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Date: February 9, 2023 To: Chairman McGirl and Members, House Ways and Means
CommitteeFrom: Amber Smith, Affordable Housing Policy Manager, Empower MissouriRe:

Support for HJR 15 and HJR 17Founded in 1901, Empower Missouri is the largest anti-
poverty advocacy organization in the state. As part of our work, we organize a statewide Affordable
Housing Coalition. This coalition is made up of individuals and organizations who are working to
ensure every Missourian has access to safe, affordable, stable housing. On behalf of our staff, board,
and coalition members, | support both HJR 15 and HJR 17. Among older adults, poverty is linked to an
increased risk of disability, physical and cognitive decline and homelessness. Lower socioeconomic
status is proven to be a determinant of many of the health problems that emerge at older ages. A do-
pass vote on these bills would provide much needed relief to those that need it most.Many of
Missouri’s seniors are living on fixed incomes, and are not in a position to manage higher property tax
bills. Seniors are less likely to be able to supplement their income through extra work to cover the
increased cost of living, especially given the economic trends and uncertainties we’ve seen since 2020.
HJR 17’s protection from rising assessments offer peace of mind that seniors will not be pushed out of
their homes because of an increase in valuation. HJR 15’s tax exemption would provide much needed
relief for our low-income senior households. Hundreds of thousands of people will be positively
impacted by these changes. There are over 1 million seniors (65+) living in Missouri, close to 18% of
our state’s total population. 9 out of 10 live below the poverty level (1). We appreciate Representatives
Kalberloh and Representative Seitz’s leadership in introducing these bills and urge you to support their
approval. (1) - https://mcdc.missouri.edu/applications/acs/profiles/report.php?period=1&g=04000US29
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I am in favor of this Bill and the Vote of the People!
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| fully support this bill.
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