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PHONE NUMBER:
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WITNESS NAME

INDIVIDUAL:
WITNESS NAME:

ARNIE C."HONEST-ABE" DIENOFF-STATE PUBLIC ADVOCATE
PHONE NUMBER:

BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME: TITLE:

ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: ZIP:

arniedienoff@yahoo.com
EMAIL:

Written
ATTENDANCE:

3/21/2023 11:38 PM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
I am Opposed to this Bill. I feel that the Courts are a Branch of the State and County Government and
Must have the Authority to Rewrite Ballot Language and ensure Constitutional, Transparent and Fair
Elections, Under Chapter #115 of the Revised State Statue.
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MISSOURI HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

HB 391
BILL NUMBER: DATE:
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ASHTON KUEHNEL
PHONE NUMBER:

618-946-9081
BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME:

MISSOURI SIERRA CLUB
TITLE:

ORGANIZER
ADDRESS:

3438 PESTALOZZI ST
CITY:

SAINT LOUIS
STATE:

MO
ZIP:

63118

ashton.kuehnel@sierraclub.org
EMAIL:

Written
ATTENDANCE:

3/21/2023 5:44 PM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
To the Missouri House Election and Elected Officials Committee:The Missouri Sierra Club is in
opposition to House Bill 391. The Missouri Sierra Club represents over 8,000 dues-paying members
across the state who advocate for conservation, environmental, social justice, and democracy through
grassroots efforts. We believe that every voter should have all the tools to exert their constitutional
right to be involved in our democracy. Missouri's 115 year constitutional right to utilize the initiative
petition to bring policy to the people of the state is a historic treasure and allows voters to participate
in our democratic process. House Bill 391 eliminates the necessary checks and balances in our
government by prohibiting the court system from editing the summary statement and ballot language
of any ballot measure proposed by Missouri’s General Assembly.Voters are denied their right to
democratically cast their vote  when ballot language or the summary statement do not accurately
reflect the measure up for a vote. This is why we have a law in Missouri guaranteeing that the summary
statement and ballot language of initiatives cannot be deceptive or misleading, and provide a cause of
action for courts to adjudicate the sufficiency of the language. Courts should have the authority to edit
language of summary statements or ballot language that they find to be legally insufficient, deceptive
or misleading. This provides important protection for voters to have access to accurate information
about a pending measure.Respectfully, the Sierra Club Missouri Chapter urges you to vote NO on HB
391.
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CARLY FERDMAN
PHONE NUMBER:

314-993-5181
BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME:

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF JEWISH WOMEN ST. LOUIS
TITLE:

ADDRESS:

295 N. LINDBERGH BLVD.
CITY:

ST. LOUIS
STATE:

MO
ZIP:

63141

carly.ferdman@slu.edu
EMAIL:

Written
ATTENDANCE:

3/21/2023 10:38 AM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
Testimony in opposition of HB 391March 21, 2023I am submitting this testimony in opposition of HB
391 on behalf of the National Council of Jewish Women St. Louis (NCJWSTL). NCJWSTL is a non-profit
organization in metropolitan St. Louis, representing over 5,000 members and supporters throughout
the state. We focus our work on community service, advocacy, education, and philanthropy to improve
the quality of life for women, children, and families while supporting individual and civil rights, and
have been doing so since 1895. HB 391 would prohibit any court from editing the summary statement
or ballot language of any ballot measure proposed by the General Assembly. Courts would therefore be
unable to edit insufficient, deceptive, or misleading language. The courts are a critical check and
balance to the legislature, and HB 391 violates that sacred American tradition of separation of powers.
Moreover, per Missouri law, Missouri voters have the right to fair and accurate language, and HB 391
would take that right away. Lawmakers should reject efforts to make democracy more difficult for the
voters. NCJWSTL encourages you to vote no on HB 391. Thank you.
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CAROL A. SCHREIBER
PHONE NUMBER:

BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME: TITLE:

ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: ZIP:

carolschrei@gmail.com
EMAIL:

Written
ATTENDANCE:

3/20/2023 3:10 PM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
I oppose HB 391 because it allows the General Assembly to put any language they want on a ballot
issue and completely fool the voters. I have listened to legislators speak at length about the bad ballot
language on initiative petitions and that language can be changed by the courts. There must be a
mechanism to ensure that voters are not fooled by deceptive and misleading ballot language. The
courts have served in that role and should continue to serve in that role.Sincerely,Carol Schreiber
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CHELSEA NICOLE VITERI
PHONE NUMBER:

BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME: TITLE:

ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: ZIP:

viteri@wustl.edu
EMAIL:

Written
ATTENDANCE:

3/21/2023 10:13 AM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
This is a violation of the separation of powers. Our democracy relies on checks and balances. Courts
should be able to check the language of a ballot measure. If this passes, the legislature has an
outweighed power. This is highly concerning to the citizens of the state.
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DENISE LIEBERMAN
PHONE NUMBER:

314-780-1833
BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME:

MISSOURI VOTER PROTECTION COALITION
TITLE:

DIRECTOR & GENERAL
COUNSEL

ADDRESS:

6047 WATERMAN BLVD
CITY:

SAINT LOUIS
STATE:

MO
ZIP:

63112

denise@movpc.org
EMAIL:

Written
ATTENDANCE:

3/21/2023 10:31 AM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
Missouri Voter Protection Coalition submits this testimony in opposition to HB 391. HB 391 would
prohibit any court from editing the summary statement or ballot language of any ballot measure
proposed by the General Assembly.Democracy functions best when elections are fair. Voters are
denied that opportunity when ballot language or the summary statement do not accurately reflect the
measure up for a vote. This is why we have law in Missouri guaranteeing that the summary statement
and ballot language of initiatives cannot be deceptive or misleading, and provide a cause of action for
courts to adjudicate the sufficiency of the language. Courts should have the authority to edit language
of summary statements or ballot language that they find to be legally insufficient, deceptive or
misleading. This provides important protection for voters to have access to accurate information about
a pending measure.Accordingly, the Missouri Voter Protection Coalition urges this committee to vote
NO on HB 391. Denise Lieberman, Director & General CounselMissouri Voter Protection Coalition6047
Waterman Blvd.St. Louis, MO 63112denise@movpc.org(314) 780-1833www.movpc.org
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DON CROZIER
PHONE NUMBER:

BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME: TITLE:

ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: ZIP:

doncrozier@gmail.com
EMAIL:

Written
ATTENDANCE:

3/20/2023 11:33 PM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
In many bills, the partisan nature of the legislature comes through in the ballot language. I've seen
many instances from both parties where the ballot language was purposely deceitful. Courts must have
the authority to edit language of summary statements or ballot language that they find to be legally
insufficient, deceptive or misleading.
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ELIZABETH FRANKLIN
PHONE NUMBER:
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ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: ZIP:

eafrank711@gmail.com
EMAIL:

Written
ATTENDANCE:

3/21/2023 10:37 AM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
My name is Elizabeth Franklin, Plattsburg MO and I am submitting the following regarding House Bill
391.  I do not support this House Bill and am respectively submitting testimony in opposition.  It is
unclear why the sponsor would suggest initiative petition ballot language prepared by the General
Assembly should be “exempt” from judicial oversight.  Trying to remove the judicial branch from
General Assembly oversight removes the checks and balances of our courts.  It is imperative that
neutral judges have the ability to oversee and if necessary, correct misleading and deceptive language
ballot language.  It’s disingenuous for the General Assembly to exempt themselves from oversight by
the judicial branch of government.  I strongly urge you to vote NO on this misguided bill.Thank you for
the opportunity to submit testimony.
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EMILY ALFORD
PHONE NUMBER:

BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME: TITLE:

ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: ZIP:

mayhemily@gmail.com
EMAIL:

Written
ATTENDANCE:

3/20/2023 1:27 PM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
This bill is a blatant attempt to undermine the democratic system of our state and increase the
likelihood of misleading voters with ballot language. It is the responsibility of our elected officials to
represent the whole and to make decisions based on the good of the whole, not destroy the system for
their personal or political benefit.
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GETTA R. HALL
PHONE NUMBER:

BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME: TITLE:

ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: ZIP:

getta_hall@yahoo.com
EMAIL:

Written
ATTENDANCE:

3/20/2023 11:12 AM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
Good Day,A fully-paid Golden Life member of both the NAACP and THE Delta Sigma Theta Sorority,
Inc., a public service sisterhood founded on Christian principles, I have visited the Missouri Capitol
several times over the years.  I traveled from Kansas City as part of our Social Action Committee’s
annual Delta Days at the Missouri State Capital.   More recently, I was an advocate of Medicaid
Expansion.  Established in 1913 at Howard University in Washington, DC,  Delta’s first social action
was marching down Pennsylvania Avenue for women’s suffrage.Communities Creating Opportunities
and other community and faith-based organizations sponsored several bus trips to the Missouri State
Capital in Jefferson City in support of Medicaid Expansion for citizens caught in the Affordable Health
Care gap.I was impressed with the historic art and accessibility to the legislative process. The
hallowed halls contained pictures of public servants I respect such as Senator Yvonne Wilson and
Representatives Mary Groves Bland, Bill Gray, Jackie McGee and others.  Most legislators live up to
their title, The Honorable.    Years before, I wrote to The Honorable John Ashcroft, Missouri’s 50th
Governor (1984-1993) who went on to serve as US Senator (1995-2001) and 79th US Attorney General,
aka Justice Dept CEO (2001-2005).  I urged him to sign the bill on his desk passed by a progressive
Missouri House and Senate to divest Missouri funds in an international response to apartheid in South
Africa and then enforce the law he signed when the MOSERS (MO State Employees Retirement System)
Board refused to comply 5 years later.  I was surprised, both times, he did the honorable thing after I
appealed to him citing Old Testament references in the name of Jesus.  I supposed as a Republican, he
would not sign the Democratic led divestment bill into law.  Little did I know, he was the son of a
Pentecostal preacher and was not Jewish as I assumed.  I try to leave judging people to the Lord God
Almighty now.Nobel Peace Prize Winner, Archbishop Desmond Tutu visited UMKC and praised
Missouri’s forward thinking in this important fight for human rights.  Divestment did not cost the state
any money as was predicted.  In fact, funds increased.  Nelson Mandela, another Nobel Peace Prize
Winner, was subsequently released from prison after 27 years and went on to vote for the first time in a
presidential election he won.  GLORY TO GOD.I do not understand why Medicaid Expansion did not
pass the Missouri legislature.  How could a state legislators refuse billion$ of federal funding to comply
with the spirit of federal law in deference to public health?  Your health care is partially funded by the
taxpayers in the gap!!! Many benefited from Affordable Health Care (aka, Obama Care) especially
during the COVID-19 pandemic.  Missouri has profitted from the influx of federal funding as one of the
39 Medicaid Expansion states.  Despite many challenges, “it is notable that almost 300,000 people have
applied for the Medicaid expansion in one year and evidence suggests that many if not most of these
individuals were uninsured before receiving the expansion coverage and may never have had
insurance before.” – Washington University – St. Louis Institute for Public Health. (November 29, 2022)
THE PETITION INITIATIVE PROCESS MUST BE MAINTAINED AS IS.  It is an important check to the
partisan politics I saw evident in Medicaid Expansion which required Supreme Court intervention to be



enacted.  The failure of a partisan Missouri legislature to act in the best interests of our citizenry was
countered by this process to get the issue on the ballot and passed with the current percentage of
signatures in the current number of Congressional Districts with the current simple majority.  HJR-18, -
24, -25, -28, -29, -30 and  -43 and HB-391, -703 and -780 are not in the best interests of our democracy.
The process which already exists requires a high thresh hold of signatures and has served us well.  A
two-thirds majority on any ballot decision or election is unrealistic.  How many legislators could garner
2/3 of the vote from their constituencies to hold office?Amazed by His Grace,Sis. Getta R. Hall
(pronounced        “  G ” as in Glory - “Ta” - “Hall” as in Hallelujah(816)-483-9759   -
getta_hall@yahoo.comACA Medicaid expansion in Missouri [Updated 2022 Guide]
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GINA MEYER
PHONE NUMBER:
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CITY: STATE: ZIP:

jemeyer1955@comcast.net
EMAIL:

Written
ATTENDANCE:

3/20/2023 12:50 PM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
I oppose HB 391 because it goes against our system of checks and balances. We need to respect one
branch of government’s (judicial) check over another (legislative). If the legislature rescinds  this
check, it is a blatant power grab on their part.
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PHONE NUMBER:
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EMAIL:

Written
ATTENDANCE:

3/20/2023 3:41 PM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
I oppose HB 391. Courts should have the authority to edit inaccurate or misleading ballot language.
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JEANETTE MOTT OXFORD
PHONE NUMBER:

314-775-3261
REPRESENTING:

PARAQUAD, INC.
TITLE:

PUBLIC POLICY & ADVOCACY
MANAGER

ADDRESS:

5240 OAKLAND AVENUE
CITY:

ST. LOUIS
STATE:

MO
ZIP:

63110

joxford@paraquad.org
EMAIL:

Written
ATTENDANCE:

3/20/2023 12:51 PM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
HB 391 would infringe on an important building block of U.S. democracy, the principle of “checks and
balances.” The executive, legislative, and judiciary branches of government are to have equal power
and voice in the U.S. and in Missouri if we are a healthy democracy. No court could edit the summary
statement or ballot language of any ballot measure proposed by the General Assembly if HB 391
passes. What if the General Assembly passes language that is legally insufficient, deceptive, or
misleading? In those cases, the executive branch and the judiciary branch must have the ability to
protect the public. Voters deserve accurate information about a ballot measure.Paraquad is one of the
oldest and largest independent living centers in the country.  Centers for Independent Living are
unique because more than 50% of our board and staff are people with disabilities. To carry out our
mission, it is essential that the voices of personally impacted people be heard, and it is also essential
that people with disabilities be heard and valued in local, state, and federal government proceedings.
Protecting the right and the responsibility to fully participate in democracy is vital to us, including the
right to vote and the principle of one person=one vote.We ask that you vote NO on HB 391, and I
welcome your questions.
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JENNIFER RAE STEPHENSON
PHONE NUMBER:
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CITY: STATE: ZIP:

realjennyrae@gmail.com
EMAIL:

Written
ATTENDANCE:

3/21/2023 10:36 AM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
Madam Chair and members of the committee, my name is Jennifer Stephenson, and I want to voice my
opposition to HB 391. Removing the ability for courts to provide checks and balances on the IP
process is extremely dangerous and is designed to mislead citizens. Both parties propose slanted and
misleading language for bills, prompting voters to make uninformed decisions while in the voting
booth. This violates our right to fair and accurate language according to Missouri law, and places more
power in the hands of dishonest politicians. Passing this bill would lead to legislation put in place by
deception, rather than the support of Missouri citizens. Therefore, I oppose HB 391 to protect Missouri
elections.
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JOAN GENTRY
PHONE NUMBER:

BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME: TITLE:
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CITY: STATE: ZIP:

joangentry2012@gmail.com
EMAIL:

Written
ATTENDANCE:

3/20/2023 9:57 AM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
Dear Committee Members,Please vote NO on HB 391.  This kind of control over ballot language lends
itself to  the easy manipulation of voters simply because the language describing a bill can be
politically misleading.  The very fact that this bill is up for a hearing makes one believe that the intent is
to be able to mislead the voter by misrepresenting what the real intent of a bill might be.Vote NO.Joan
Gentry, Springfield MO
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JUDITH CAMPBELL
PHONE NUMBER:

BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME: TITLE:

ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: ZIP:

jacampbell314@gmail.com
EMAIL:

Written
ATTENDANCE:

3/20/2023 4:27 PM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
I oppose HB 391 the courts should have the ultimate authority on any ballot language and not the
General Assembly.Thank you.
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LAURA MARCUS MOUNTJOY
PHONE NUMBER:

BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME: TITLE:

ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: ZIP:

Lmmountjoy@gmail.com
EMAIL:

Written
ATTENDANCE:

3/20/2023 11:47 AM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
I urge you to vote no on HB 391. Once again, legislation is being advanced that shows disregard for the
citizens of MO. Not allowing ballot language to be revised is akin to distrusting the voices of the
citizens of our state. We have checks and balances in our government for a reason, and being able to
speak through the courts when the SOS language isn't clear is one of those balances.
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LORI M MARTIN
PHONE NUMBER:

BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME: TITLE:

ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: ZIP:

ptmartin@charter.net
EMAIL:

Written
ATTENDANCE:

3/20/2023 1:05 PM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
Please do not add this language. The public needs to have some redress if bills are poorly formed by
the legislature and need to be able to keep a robust ballot initiative petition. We don't need to put any
more power in the hands of the legislature; citizens need to have some way to ask to have a bill written
in language we can understand and we need to be able to petition as needed.
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MAGGIE EDMONDSON
PHONE NUMBER:

REPRESENTING:

PRO CHOICE MISSOURI
TITLE:

ADDRESS:

1210 S VANDEVENTER AVE
CITY:

ST. LOUIS
STATE:

MO
ZIP:

63110

maggie@prochoicemissouri.org
EMAIL:

Written
ATTENDANCE:

3/20/2023 12:46 PM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
Chair, Vice-Chair, members of the committee; thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony today
in opposition to HB 391– A retaliatory Attack on the people of Missouri’s participation in the Initiative
Petition process. Pro-Choice Missouri works to protect and expand every Missourians’ right to bodily
autonomy, to access essential reproductive healthcare, to access accurate information to make the
best decisions for ourselves and our families, and to parent our children in safety and dignity.
Moreover, we work to ensure reproductive justice for all Missourians, which involves advocating to
reduce disparities based on race, income level, insurance coverage status, and other factors.The
measure is retaliatory to the millions of voters who voted in favor of medical marijuana, ethics reform,
medicaid expansion, and so much more. Further, the increased attacks in this 2023 legislative session
are a direct response to the overwhelming number of voters across five states who voted to protect
and expand access to abortion in the 2022 Midterm election. Abortion access wins at the ballot. The
majority of Missourians, 7 in 10, do NOT support political interference in abortion access. Missourians
deserve MORE than power hungry politicians utilizing their positions of power to undo the will of the
people they purport to represent. These measures will have lasting negative impacts in Missouri. Pro-
Choice Missouri, representing more than 60,000 members across the state, opposes the advancement
of this bill and urges you to vote NO. Thank you.
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MARILYN A MCLEOD
PHONE NUMBER:

314-961-6869
BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME:

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MISSOURI
TITLE:

PRESIDENT
ADDRESS:
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Written
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3/21/2023 6:10 PM
SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
This bill provides that no court shall have the authority to edit the summary statement or ballot
language of any ballot measure proposed by the General Assembly. One of the most fundamental
doctrines of American law and tradition is the system of checks and balances between the different
branches of government.There have been ballot measures proposed by the General Assembly that
have unfortunately been misleading. A recent example was Amendment #4 in the November 2022
election which was about the Kansas City Police Department but there was no mention of that in the
ballot language; it simply said, “a city”. Many citizens were not aware of the actual intent of the ballot
measure and its derivation when they voted on it. Although HB391 recognizes that there could be court
challenges to ballot language proposed by the General Assembly, it would require that the re-wording
be done by either the General Assembly or the Secretary of State. This would permanently delete the
effective oversight of the courts, a politically independent part of our system of governmental checks
and balances, and their ability to address misleading ballot language. This is an important protection
for voters to have access to accurate information about a pending measure.  Clear ballot language is
important to representational government. We don't want citizens to be misled and later regret how
they voted on a ballot measure.The League of Women Voters of Missouri goes on record in opposition
to HB391.Marilyn McLeodPresidentLeague of Women Voters of Missouri
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Written
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THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
I strongly oppose HB 391 and urge a no vote because our courts should have the authority to protect
MO voters in the case of summary statements or ballot language that is misleading, deceptive, or
legally insufficient.
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Written
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THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
The courts, an independent 3rd branch of our government, should retain the authority to edit language
of summary statements or ballot language that they find to be legally insufficient, deceptive or
misleading, as it pertains to Initiative Petition information that comes from the Secretary of State's
Office.  The General Assembly should NOT be given the sole power to determine the language of an
Initiative Petition ballot measure.
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Written
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THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
I am writing to oppose HB 391 (Sponsor: Murphy.) I am a Missouri constituent and voter and HB 391
would hurt the ability of the courts to ensure that I and my fellow Missourians are accurately informed
about pending measures on ballots. HB 391 would prohibit any court from editing the summary
statement or ballot language of ballot measures proposed by the General Assembly, even in cases
where a legal court is able to determine that the language is insufficient or even deceptive. HB 301 thus
has grave potential to harm voters and to harm the democratic process. I urge our Missouri
representatives to oppose HB 391.
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Written
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THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
I am writing to oppose HB391 because taking away the ability of a court to edit or modify the language
of the summary statement or ballot language is anti-democratic. Both the Attorney General's office and
the General Assembly are served by politicians whose allegiance will be to their own party above
anything else. The party not represented in this scenario will be poorly served, and there is great
potential for someone to vote for something that they actually oppose. A nonpartisan court stakes its
reputation on being impartial and is therefore more qualified than a politician to clarify summary
statements and ballot language that might confuse the layperson--which most voters are. The court
should always been an option for editing and modifying summary statements and ballot language.
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Written
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THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
Pat Bartholome, representing League of Women Voters of Kansas City, opposes HB 391.  Any
legislation that interferes with the rights of citizens to vote is wrong and clearly unconstitutional.  The
general assembly does not have the right to interfere with the court ruling on ballot language if it is
ruled to be erroneous or misleading in any way.  The legislative branch has no constitutional right to
interfere with the actions of the judiciary.  Thank you for accepting my testimony on HB 391.  Pat
Bartholome



WITNESS APPEARANCE FORM
MISSOURI HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

HB 391
BILL NUMBER: DATE:

3/21/2023
COMMITTEE:

Elections and Elected Officials

FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSESIN OPPOSITION TOIN SUPPORT OFTESTIFYING:

WITNESS NAME

INDIVIDUAL:
WITNESS NAME:

PEGGY PLACIER
PHONE NUMBER:

BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME: TITLE:

ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: ZIP:

pplacier@centurylink.net
EMAIL:

Written
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THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
Please stop trying to control the ballot initiative process. This process provides freedom for citizens
who think the General Assembly does nor represent most of us. I thought you believed in citizens. Or
do you just believe in control?
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THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
Checks and balances are what our democracy is based on.  Removing the option of review of the ballot
language by the judicial branch removes those checks and balances.  This is a clear instance of
legislative branch overreach.
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Written
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SUBMIT DATE:

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
Courts need to have the authority to ensure all ballot language is legally sufficient for full
understanding of what a yes or not vote would mean on the voting o a measure. These ballot
explanations are sometimes midleading and confusing. The courts are a balance of the power for the
General Assemply and should not be prevented from clarifying a measure's language, protecting
voters from misleading information.
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THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
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Written
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THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
This bill takes away protections for voters to have clear, transparent ballot language to make informed
decisions.
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Written
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THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
HB 391 would give the General Assembly a license to lie.  I don't trust the General Assembly not to lie.
Nobody should, with good reason.
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Written
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THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
Missouri voters have the right to clear and non-misleading ballot language. If court challenges are
outlawed, nefarious manipulations can escalate. Please do not advance this bill.
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Written
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THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
Ballot titles and language can frame the way voters perceive an issue. The courts’ safeguards are
necessary to ensure fair and unbiased presentation of ballot issues.
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Written
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THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
The ACLU of Missouri (ACLU-MO) submits this testimony in opposition to HB 391, which would
prohibit the judiciary from curing insufficient or misleading ballot summary statements or ballot
language of any ballot measure proposed by the legislature.This bill, if passed, would severely limit the
foundational principles of checks and balances and separation of powers in our system of state
governance. As one of our three branches of government, the Missouri judiciary should have the
power and authority to edit language of summary statements and ballot language that it finds to be
legally insufficient, deceptive, or misleading.Ballot measures must be presented in a clear manner. It is
the responsibility of the judiciary to determine whether the proposed language is fair or deceptive.
Accordingly, we urge to vote NO on HB 391.
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Written
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THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.


