.



WITNESS APPEARANCE FORM
MISSOURI HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

HB 368
BILL NUMBER: DATE:

3/29/2023
COMMITTEE:

Economic Development

FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSESIN OPPOSITION TOIN SUPPORT OFTESTIFYING:

WITNESS NAME

BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION:
WITNESS NAME:

DENNIS SAVAT
PHONE NUMBER:

314-368-5072
BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME:

ICON MECHANICAL
TITLE:

CO-CHIEF OPERATIONS
OFFICER

ADDRESS:

9878 RICHMOND CAVALRY DRIVE
CITY:

ST. LOUIS
STATE:

MO
ZIP:

63123

dsavat@iconmech.com
EMAIL:

Written
ATTENDANCE:

3/28/2023 11:50 AM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
We strongly disagree with this bill as it undercuts the investment we have made with our skilled
craftsman. These craftsman are licensed in our county and understand the technical requirements of
the work in our area. To allow personnel to come into our area without any familiarity with our local
requirements is a big mistake. This additionally would take revenue out of our area with contractors
coming in from anywhere in the country. This is not good for anyone that has invested into the work in
our area.



WITNESS APPEARANCE FORM
MISSOURI HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

HB 368
BILL NUMBER: DATE:

3/29/2023
COMMITTEE:

Economic Development

FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSESIN OPPOSITION TOIN SUPPORT OFTESTIFYING:

WITNESS NAME

REGISTERED LOBBYIST:
WITNESS NAME:

JACQUE BARDGETT
PHONE NUMBER:

REPRESENTING:

THE CITY OF ST. LOUIS
TITLE:

ADDRESS:

CITY:

JEFFERSON CITY
STATE:

MO
ZIP:

65101

jacque@bardgett.net
EMAIL:

Written
ATTENDANCE:

3/28/2023 9:31 PM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
Please find below a letter from St. Louis City Mayor Jones outlining her opposition to HB 1083 & HB
368.Dear House Committee Members:Licensed mechanical tradespeople understand that the well-
being of St. Louis City residents is dependent upon them. The tradespeople acquired their knowledge
and skill through education, successful passage of an industry-wide exam, and on-the-job
training.Public safety is a top priority in St. Louis City and we support only licensed mechanical
contractors and individuals who can demonstrate that they understand and will uphold the safety
standards our citizens expect and deserve. These bills not only work to prevent municipalities from
implementing licensure requirements that prioritize public safety for their citizens, they would further
punish cities that attempt to do so by preventing their citizens’ taxpayer dollars from returning. In their
current form, the bills say that while municipalities may establish their own mechanical contractor's
license, they are required to recognize a statewide license in lieu of a local license. In other words, if an
individual holds a state license, and that state license requires recipients to satisfy much lower safety
standards than the City of St. Louis or any other municipality currently requires, the state forces the
City to accept licenses reflecting lower safety standards. Further, if a municipality does not do so, the
state is then required to prevent citizens’ local sales tax dollars from rightfully returning to their
community until the municipality agrees to accept the less-safe standards. Citizens across the state
would suffer and bear the brunt of these misguided bills either way.In addition, these bills also
effectively eliminate occupational, journeymen, and apprenticeship licensure. They further state that
only one individual per company, regardless of the size of the company, complexity of the job, or skills
and experience of their employees, has to be licensed. These bills do not ensure that work is
completed safely and properly, and they deny every municipality’s ability to make sure that it is.
Protecting residents and consumers is a top priority for St. Louis City. Bills that allow the state to set
licensure standards lower than municipalities, and hold citizens’ taxpayer dollars as hostage until a
municipality agrees to accept lower standards, constitute an extraordinary form of government
overreach. There is simply no reason to encroach upon local governments’ efforts in this way. I oppose
these bills and would be happy to work with the sponsors to address the public safety concerns
created by these pieces of legislation.Sincerely,Tishaura O. JonesMayor, City of St. Louis



WITNESS APPEARANCE FORM
MISSOURI HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

HB 368
BILL NUMBER: DATE:

3/29/2023
COMMITTEE:

Economic Development

FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSESIN OPPOSITION TOIN SUPPORT OFTESTIFYING:

WITNESS NAME

BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION:
WITNESS NAME:

JUSTIN MCCARTY
PHONE NUMBER:

417-869-0633
BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME:

PLUMBERS AND PIPEFITTERS LOCAL 178
TITLE:

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT
ADDRESS:

2501 WEST GRAND STREET
CITY:

SPRINGFIELD
STATE:

MO
ZIP:

65802
EMAIL: ATTENDANCE:

3/29/2023 12:00 AM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.



WITNESS APPEARANCE FORM
MISSOURI HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

HB 368
BILL NUMBER: DATE:

3/29/2023
COMMITTEE:

Economic Development

FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSESIN OPPOSITION TOIN SUPPORT OFTESTIFYING:

WITNESS NAME

REGISTERED LOBBYIST:
WITNESS NAME:

KURT SCHAEFER
PHONE NUMBER:

573-761-5008
REPRESENTING:

ST LOUIS COUNTY
TITLE:

LOBBYIST
ADDRESS:

314 EAST HIGH STREET
CITY:

JEFFERSON CITY
STATE:

MO
ZIP:

65101
EMAIL: ATTENDANCE:

3/29/2023 12:00 AM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.



WITNESS APPEARANCE FORM
MISSOURI HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

HB 368
BILL NUMBER: DATE:

3/29/2023
COMMITTEE:

Economic Development

FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSESIN OPPOSITION TOIN SUPPORT OFTESTIFYING:

WITNESS NAME

INDIVIDUAL:
WITNESS NAME:

MATTHEW S FARWIG
PHONE NUMBER:

BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME: TITLE:

ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: ZIP:

mattfarwig@gmail.com
EMAIL:

Written
ATTENDANCE:

3/29/2023 8:23 AM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.



WITNESS APPEARANCE FORM
MISSOURI HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

HB 368
BILL NUMBER: DATE:

3/29/2023
COMMITTEE:

Economic Development

FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSESIN OPPOSITION TOIN SUPPORT OFTESTIFYING:

WITNESS NAME

BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION:
WITNESS NAME:

NEAL KRODINGER
PHONE NUMBER:

636-337-2150
BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME:

SMCI
TITLE:

VICE PRESIDENT
ADDRESS:

1661 VETERANS DR.
CITY:

DESOTO
STATE:

MO
ZIP:

63020

Neal.Krodinger@smcihvac.com
EMAIL:

Written
ATTENDANCE:

3/28/2023 9:02 AM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
I am opposed to this legislation as written. There is no reason to eliminate existing or not let local
jurisdiction create their own license program.



WITNESS APPEARANCE FORM
MISSOURI HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

HB 368
BILL NUMBER: DATE:

3/29/2023
COMMITTEE:

Economic Development

FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSESIN OPPOSITION TOIN SUPPORT OFTESTIFYING:

WITNESS NAME

INDIVIDUAL:
WITNESS NAME:

PAUL HEIMANN
PHONE NUMBER:

BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME: TITLE:

ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: ZIP:

pheimann@charter.net
EMAIL:

Written
ATTENDANCE:

3/28/2023 7:44 AM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
As you know, licensing is a critical component of ensuring that professionals are qualified and
competent to provide service. However, these bills would significantly undermine the licensing
process by allowing individuals to practice without meeting the necessary standards and
qualifications.  We have individual licensing requirements in St. Louis County to ensure safety
standards are met and code are followed.  This legislation weakens our current system.  Our company
employs 100 people and continue to add more taxpaying personnel every year.  I do not want in out-of-
state contractor to be able to buy a license and take our work and weaken our local economy.



WITNESS APPEARANCE FORM
MISSOURI HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

HB 368
BILL NUMBER: DATE:

3/29/2023
COMMITTEE:

Economic Development

FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSESIN OPPOSITION TOIN SUPPORT OFTESTIFYING:

WITNESS NAME

BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION:
WITNESS NAME:

PAUL HEIMANN
PHONE NUMBER:

314-872-8070
BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME:

WELSCH HEATING AND COOLING COMPANY
TITLE:

VICE-PRESIDENT
ADDRESS:

2175 WELSCH INDUSTRIAL COURT
CITY:

SAINT LOUIS
STATE:

MO
ZIP:

63146

pheimann@welsch-heatcool.com
EMAIL:

Written
ATTENDANCE:

3/28/2023 7:58 AM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
As you know, licensing is a critical component of ensuring that professionals are qualified and
competent to provide service. However, these bills would significantly undermine the licensing
process by allowing individuals to practice without meeting the necessary standards and
qualifications.  We have individual licensing requirements in St. Louis County to ensure safety
standards are met and code are followed.  This legislation weakens our current system.  We need to
allow local jurisdictions to monitor work in their area and not let one license holder from another
region to all non-qualified individuals work with gas and flammable freons.



WITNESS APPEARANCE FORM
MISSOURI HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

HB 368
BILL NUMBER: DATE:

3/29/2023
COMMITTEE:

Economic Development

FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSESIN OPPOSITION TOIN SUPPORT OFTESTIFYING:

WITNESS NAME

BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION:
WITNESS NAME:

PAUL KLAUS
PHONE NUMBER:

314-568-2709
BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME:

LYON SHEET METAL INC
TITLE:

EVP
ADDRESS:

4085 BINGHAM AVE
CITY:

ST. LOUIS
STATE:

MO
ZIP:

63116

paul.klaus@lyonshtmtl.com
EMAIL:

Written
ATTENDANCE:

3/28/2023 8:58 AM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
Licensing is a critical component of ensuring that professionals are qualified and competent to provide
service. These bills would significantly undermine the licensing process by allowing individuals to
practice without meeting the necessary standards and qualifications.



WITNESS APPEARANCE FORM
MISSOURI HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

HB 368
BILL NUMBER: DATE:

3/29/2023
COMMITTEE:

Economic Development

FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSESIN OPPOSITION TOIN SUPPORT OFTESTIFYING:

WITNESS NAME

BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION:
WITNESS NAME:

PAUL RICHARD
PHONE NUMBER:

314-348-0694
BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME:

NATIONAL FIRE SPRINKLER ASSOCIATION
TITLE:

ST. LOUIS FIELD
OPERATIONS COORDINATOR

ADDRESS:

987 TERRY ROAD
CITY:

AUGUSTA
STATE:

MO
ZIP:

63332

richard@nfsa.org
EMAIL:

Written
ATTENDANCE:

3/28/2023 8:51 PM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
My entire life has been in service to the citizens of my community. I’ve been a firefighter for 40 years
and retired as Deputy Chief of the Pattonville Fire District.  I now serve as a volunteer firefighter in my
hometown community of Augusta. I’m the local coordinator for the National Fire Sprinkler Association
(NFSA) whose members are committed to saving lives and property through the design and installation
of fire suppression systems.    I would like to voice my opposition to HB 368, the Statewide Mechanical
Contractor Licensing Act. The bill identifies “Fire Suppression” as a trade that would be required to
obtain this proposed license.  Fire suppression and fire protection systems are an integral part of our
modern building environment.  These systems can control dust explosions, extinguish fires in our
restaurant kitchens, protect our computer rooms, lumber yards, homes, and businesses.  These are
often life safety systems that protect Missouri citizens in hospitals, apartment buildings and homes--
even while they sleep.  House Bill 368, however does not provide sufficient fire protection training,
education, or experience for the license holder to design and install these highly technical systems.
Licensure should be a way for the public to ensure that an individual or company has met testing and
competency standards based upon industry standard practices.  The elimination of proficiency testing
and apprentice/journeyman licensure, would “lower the bar” of competency for fire sprinkler installers.
When I served as fire marshal, I realized that fire inspectors need to have the confidence that the
person who completed the installation or performed a function test on a system is competent and
understanding of the system design and operation.  A certain level of trust is required between the
inspector and the installer.  Our public code officials are already overwhelmed.  Without an acceptable
level of certification and training, there could be disastrous consequences including unwanted system
activation or failure of a system to operate, causing catastrophic property damage or loss of life.
Modern fire protection systems require specific knowledge and experience which is not typical in the
other mechanical trades cited in the bill.  Fire protection licensure should specify the scope of practice
and provide for defined training and education requirements of a licensee.  These requirements in HB
368 are broad, ambiguous and undefined.  We support licensing of fire suppression contractors, but in
a more effective and meaningful manner.    We are asking that “fire suppression” be removed from the
bill.



WITNESS APPEARANCE FORM
MISSOURI HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

HB 368
BILL NUMBER: DATE:

3/29/2023
COMMITTEE:

Economic Development

FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSESIN OPPOSITION TOIN SUPPORT OFTESTIFYING:

WITNESS NAME

BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION:
WITNESS NAME:

RICHARD SHEETS
PHONE NUMBER:

573-635-9134
BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME:

MISSOURI MUNICIPAL LEAGUE
TITLE:

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
ADDRESS:

1727 SOUTHRIDGE DRIVE
CITY:

JEFFERSON CITY
STATE:

MO
ZIP:

65109

rsheets@mocities.com
EMAIL:

Written
ATTENDANCE:

3/28/2023 12:41 PM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
The Missouri Municipal League is opposed to preemption of local licensing authority.
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THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
This bill will not raise the bar for public safety in Missouri, it only lowers it in areas that have set a high
bar.  Areas like St. Louis Metro have very sophisticated mechanical systems.  The St. Louis area relies
on it's knowledgeable craftsmen (men and women) to properly install these mechanical systems for the
safety of everyone.    We have some of the best training facilities in the country.  The licensing
requirements in and around St. Louis set the bar high so systems in our area are being installed by the
most qualified mechanics.  These mechanics are installing systems that have potential for serious
health and financial consequences if not installed properly (boilers / steam systems, natural gas,
medical gas, flues (co2), public water, sewer, chemical manufacturing, pharmaceutical manufacturing,
critical cooling systems, food grade manufacturing, ... to name a few).  We need the installing
mechanics to have the necessary expertise.  Project managers & inspectors are necessary but can't
provide the quality assurance we need.   The basis of all quality management programs is to instill
quality at the installer level.  Eliminating a counties ability to set it's own quality standard is a huge
step backwards.  We need to be training mechanics to reach the bar not lower the bar so untrained
mechanics can get over it.  Some type of State Licensing would probably be good for business and
good for the State but only if it allows for local control of quality.  We have made great strides in
recognizing that the construction trades are just as important as other career choices.  College isn't for
everyone.  This bill implies that mechanical construction is a low end career that doesn't require skill
and training.  The craft licensing requirement is what distinguishes the skilled, trained mechanic from
the unskilled, untrained worker.Sincerely,Robert Grossmann
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Licensing is a critical component of ensuring that professionals are qualified and competent to provide
service. However, these bills would significantly undermine the licensing process by allowing
individuals to practice without meeting the necessary standards and qualifications
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We have a good licensure system in Springfield and wish it to remain in place. We are reluctantly a part
of this debate because we have not had any major safety concerns and don’t see the process as overly
burdensome. Should the state move to a statewide licensure system we would accept this but not
without an individual licensure for all contractors to be in place.
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