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THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.

The adolescent brain has a developing prefrontal cortex until the mid to late twenties. | have personally
witnessed the harm that tobacco can cause on a teenager's life. Tobacco and nicotine products will
cloud a person's better judgment and control their life. | withessed a teenager who was already
struggling, in school and with personal decisions, get addicted to tobacco products. This caused
reckless behavior, depression, failing grades and distance from family and close friends. They became
addicted to drugs around the age of 15. Now they are almost 19, they work at a vape shop, and
unfortunately still smoke tobacco. They have refused help and have become controlled by tobacco and
nicotine products. They have given up their future of college. After having witnessed this | know how
harmful these products are, therefore if these products were less accessible to teenagers it would
lower the risk of becoming addicted at a younger age and saving their futures.Abby Beachler, 8th
Grade, Walden Middle School
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ALICE MAY NORRIS

BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME: TITLE:
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EMAIL: . ATTENDANCE: SUBMIT DATE:;
la31norris@gmail.com Written 3/28/2023 2:38 PM
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We need to do everything possible to keep our children safe
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ANNA TUCKER

BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME: TITLE:
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annajeantucker8@gmail.com Written 3/28/2023 2:59 PM
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I’ve always been the kind of person who easily said no to drugs and alcohol. It simply just wasn’t my
thing. That’s why | didn’t understand how horrible the access ability was until | was in high school.
When | walk into the bathroom at school, | smell vapes instantly. When | get into 60% of my friends'
vehicles, their tobacco products are sitting in their cup holders. And believe it or not, I'm selective with
my friends and what they do. It is far too easy for students my age to obtain these items and something
needs to be done about it. Anna Tucker, 12th grace, Lawson High School
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arniedienoff@yahoo.com Written 3/29/2023 11:40 PM

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.

am in Support of this Bill and the Changes to the Tobacco Product Age and Sale Regulations. For ANY
Tobacco related Product, the age shall be 21 to purchase and to consume. The Division of Tobacco and
Liquor Control of the Missouri Department of Public Safety NEED additional Agents and Investigators
to perform the Duties and Enforce the Laws.
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BRIAN BERNSKOETTER 573-619-6040
REPRESENTING: TITLE:

MISSOURI ACADEMY OF FAMILY PHYSICIANS

ADDRESS:
101 EAST HIGH

CITY: STATE: ZIP:
JEFFERSON CITY MO 65109
EMAIL: ATTENDANCE: SUBMIT DATE:
brianb@swllc.us.com Written 3/29/2023 1:18 PM

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
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CTergin@jeffersoncitymo.gov Written 3/28/2023 8:13 PM
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I would like to provide written testimony in favor of HB 517 and HB 124 to preserve local T21
ordinances, require tobacco retailers to be licensed, and stiffen penalties for selling to underage
youth. Jefferson City enacted a T21 ordinance years ago and it is important to strengthen laws
pertaining to this issue. Thank you, Mayor Carrie Tergin
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Dear Chair Murphy and Members of the Committee:My name is Christy Inskip. | was born and raised in
Missouri, plan to raise my family here, and | support both HB 124 and HB 517. | used to work for a local
public health department in another state providing technical assistance to local jurisdictions that
wanted to adopt evidence-based tobacco prevention ordinances, including Tobacco 21, to protect the
children in their communities from the predatory tactics of the Tobacco Industry to hook the next
generation and sentence them to a lifetime of addiction. Our children have the right to grow up in a
community where they can live healthy, prosperous lives free of addiction. Vaping has risen at an
alarming rate in Missouri — over 91% among high school students from 2017-2019. More than 1 in 5 are
vaping. My 13 and 15 year old nephews told me it seems like most of their classmates are vaping. My
13 year old nephew said that kids vape in class as a game to see how many times they can "hit" the
vape without getting caught. Many of the youth who use nicotine products acquire a lifelong,
debilitating, and deadly addiction. About 128,000 kids currently under age 18 in Missouri will die early
from tobacco, contributing to what tobacco is costing Missourians every year - $3.5 billion in health
care costs, $693 million in Medicaid costs, and $7.1 billion in lost productivity, all related to
tobacco.Due to the limitations and inadequacy of the federal Tobacco 21 law, not all tobacco retailers
are checked for compliance with minimum legal sales age laws, and those that are checked are not
checked every year. Therefore, many tobacco retailers in Missouri continue to sell addictive tobacco
products to underage children, and 30 local jurisdictions sought to address this by adopting a Tobacco
21 ordinance, which allows them to hold tobacco retailers accountable who sell to underage children.
However, these 30 jurisdictions tend to be in more urban areas, leaving children in more rural areas
unprotected. A state Tobacco 21 law could hold all tobacco retailers accountable for breaking the law
and stop them from selling deadly, addictive products to underage children across Missouri. While a
state Tobacco 21 law is essential to protect our children, it is important that it does not preempt or take
control away from local jurisdictions from adopting additional tobacco sales restrictions that will help
them further protect the children in their communities from the predatory tactics of the Tobacco
Industry. It is also important to simultaneously adopt tobacco retail licensing, which would provide
license fees to fund implementation and enforcement of the Tobacco 21 and licensing programs and a
penalty structure to hold law-breaking retailers accountable. Both HB 124 and HB 517 have elements
of an effective policy, include tobacco retail licensing, and they would not preempt local jurisdictions
from passing additional tobacco sales restrictions to protect their children.HB 124 and HB 517 would
also update Missouri’s outdated, confusing minimum legal sales age law of 18, which still requires
posting of no sales under age 18 signage, even though federally the age is 21 and age 21 signs are
required, further confusing retailers, and bring Missouri in line with the federal law and the 41 other
states that have already passed Tobacco 21. HB 124 and HB 517 have the same language and could be
combined. | strongly urge you to support the language in House Bills 124 / 517.Thank you for your



consideration,Christy Inskip
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3/29/2023 12:00 AM
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HEIDI GEISBUHLER SUTHERLAND
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MISSOURI CHAMBER OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY
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3/29/2023 12:00 AM
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JACK ALLMEROTH 573-508-4858

BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME: TITLE:
COUNCIL FOR DRUG FREE YOUTH

ADDRESS:
5804 PEBBLE CREEK

CITY: STATE: ZIP:
JEFFERSON CITY Mo 65101
EMAIL: ATTENDANCE: SUBMIT DATE:

3/29/2023 12:00 AM
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ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: ZIP;
EMAIL: ATTENDANCE: SUBMIT DATE;
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As the child of two physicians, one of whom was an Internist with a specialty in Public Health, and, for
more than a decade, a County Commissioner facing the lack of adequate health care resources for my
community, | write in support of HB 124 and HB 517. Last night | attended a meeting in Centralia which
focused on health care and a portion of the discussion focused on the use by minors of tobacco
products. In a time in which health care resources are woefully inadequate, we cannot diminish local
authorities' capacity to protect their children against known causes of a panoply of health issues.
Further, this bipartisan legislation would put Missouri in line with the majority of states and the experts
in the field.
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JENNA WINTEMBERG
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j.jordan.mizzou@gmail.com Written 3/27/2023 4:29 PM
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Please accept my testimony in support of HB124/HB517. This bill would put Missouri in line with
federal law and the 41 other states who have passed Tobacco 21. It would also retain local control of
tobacco products. Raising the minimum legal sales age (MLSA) to 21 years, will help prevent and
reduce tobacco product use among Missouri youth. In addition, setting the MLSA for tobacco products
to 21 years will harmonize tobacco and alcohol sales, which would streamline enforcement.
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This would put Missouri law in line with Federal tobacco 21 laws. This would be less confusing to
retailers and consumers. | recently completed tobacco retailer education visits to retailers in the
Smithville area and having to provide them with both a Missouri sign that states 18+ and a federal sign
that states 21+ was really frustrating and confusing to all of us. Since they have to enforce the federal
law anyway, because of the supremacy clause, we need to eliminate the conflicting laws still on the
book in Missouri that are causing this ridiculous expense, confusion and inconvenience. Missouri
looks ridiculous because they haven't solved for this gap yet.
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JOHANNA JEYARAJ
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jki97c@missouri.edu In-Person 3/27/2023 7:42 PM
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This piece of legislation would keep tobacco/nicotine products away from individuals under age 21,
while also penalizing sellers who attempt to sell to younger individuals.
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| attended the hearing this morning but had to leave before reconvening due to academic obligations. |
am in support of both of these tobacco bills because they will finally align the state of Missouri’s
legislation with federal and local policies. When | was 17, | was part of a local movement in Joplin, MO
(my hometown) to raise the age from 18 to 21. The reason | joined this movement in the first place was
that | have personally witnessed the significant toll that vaping and e-cigarette usage has taken on my
generation. Throughout high school, | saw peers start vaping as sophomores in high school because a
senior (who was 18) handed them a device. | have seen these devices increase symptoms of anxiety
and depression in my close friends. Also, as a current medical student, | have extensive concern over
the ingredients in the vapes and their flavors, let alone combustible products. These ingredients are
toxic and abrasive to the lungs and can cause no shortage of diseases. One thing that | wanted to
address from the committee’s questions is that increasing the age and ensuring that retailers ID their
clients can provide very significant deterrents against usage. | have friends who ended up quitting
because it was so much harder for them to find nicotine products, and they decided that it wasn’t
worth driving so far away or spending more money to get them. Decreasing access is even more
important because it attempts to compensate for the years of targeted tobacco corporation marketing
toward my generation. A generation that was supposed to be the first nicotine-free generation. | hope
for these reasons that you will move this legislation forward so we can finally be in alignment with
federal protocol and protect adolescents in our state from the impact of tobacco and nicotine products.
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Kids at my school are constantly vaping, and doing so unabashedly. The bathrooms are constantly
masked in smog, and a vague scent of mint hangs in the air. | dislike using public bathrooms already,
and | positively hate using it at the same time as the kids who vape. Tobacco 21 would reduce the
accessibility of vape and tobacco products, and free up bathrooms for their intended purpose.Jonas
Beckham, 11th grade, Smithville High School, Smithville MO
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KATHERINE ROLING 573-680-5537
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COUNCIL FOR DRUG FREE YOUTH YOUTH COMMITTEE MEMBER
ADDRESS:

6323 ROLING ROAD

CITY: STATE: ZIP:
JEFFERSON CITY Mo 65101
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3/29/2023 12:00 AM
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MISSOURI HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WITNESS APPEARANCE FORM

BILL NUMBER: DATE:
HB 517 3/29/2023
COMMITTEE:

Government Efficiency and Downsizing
TESTIFYING: [YIINSUPPORTOF [ ]INOPPOSITIONTO [ |FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES

WITNESS NAME

INDIVIDUAL.:
WITNESS NAME: PHONE NUMBER:
LAURA BRUCE
BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION NAME: TITLE:
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laura.sustad@gmail.com Written 3/28/2023 9:47 PM
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| support this legislation because Tobacco 21 protects retailers, youth and our community.
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ALL IN CLAYTON COALITION
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1 MARK TWAIN CIRCLE

CITY: STATE: ZIP:
CLAYTON MO 63105
EMAIL: ATTENDANCE: SUBMIT DATE;
lilischliesser@claytonschools.net Written 3/29/2023 8:01 AM

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.

Tobacco 21 is an important component of a comprehensive public health approach to reducing
tobacco use. Increasing the age of sale for tobacco products from 18 to 21 not only aligns with the
federal minimum age but will also help save lives. A 2015 report from the National Academy of
Medicine revealed that "Tobacco 21" laws would prevent deaths and reduce lung cancer rates.
Additionally, waiting until 21 to use tobacco can help young people avoid addiction, reduce health
risks, and make more informed decisions about their health.
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THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.

This bill regarding Tobacco 21 is imperative to the health and safety of teens in our community. | have
observed the detrimental impacts of substance use on teens in my school and district, and know that a
change must be made on a higher level to counteract these negative impacts. The substance use has
become bad enough in my school that administration frequently has to close the bathrooms during
passing time, and we are only allowed two bathroom breaks a day for no more than 10 minutes each.
This impacts everyone in the school, even the students that do not participate in substance use. On
top of this, my younger sisters have shared with me how in their middle school, vaping has become
such a problem that they are now only allowed 10 passes a month. | think that if this bill regarding
Tobacco 21 were to be passed, students would have decreased access to these products, and thus
would be less likely to bring them to a school environment.”Scout Colvin, 11th grade, Park Hill South
High School
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3/29/2023 12:00 AM
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TIMOTHY FABER 573-480-2704
REPRESENTING: TITLE:

MISSOURI BAPTIST CONVENTION
ADDRESS:

400 E. HIGH ST.

CITY: STATE: ZIP:
JEFFERSON CITY Mo 65101
EMAIL: ATTENDANCE: SUBMIT DATE:

3/29/2023 12:00 AM

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.
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CHARLES ANDY ARNOLD 314-971-1000

REPRESENTING: TITLE:

HUB, INC. REGISLATERED LOBBYIST
ADDRESS:

POB 161

CITY: STATE: ZIP:
WRIGHT CITY MO 63390

EMAIL: ATTENDANCE: SUBMIT DATE:
caarnold@arnoldlobby.com Written 3/29/2023 7:18 AM

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.

Oppose the bill in that it is a tax increase as it reclassifies vapor products as "other tobacco products™
therefore subjecting vapor products to the 10% of invoice "other tobacco products" tax. The Bill also
requires any seller, provider or distributor of tobacco products to get a new license from Alcohol &
Tobacco Control. There is no delineation that such license is for retail sales, so wholesaler/distributors
who are already heavily regulated by Dept of Revenue will have to get this additional license too.
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REGISTERED LOBBYIST:

WITNESS NAME: PHONE NUMBER:
DAVID SAMUEL OVERFELT 573-230-6006
REPRESENTING: TITLE:

MISSOURI RETAILERS ASSOCIATION; MISSOURI GROCERS PRESIDENT
ASSOCIATION

ADDRESS:

PO 1336, 618 E CAPITOL

CITY: STATE: ZIP:
JEFFERSON CITY/MO/65101 MO 65102
EMAIL: ATTENDANCE: SUBMIT DATE:
dave@moretailers.com Written 3/27/2023 11:53 AM

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.

We oppose the addition of a tobacco license as well as changing the penalties and suspensions for
inadvertent sales to minors under 21 as well as the removal of the sections that create a minor defense
for owners of establishments that sell tobacco.
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REGISTERED LOBBYIST:
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RON LEONE 573-864-5189
REPRESENTING: TITLE:

MPCA - MO PETROLEUM & CONVENIENCE ASSOCIATION

ADDRESS:
205 E CAPITOL AVE

CITY: STATE: ZIP:
JEFFERSON CITY MO 65101
EMAIL: ATTENDANCE: SUBMIT DATE:

ron@mpca.org Written 3/29/2023 12:35 PM

THE INFORMATION ON THIS FORM IS PUBLIC RECORD UNDER CHAPTER 610, RSMo.

The identical bills are far more about unreasonably regulating a lawful product, with the ultimate long
term goal of prohibition, than they are about Tobacco 21.




