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Dear Representative Kelly:                                                             March 22, 2023I am writing in support of
HB 594 which is regarding the Do-Not-Resuscitate (DNR) law for EMT’s and paramedics.  While this bill
has focused on children, it also contains needed language to support difficult decisions for adults. HB
594 contains the necessary changes to assure consumers directives are honored. In addition the bill
provides clarity and liability protection for EMTs and paramedics who are responsible for transporting
someone needing care. The most glaring challenge in Missouri is the state only recognizes the
Missouri Out of Hospital DNR form.  However, there are other regional and nationally recognized DNR
forms that can be used but do not allow for ambulance indemnity.  Additionally HB 594 provides for
reciprocity of neighboring state which meet the standards of Missouri law.  Working at BJC in St Louis
as Director of Post-Acute Care, it is not uncommon to care for Illinois patients or even Missouri
patients who have advance directives such as TPOPP/POLST that cannot be honored due to the
current requirements for only the Missouri OHDNR.  When faced with such forms, I personally have
witnessed situations in which EMTs/paramedics must ignore well thought out advance directives that
would be honored in a neighboring state, or even in Missouri with TPOPP/POLST, resulting in care
given that was not concordant with patient’s directly stated desires to not undergo cardiopulmonary
resuscitation (CPR).  This has resulted in even terminally ill / hospice patients undergoing CPR, all
because they did not have the OHDNR form, but instead a document that meets the intent of the law
but is currently not afforded ambulance indemnity.We respectfully ask for your support for HB
594.Charles Crecelius MD PhD CMD FACPMedical Director, BJC Medical Group Post-AcuteAssociate
Clinical Professor Washington University Geriatrics
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I am highly Opposed to this Bill. Children under the Age of 18 do not have the mind capacity to make
these adult and life  result issues or decisions. I believe in life at all cost and this is an "Anti-Life Bill."
Vote and Defeat this awful Bill. Support Life!
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I am Opposed to this Bill and it's intent. Children under 18-Can NOT decide nor have the capacity to
decide for themselves. This is a wrong bill and goes against the Sanctity of Life and Value of Life.
Defeat this Bill in it's tracks!


