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SECOND REGULAR SESSION

HOUSE BILL NO. 1833

102ND GENERAL ASSEMBLY

INTRODUCED BY REPRESENTATIVE MCMULLEN.

3433H.011 DANA RADEMAN MILLER, Chief Clerk

AN ACT

To repeal section 115.642, RSMo, and to enact in lieu thereof one new section relating to
election crimes.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Section 115.642, RSMo, is repealed and one new section enacted in lieu
thereof, to be known as section 115.642, to read as follows:

115.642. 1. [Any-persenrmayfte-acomplaintwvith-the-seeretary-of statestatingthe
jary:] There is hereby
created the "Office of Election Crimes and Security" within the office of the secretary of
state. The secretary of state shall employ a director and investigators within the office,
subject to appropriation. The office shall have the following duties:

(1) Responding to notifications and complaints alleging a violation of this
chapter;

(2) Reviewing notices and reports of alleged violations of this chapter and
conducting investigations as deemed necessary;

(3) Initiating independent inquiries and conducting investigations into alleged
violations of this chapter; and

(4) Overseeing a voter fraud hotline.

2. The office shall review complaints and conduct investigations into alleged
violations of this chapter or any rule adopted under this chapter. Within thirty days of
receiving a complaint, the [seeretary—ef—state] office shall notify the person filing the
complaint whether or not the [seeretary]| office has dismissed the complaint or will commence

EXPLANATION —  Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill is not enacted and is
intended to be omitted from the law. Matter in bold-face type in the above bill is proposed language.
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an investigation. The [seeretary—of-state| office shall dismiss frivolous complaints. For
purposes of this subsection, "frivolous complaint" shall mean an allegation clearly lacking

any basis in fact or law. [Any—pefseﬂ—whe—makes—a—ffwe}eﬁs—eemphm{—pafsuaﬂkte—tms

(1) For the purposes of this section, the office shall have the power to require the
production of books, papers, correspondence, memoranda, contracts, agreements, and other
records by subpoena or otherwise when necessary to conduct an 1nvest1gat10n under this
section. [Su

ef—s%afée—er—lﬁs—er—her—eh-}ef—elep&t—y—] Notw1thstand1ng any other provision of law to the

contrary, investigators conducting an investigation into an alleged violation of this

chapter shall not be restricted from entering a polling place or the office of the election
authority under investigation.

[6)] (2) If any person refuses to comply with a subpoena issued under subdivision
(1) of this subsection, the secretary of state may seek to enforce the subpoena before a court
of competent jurisdiction to require the production of books, papers, correspondence,
memoranda, contracts, agreements, and other records. The court may issue an order requiring
the person to produce records relating to the matter under investigation or in question. Any
person who fails to comply with the order may be held in contempt of court.

[(e)—T] .. C thissubdivisionshall . 282025 |

4. If, during the course of an investigation, the office determines that there may
be a violation of any criminal law or a provision of this chapter, the findings of the
investigation shall be submitted to the attorney general and the prosecuting authority
with jurisdiction for further investigation or prosecution. This section shall not limit the
jurisdiction of any other office or agency of the state to investigate violations of this
chapter or any rule adopted under this chapter.
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5. (1) Before January fifteenth of each year, the office shall submit a report to
the governor, the speaker of the house of representatives, the president pro tempore of
the senate, and the house of representatives and senate committees with jurisdiction
over elections that details each investigation of alleged violations of this chapter
conducted during the previous calendar year. The report shall include the following:

(a) The total number of complaints received;

(b) The number of independent investigations initiated or dismissed; and

(¢) The number of complaints referred to another agency for further
investigation or prosecution.

(2) For each complaint or investigation listed in subdivision (1) of this
subsection, the report shall detail:

(a) The source of the alleged violation;

(b) The law or rule allegedly violated and the nature of the alleged violation;

(c¢) The county in which the alleged violation occurred;

(d) Whether the alleged violation was dismissed or referred to another agency
for further investigation or prosecution and if so, to which agency; and

(e) The current status of the investigation or resulting criminal case.

6. The attorney general shall have statewide investigative authority and shall
have concurrent authority with the appropriate local prosecuting authority over all
violations of the provisions of sections 115.629 to 115.646.
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